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King, Qatari emir hold talks 

LONDON {Petra) — His Majest>’ King Hussein and 
Qatari leader Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifj A1 Thani on 
Tuesday discussed bilateral relations and means of 
enhancing inier'.\nib cooperation. The two leaders 
j1%o discussed obstacie>i facing the peuce process and 
stressed the need to resume peace talks in order to 
reach a ju.su comprehensive and durable pcjcc m the 
region. Sheikh Hamad bnefed King Hussein on the 
outcame of his visit to die I'niied States and his talks 
with President Biii Clinton. Sheikh Hamad also 
briefed the King on Qatar\ prep.irations for the Mid- 
dle Ea.sr and North Africa economic summit, which 
will be held in the Qatan capital m November. 
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Petrol bombs 
Ir . l,’; thrown at Israeli 

niii. army jeep in Hebron 


Netanyahu survives 


Eight Arab countries to meet 
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I^RON tAFPj — . Pales- 
tinians threw three petrol 
bombs at an Israeli army 
patrol in the West Bank 
lowTi of Hebron Tuesday, 
but caused no injuries, mil- 
itary sources said. One of 
the vehicles in the patrol 
was damaged and soldiers 
swept the area in an 
attempt to find whoever 
threw the Molotov cock- 
tails, the sources said. 
Hebron has been the site of 
clashes over the past 10 
days between soldiers and 
Palestinian protesters 
throwing stones and petrol- 
filled bottles. 

Israeli navy frees 
Lebanese ^hennen 

TYRE (AFP) — The 
Israeli navy released four 
Lebanese fishermen after 
detaining them Tuesday for 
seven hours off the coast of 
the port city of Tyre in 
south Lebanon, security 
sources said. An Israeli 
gunboat seized the men 
after they had sailed with 
five other fishing boats at 
dawn off the port of T>tc. 
the sources said. They were 
interrogated aboard an 
Israeli gunboat for seven 
hours, mainly about port 
activities, they said. Last 
month, the israeli navy 
besieged the port for 10 
days after a guerrilla from 
the pro-Syrian Amal move- 
ment carried out a failed 
suicide attack against an 
Israeli gunboat 

Israeli base on 
Gk)ian hit by 
Israeli mortar shell 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — An 
Israeli phosphorus mortar 
landed in the middle of an 
Israeli army base in the 
Golan Heights, and a 
potential disaster w'as 
averted only because the 
shell failed to explode, an 
Israeli newspaper said 
Tuesday. The mortar shell 
was fired duriug an exer- 
cise by Israeli artilleiy and 
landed directly on a tent in 
which soldiers were lock- 
ed inside the base, the daily 
Y'ediot Aharanot said- For- 
tunately, the shell did not 
detonate and no one was 
injured, the paper said, 
nHriing that an inquiry v\’as 
being made about the mis- 
fire. Israel occupied the 
Golan Heights from S>Tia 
in 1967 and occupied it in 
1981. 

PalestuiiaD prisoners 
hold one-day 
hunger strike 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Some 
3,500 Palestinians impris- 
oned by Israel held a one- 
day hunger strike Tuesday 
to protest poor prison con- 
ditions and maltreatment, a 
Palestinian official said. 
Hisbam Abdul Razeq. the 
top official for prisoners 
affairs in the Palestinian 
National Authority iPNA), 
told AFP that the strite 
a “wa rning , and if there is 
no improvement we will 
hold a pennanent hunger 
strike.” The strike was held 
Tuesday by all the PalesM- 
ian prisoners in Israeli jails, 
totalling around 3..500 pris- 
oners, “to protest maltreat- 
ment, the ^or condition in 
the Jails and the denial of 
family visits,” he said. 
••Many of the prisoners are 
kept in substandard fadli- 
lies and are not given prop- 
er medical care,” he said. 
The protest was also 
against the continued hold- 
ing of over 300 administra- 
tive detainees, Palestinians 
held in Israeli prisons with- 
out charges or trial, many 
for a period of several 
years, he said. 


no-confidence vote 


in Syria to unify Arab stance 


Premier’s coalition weakened; 


Hanegbi points finger at Barak 


Combined agenev* 
dispatches 

Benyamin Netanyahu suf- 
fered a political blow Tues- 
day. but remained on his 
feet as his government sur- 
vived a no-confidence vote 
in parliament. 

The motion brought by 
opposition parties was 
rejected by a 55-50 vote, 
with 2 l^esset members 
abstaining. 

Key members of the pre- 
mier’s coalition said they 
no longer trusted him after 
a siring of broken promises 
but they ^^>areni)y were 
unwilling to risk their posi- 
tions and force new elec- 
tions by actually %'ocing in 


favour of the exposition to 
bring down the government 

— which would have also 
dissolved paiiiamenL 

Instead, seven coalidoa 
members absented them- 
selves from the chamber, 
and four — including for- 
mer camnet ministers Dan 
Meridor and Benny Begin 

— demonstratively refill 
to vote in any way and were 
registered as absenL 

“I’m very hqjpy with the 
55 we got," Mr. Netanyahu 
said after the vote. ‘T ^ew 
the government would hold 
and now we’re going to .. 
Get on with the work ai 
hand.” 

Me Barak, who needed 
61 votes in the 120-member 


Knesset to t<xplc Mr. 
Netanyahu, claim^ partial 
viaoTN'. “I am confident 
that whai you are seeing 
today is the beginning of 
the collapse of the moral 
authority of Netanyahu.” 

The six-hour debate was 
interrupted for more than 
an hour after Justice Minis- 
ter Tsachi Hanegbi. speak- 
ing for the government, 
launched a sh^ personal 
attack against Mr. Barak 
who would defeat Nfr. 
Netanyahu, polls suggest, if 
elections were held today. 

As armed forces chief of 
staff in 1992, Mr. Hanegbi 
claimed. Mr. Barak aban 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel tests plans to recapture 


West Bank and Gaza Strip 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
Israeli army has tested 
plans CO inv^ and reoccu- 
py Palestinian enclaves in 
tte West Bank and Gaza 
Strip in a doomsday sce- 
nario in which the PaJeson- 
ian self-rule authority col- 
lapses, the Israeli press smd 
Tues^y. 

Israeli military intelli- 
gence has warned that the 
freeze in the peace process, 
now more than three 
months old, could lead to 
violence by the Palestiniaiis 
which coidd, in the worst 
case, cause the coUap^ of 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA), the 
Israeli daily Yediot Aharan- 


ot said. 

State radio said the army 
has drawn op and exercised 
a sixnulaiioa to reoccupy 
the Palestinian territories in 
case the situation falls 
apart. 

In the scenario, Israeli 
troops would invade 
autonomous areas in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
im pfKg a military adminis- 
tration, arrest officials from 
the PNA and slrx an eco- 
nomic blockade on the ter- 
ritories, the radio said. 

In Gaza City, a top ad>n$- 
er to ^estinian President 
Yasser Arafat condemned 
(be reported plan and 
warned that the F^estinians 


would defend their leirito- 
ly* 

-*Tbe Palestizuan (Nation- 
al) Authority vdU not allow 
any aggression by Israel 
against any part of its liber- 
ated teiritory,” Nabil Abu 
Rudeina told AFP. 

•This plan shows the hid- 
den intentions of the gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister 
Beoyamin Netanyahu, 
which do not serve the 
peace process and lead only 
to an escalation of tensions 
in the region,” be said. 

An official in the Israeli 
military administration in 
the territories oonfiimed to 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israeli settlers shoot two youths 
protesting settlement expansion 


RAFAH (AFP) — Jewish 
settlers ^oi and wounded 
two Palestinian teena^is and 
injured another overnight 
when they- attacked a pmtsA 
rit'in outside ibeir Gaza Sox 
senlexnent, bo^(^ sources 
said on Tuesday. 

A group of s^eis fr(xn the 
sexclement of Mo^ in the 
southern Gaza Strx attacked 
on Monday evening a tent 
camp on du edge of the set- 
tlemeni, tore down tents and 
burned Palestinian flags, wit- 
nesses said. 

When the l^lestinians in 
the canx set the tents back 
up. the sealers returned to 
th em down again, under 
guard by Israeli soldiers, they 
said. 


In the scuffles that resulted, 
the sealers <xened fire witii 
live ammunition, modeiately 
injuring Hazem Abu Jazar, 
16, and Ahmed Abu Kush, 
IS, in the leg and foot, hospi- 
tal sources said. 

Ibey stnick a third Pales- 
tinian with the bua of gwi, 
breaking his arm, the bo^ial 
sources said. 

Palestinian security liaison 
officials passed on a “strong-, 
ly worded” conxlaint their 
IsraeC counteip^ over the 
inddent, liaison sources said. 

The protest tent outside 
Morag has been the scene of 
ni^y incidents since it was 
eioct^ two weeks ago to 
protest a new perimeter fence 
that was built arouzid the 


small settlement. 

Palestinians say the fence is 
buili on their laiid in a bid to 
expand the sealement. 

Israeli soltheis shot and 
wounded a deaf-mute Pales- 
dnian in die bead when be 
foiled to hear their warnings 
late Sunday, and he remains 
in critical but stable condition 
in hospital in Gaza Gty. 

Over die weekend, soldiers 
opened fire on two Palestini- 
ans walking at nigfat near die 
perimeter fence. Both ran 
away in the darkness, but the 
army ssud one of them was 
wotmded in the leg. 

Cashes broke out between 
solders and protesters out- 
side Morag two weeks ago. 


Palestinians impose customs 
to curb ^official’ smuggling 


aAZA ary (AFP) — The 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) has usposed cus- 
toms duties OQ its officials 
bearing VIP cards after it 
was im'ealed they were 
usine their elite status to 
smuggle imports into the 
self-rule areas, an official 
said Tuesday. 

•There are some bearers of 
VIP cards who exploit the 
position and bring commer- 
cial goo^ such as clotiies 
and electrical appliances 
timough international cross- 
ings,” said Mohammad 
Anrfaf, director general of 
customs. 

“Some have used the VEP 
status ffir personal commer- 
cial reasons, bringing in 


large amounts of goods 
wiSiouc paying customs, 
something which has cost 
the Palestinian treasury large 
sums,” Me. Arafat told AFP. 

Under seif-ruJc deals with 
Israel, top officials in the 
Palestinian self-rule authori- 
received •*VIP status” in 
order to free their movement 
and better perfonn their 
dudes. 

The caids allow' them to 
pass easily through interna- 
tional boideis into the Gaza 
Strip and West Bank, vdiicfa 
are controDed by Israel, and 
fr^ them completely from 
searches by Fal^tinian 
authorities at crossings imo 
self-rule areas. 

But Mr. Arafat said that 


with tiie new dedson, 
passed last week. VIPs 
would have to declare goods 
above S300 in value and pay 
customs duties on them. 

“if they foil to do so and 
are found to have goods, 
they will have to pay a fine 
of 200 per cent the value of 
the goo^” Mr. Arafot smd. 

“The status is not 
intended to allow officials to 
bring commercial goods 
with them frcKD abroad,” he 
said. 

The PNA has begun inves- 
tigations into mismana^- 
ment and abuses of autiiority 
by its officials which an 
auditor's report last month 
said bad cost millions of dol- 
lars. 


Qatar rejects 'threats, 
warnings ’ over MENA 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Eight Arab foreign minis- 
ters will meet this week in 
Syria on se\'eral burning 
issues, espedaily eo)noinic 
co-operation with Israel 
and the crisis in the peace 
process, dipl<xnats in Dam- 
ascus 

The meeting of the Dam- 
ascus Oeclaration countries 
— Syria. Eg^pt and the six 
Gulf Co-operation Council 
(GCCj members — will be 
held Wechiesday and Thurs- 
day in the city of Latiakia 
on the Mediterranean Sea 
where President Hafez Al 
Assad has his summer 
home. 

The GCC members are 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman. 
Qatar, Saudi Anfoia and the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). 

Syria is fiercely opposed 
to the holding of the fourth 
Ecommiic Conference on 
the Middle East and North 


.■\frica (MEN.^) scheduled 
for November in the Qatari 
capital, Doha, because 

Israel is to be invired. 

Doma.scus has won the 
support of Riyadh. Kuwait 
City and Abu Dhabi (or its 
position that holding .Arab- 
Israeli economic meetings 
is “usele.ss” at a time when 
the peace process is frozen, 
diplomats in the Gulf said. 

Saudi Crown Prince 

.Abdullah Ben Abdul Azu*N 
presence in Damascus 
ahead of the Lattakia meet- 
ing will strengthen SyriaN 
position on the conference 
issue and the peace pneess. 
the diplomats in Damascus 
said. 

“There's going to be anu 
wTestling at tltis meeting 
between Syria and Qatar. 
Both countries will try to 
line up the .support of the 
other paniciponis.” one 

(Continued on page 7) 
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"Qatar remams deter- 
mined fo hos: the M»ddle 
E*is: ar.d N'on'n .\(r.c.i eci«- 
nom;a conference." said 
the neusp.jper .M-Rava, 
which i-. close lo ihc go\- 
emniem. 

"Eser\ country has the 
right to oppose it o.' no: ?o 
take part in the Di'ha con- 
ference. But no counriy has 
the right to resort to threats 
and wajT.ing<,” the paper 
said. 

Syri.m viur president. 
.Abdel Halim Khaddam. 


\sln^ h;!-* i.*bbied ui the 
uiilf ag.imsi ihe coiilcr- 
ence, !.i-t ucck accused 
sortie .Arab c**iintnes nf 
’'aeililaiing Israel's integra- 
tion into i(:e reeii*n. 

Such counines. which he 
did not n.i:ne. \^outd 
■■fecrci ii" jitd Mirier rite 
same fate as the Sh.ih ol 
Iran, ulu* u.is deposed m 
the Islamic revtilu- 

lion. Mr. Kh.idd.im wonted. 

Ssria. vvliich has bi>y- 
colled three such economic 
conferences held annually 
since 1904. argues that 
Israel should not be 
.illowed to reap eeonoinie 
benefits from the region 
because of its hard line in 
the deadlocked peace 
process. 


Musa says peace has reached 
its lowest point; not optimistic 



Foreign Minister Fayez Taraivneh receives Eg^-pHan Foreign Minister .Amr 
Musa Tuesday, who payed the Kingdom a short visit to address the IL5 leader- 
ship conference on his w'ay to Syria (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


By Francesca Ciriaci 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The peace 
process has reached its low- 
est point sintt it started, 
and no effort can be spared 
to rescue it, ^ypi's For- 
eign Minister Amr Musa 
said yesterday. 

“The peace process is in 
its deepest crisis, and there 
is no question about that, 
and what we are trying to 
do is to save it,” be said. 

The respect of the interna- 
tionally established princi- 
ple of land-for-peace and 
the implementation of the 
agreemenLs already 

reached, Mr. Musa reiterat- 
ed, are the main k^s to 
break the three-month 
deadlock in Andt-Israeli 
peace negotiations. 

Since its decision, in 
March, to build a Jewish 
settlement in Jabal Abu 
Ghseim in Arab east 
Jerusalem, Tauel has 
moved the peace process in 
a diametrically opposite 
direction to [agreed 
upon in the 1991] Madrid 
conference.” 

The Egyptian foreign 
minister added that The 


(Likud-led) Israeli govern- 
ment (of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu] is 
putting in danger all what 
has b^n achieved.” since 
1977. when Egyptian- 
Israeli peace negotiations 
started. 

“Boundaries, refugee.s. 


Jerusalem and statehood 
issues shvtuld be dealt w-jih 
according to tite provi>ions 
so far reached.” -Mr. Mu.sa 
urged. 

.As for the pv4iticul status 
of the Holy (Tire. Mr. Musu 
wid: “Jerusoiem should be 
negotiated, not unilatenilly 


annexed." Opposing Mr. 
.N’yrany;ihirs slogan “seeu- 
riiy for peace.” Mr. Musa 
called "for a muliia) .securi- 
ty :uTangeineni, balanced, 
agreed upon and accepted 
by all parties no the peace 

I Continued on page 7) 


Police make largest drug bust in 
history of Jordan, Arab countries 


Police photo of vehicle seized .with largest cargo of heroin and opium captured 
in the history' of the Kingdom 


By Raiu Husseini 
Jordan Times St<^ Reporter 

AMMAN — Tiw authori- 
ties Tuesday said they bust- 
ed the largest ever narcotics 
smuggling attempt in Jor- 
dan and the Arab World, 
confiscating heroin and 
opium with an estimated 
street value of JD6 miliion. 

The director of the .Anti- 
Narcotics Department 
(AND), Colonel Nazih 
Shreideh, smd a total of 47 
kilogrammes — 31 kilo- 
grammes of heroin and 16 
kilogrammes of opium — 
were found in the posses- 
sion of five individuals last 
Saturday. 

This is the largest amount 
to be seized in Joidan, Coi. 
Shreideh told reporters, 
adding that it was intended 
to be transported to neigh- 
bouring countries. The 
official would not elaborate 
on the destination of the 
drugs. 

“We received tips from 
agents in neighbouring 


countries and put the sus- 
pects under surveillance 
(for 10 daj-s). after they 
entered Romiha border and 
then arrested them at dawn 


Saturday while attempting 
to deliver the drugs which 
came from Turkey." the 
police official said. 

He added that the alleged 


smugglers had hid the 
drugs in the patrol tank of a 
Mercedes .7(X) ear, "which 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Lebanon truce panel again 
calls for civilians to be spared 


BEIRUT (AFP) — The 
international committee 
monitoring a cease-fire in 
south Lebanon fell short 
Tuesday of n aming any of 
the warring parties respon- 
sible for the violence and 
again called for civilians to 
be spared. 

monitoring group 
reaffirmed that relevant 
authorities are responsible 
for the manner in which 
they conduct their milit^ 
activities and for exercising 
prudence when innocent 
civilians might be affected," 
it said. 

The panel did not explicit- 
ly blame any of the parties 
to the conflict for the recent 
wave of violence in south 


Lebanon, which has caused 
several casualties and dam- 
age. 

The ruling came after a 
19-hour meeting at U.R 
headquarters in the border 
town of Naqoura to discuss 
two Lebanese and three 
Israeli compl^ts of alleged 
truce violations. 

The committee — made 
iip of France. Israel, 
Lebanon, Syria and the 
United States — was set up 
to monitor an April 1996 
agreement which put an end 
to Israel's 17-day “Grapes 
of Wrath" offensive against 
the Iranian-backed 

Hizbollah guerrilla. 

The accord prohibits the 
targeting of civilians or 


launching attacks from 
civilian areas. 

Hizbollah spearheads the 
guerrilla war to force Israel 
out of the self-declared 
'‘security zone" it set up in 
south Lebanon in 1985 to 
prevent cross-border 
attacks. The panel said it 
“accepted as factual" that 
three roadside bombiDgs 
took place last week in the 
buffer zone, killing four 
people — including two 
soldiers with Israel's allied 
South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) militia — and injur- 
ing two other people. 

On the Lebanese com- 
plaints, the committee con- 
firmed that three shells fell 
in the Christian village of 


Maghdusheb near the south- 
ern port city of Sidon, dam- 
aging a civilian house. 

It said Lebanon held that 
the shells were “fired jldib- 
erately" while the Israelis 
said they were not offensive 
arms and that the incident 
was minor. 

Lebanon had also protest- 
ed at threats by Israeli army 
officers to imprison all men 
in Amoun, expel women, 
bum crops and destroy 
homes if resistance guerril- 
las carried out and-Israeli 
attacks from the village near 
the border zone. 

But the monitoring group 
did not make any ruling on 
the issue. 


Iranian dissident 
writer on trial for 
alleged espionage 


Kuwaiti prosecutors 
cleared of receiving 
suspect payoffs 



TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian 
dissident writer Faiaj Saricuhi. 
arrested in February amid 
widespiead Western condem- 
nation, has been chaiged with 
espionage and atta mp lin g tO 
fte the country, the audiodnes 
announced Tuesday. 

Chief Justice Ayatollah 
Mohammad Yazdi revealed 
the charges against Mr. 
Saikuhi, 49. former chief edi- 
tor of the literary monthly 
Adineh. at a news conference 
here and indicated that a first 
court session had already 
taken place. 

The writer has been cbaiged 
wi± “spying for a foreign 
country and attenqjiing lo ille- 
gally leave the counDy," said 
Mr. Yazdi, a leader of foe con- 
servative /faefioh' mthih, foe 
' human gc^%fnmeriL 
He did^ ^ve die name of 
foe country, but iiadit^tted that ’ 
Mr. Sadnihi had sent confiden- 
tial material abroad. 

The chief justice suggested 
foai a first session of the legal 
proceedmgs bad already been 
held, but did not give foe date 
or place ofebeoM 

He said it would be up to the 
judge trying the case to decide 
whether Mn Sarioihi would be 
tried publicly or in secret. 

“According to foe law he 
can have a lawyer, but given 
the espionage charges, the 
hearing could be held behiiid 
closed doors, without foe pres- 
ence of the public or foreign 
observers," Mr. Yazfo said, 
refusing to predict foe out- 
come. 

Mr. Saikuhi was ammig 134 
writers and journalists who 
signed a petition in October 
19^ calling for more freedom 
of expression in Iran. 

He was arrested first time in 
July 1996 along with several 
other Iranian intellectuals 
while dining here with foe 
German cultural attache in 
Tehraa 

Released shortly afterwards. 


JORD.4N TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

3:30 Holy Koran 

3:35 Soccer Match 

5t30 Border Town 

6:00 French Programmes' 

7:00 JVews in French 

7t30 News 

Headline 

7:35 Grace Under Fire 

8:00 Soldier's Diary 

8:30 Challenges 

9:10 Spencer for Hire 

10:00 News in 

English 

10^30 Land's End 

11:15 American Gothic 

PRAYER TIMES 

03:51 Jajr 

05:27 (Sunrise)Duha 

12:38 ...Dhuhr 

16:18 ‘Asr 

19:50 Maghreb 

21:25 - ‘Isha 

CHURCHES 
St Mary of Nazareth 
Church SweifleltTel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

I St Jos^ Church lei. 624590 
Church of theAmiimCiation 
Tel. 637440. 

De ia Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Ifana Sancta Chiircb TeL 622366 
Anglican Church TeL 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 


Ml Saikuhi was arrested again 
in early November as he pre- 
pared to take a flight for 
Germany, where his wife 
lives. 

At the end of January, a 
German newspaper published 
an anguished letter from the 
writer in which he said be had 
been delved in galling 
conditions by tiie Iran^ intel- 
ligence services until Dec. 20. 

He later appeared at a state- 
organised press conference to 
state foot be had actually been 
in Germany during his 
absence. 

Iranian authorities subse- 
quently said foe writer had 
been arrested in early Febniaiy 
on “vety serious charges." 

, ,.Iran.*s 1996 peqal code, 

• based on foe Islaraic.iaw's of ■' 
. $Ma,;'caI4\ Tor fter:death " 
’penalty in 

notably for foe Islamic lep^ 
lie's main foes Israel and foe 
United States. 

But die Ayatollah srud Ml 
S aikuhi, would be allowed to 
appeal any veidicL 

Observers here said the Ml 
S aikuhi case could lead to a 
furfoer deterirxation in relar 
dons between Iran and 
Gennany. 

Gennany, along with several 
ofoer ^/bstem countries and 
human rights groups, has 
voiced concern over the 
writer's fate and has urged 
Tehran to shed li^t on the 
case. 

But Iran has warned them 
not to interfere. 

Relations are currently 
strained between Tduan and 
Boon over a German court 
verdict on April 10 accusing 
the Islamic republic of 
involvement in the 1992 mur- 
der of four Iranian Of^iositioD 
leaders in a Beilin lestauiaiu. 

In foe afiemiafo of foe ver- 
dict, Iran and Gennany each 
recalled their ambassadrxs and 
expelled four diplomats. 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
A judicial probe has cleared 
four public prosecutors of 
alle^tions that they 
received suspect payoffs 
while working on a high- 
profile corruption case, a 
Kuwaiti newspaper said 
Tuesday. 

The supreme judicial 
council ordered a probe fol- 
lowing allegations that 
prosecutors on the Kuwait 
Oil Tanker Company 
(KOTO corruption case 
received illegal payoffs. 

“The investigation papers 
reviewed by the council 
members did not include 
anything to indicate a crim- 
ing offence by the four 
prosecutors," Chief Justice 


Mohammad Rifai said in a 
statement in the English- 
language Arab limes. 

But Rifai added that 
there had been “procedural 
mistakes they are not 
responsible for." 

ITie prosecutors were 
alleged to have received 
payoffs from KOTC to 
cover travel expenses for 
the KOTC investigation. 
But the probe found the 
“action of accepting money 
from the company was 
‘within the law,*’ the Arab 
Times reported. 

The issue surfaced when 
the London-based- Arabic 
daily Al Sharq A1 Awsat 
published a letter allegedly 
from the justice minister. 


IN SOUDARITY WITH PRISONERS: Palestmians in the West Bank town of RamaUah demonsti^e in soU- 
darity with Palestinian prisoners in Israel! jails who held a one-day hanger strike in their prisons on luesaay to 
protest poor conditions and maltreatment (AFP Photo) 


Qlegal foreigners make up one m 
five of new AIDS cases in Israei 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Of foe 
60 new cases of AIDS regis- 
tered in Israel over foe past 
four years, 20 per cent were 
among illegal foreign work- 
ers, accoF^g to a report 
published Tuesday. 

But the bead of the Israeli 
AIDS Treatment Centre, 
Zvi Yost, told the Haaretz 
newspaper that tiie organi- 
sation has lost track of 
many of those infected with 
the killer disease, most of 
whom came fifom Africa. 

Israel has some 100,000 


illegal foreign workers 
mostly from Romania, 
Thailand, the Philippines 
and West African countries. 

IsT^li Health Minister 
Yehoshua Matza has 
warned of an outbreak of 
acquired immune deficien- 
cy syndrome (AIDS) among 
foreign woik^ and called 
for additional services to 
help prevent the spread of 
the disease. 

Israel’s health ministry 
has on record 1,393 people 
infected with HTV, which 


causes AIDS, and another 
86 who have progressed to 
the full-blown phase of the 
disease, as at the end of 
1996. 

But the ministry estimates 
that some 4,(XX) people are 
actually infected with the 
vims, out of a pc^ndation of 
around 5.8 million. 

brael has brought in about 
100,000 legal workers to 
replace Palestinians pre- 
vented from reaching day 
jefos in Israel by repeated 
security closures of the 


West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Another 100.000 forei^- 
ers have entered the country 
illegally in recent years, 
many of them concentrated 
in rundown neighbourhoods 
of Tel Aviv, 

The right-wing govern- 
ment of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has 
oimounced various plans to 
reduce the number of for- 
eign workers and has even 
set up internment camps for 
illegal immigranLs awaiting 
expulsion. 


Siid^ (jippositioii vows; to step up armed stru^e 




NEWS IN BRIEF 


I 


ADDIS ABABA (AFP) — ' 
The Sudanese National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA) 
has decided at a conference in 
Asmara to “intensify foe 
armed straggle" against the 
Khartoum regime of 
President (3mar Beshir, an 
official told AFP by telephone 
Monday. 

NDA, which groi^ south- 
ern rebels and northerners 
have taken up arms, will 


step tq) operations' ‘^uough-' " 
out Sudanese territory," 
Mansur Kbalid, the alliance’s 
foreign secretary, told ARP’S 
AdkUs Ababa bureau. 

He warned companies 
working in war zones to sjs~ 
pend operations 'foecause 
they could beccxne targets." 

NDA decided at foe confer- 
.ence in foe Eritrean capital, 
which started last Wedn^day, 
to give “moral and material 


s upp o r t” to opposition fcxces 
for “foe final assault,’’ Mr. 
Khalidsaid. 

He added foat foe alliance 
also rejected “so-called peace 
plans” signed in April 
between rebel splinter gztx^ 
and Gen. Bashir’s regime, 
and rejected die prospect of 
any agreements with 
Khartoum, “wiiefoer foey be 
bilateral or multil^eraL" 

Tbe latest round of the dvil 


war in Sudan started in 1983, 
when the Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army (SPLA) 
under John Garaog weait on 
the offendve to fiee foe lai:i^ 
ly Quistian and Arumist 
south from domiDation by the 
Arabised Islainic norfo. 

The SPLA now controls 
much of foe soutii, but has 
failed to c^tture Juba, its 
main city. Fitting is omtimi- 
ing in the north. 


British woman accused of illegal sex in Morocco 


KENTTRA (R) — A British 
woman ‘ appeared in a 
Moroccan court on Monday 
charged alongside her 
boyfriend with “filegal sexual 
relations” after alleging earii- 
er in a newspsper that he and 
a friend had raped her. 

Tbe woman, a 44-year-old 
legal worker from foe central 
of Bi rmingham, arrived 
in Morocco on June 12. Sex 
outside marriage is illegal 
under Moroccan law. 

She appeared in court in an 


ankle-length beige dress, sil- 
VCT necklace and her long hair 
done in Rastafarian style. She 
looked nervous as she sat in 
the body of the court Her co- 
accused was held in the dock. 

The court case followed her 
complaints of and io1> 
beiy by her boyfriend, a uni- 
versity student aged 30. 

Her boyfriend’s lawyer, 
seeking b^, told the court: 
“These accusations are 
revenge and do not reflect the 
truth." 


The court in Keuitia, 35 
kilometres nexth of Rabat 
adjourned the case until 
\^^dnesday at die leque^ of 
foe boyfij^d's lawyer; 'vriio 
said he needed time to exanir 
ine tbe court reports. 

The woman’s lawyer, 
Naema Oulal, told Reutezs: 
’The' court is examiiiuig a 
case of illegal sexual lelati^ 
(against bofo) and a char;^ of 

robbery againsr tha man. 

Theie is no mention of in 
foe court rqiorts." 


Legal sources said die 
woman, who is not being held 
in custody, told the prosecutor 
that her boyfriend had made 
love to her “violmdy” and 
stole her earrings which she 
said cost about S496. $be had 
then gone to police and com- 
plaint 

But the sources said her 
statement to the pcfoce did not 
mention violence, and diis 
was only mentioned in the 
piosecutcx’s report and foe 
earlier newsp^r story. 



Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International 
Chmtfo Tel. 55 16245 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Tel. 824328. 
German-speaking 
EvangelicaJ Congregation 
Tel. 845457 

The Lattep-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarme TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Cfamcfa 
in Amman Tel. 81 1295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish Tel. 614190. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology 
The weaiher will be fair and 
winds northwesteriy moderate. 
On Thursday and Friday, tem- 
pratures will drop and will be 
3-4 degrees below their sea- 
sonal average. In Aqaba it will 
be hot and winds northeily 
moderate and seas calm. 

Amman 18/31 

Aqaba 24/39 

Deserts »..17/35 


Jordan VaDey .21/37 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 32. Aqaba 40 
Humidity readings: Amman 
25 per cent, Aqaba 32 per cenL 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

Dr.KhamAlTUslaq 757253 

Dr. Wafiq (Jaddumi .„...m893542 

Dr. Naser Ibrahim .836432 

Dr. Bakiat Bader 832642 

Firas phannacy 661912 

Ferdows phamiai? ...890280 

Al Asana pharmacy .637055 

Al Salam pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub phannacy 644945 

Shmdsani pharmacy 637660 

Nalroaldi pharmacy 623672 

Nqjib pharmacy _S47632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Gbazi Ta’amnfeh 
..-J50080 

Al <}uds pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr.WalidNabhan .995743 

Khalifeh pharmacy ...985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre .637 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 


Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 
Civil Defence Emergency! 99 
Rescue Police 19Z 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank ....775I2I 

GG^iway Police.. 843402 

TVafCc Police 896390 

Public Secnrily Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 89 

7467 

Amman Municipality 
Complaints 

.787111 

Telephone Information 
(directory assistance) ......121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman TOephone 

Repairs ....623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television ......773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority ...680100 

Jordan Electricity Antfaority 
815615. 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

(}neen Alia IntL Airport 08- 
53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khalidi Matecnhy, 644281/6 
AfcSeh JVfotemity, 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Matemitj 
642362 

MaIhas,J. Amman ....636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 
Shmrisam* Hospital 669131 
University Hospital S4SS4S 
. A14Miiafoin‘HoqNtal667227/9 
The Ishmic, Abdali 6661 2fr37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali .664164/6 

Bafian, Al-Muhaireai777 1 0 1/3 

Al-Bashhv 775111/26 

Army, Marka. 891611/15 

Qneen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital! ....674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Sorgery . .865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 
(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 
(09)900560 

Dm Sina Hos|dtal(09)986732 
^ Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 
IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 
(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 
(02)272275 


Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03) 314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This infonnation is supplied ' 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department ai foe 
Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (08)53200 where 
it should always be verified. 
Information on other fOghts 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) or 08(53250). 

ARRIVALS 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

98:05 J)amascus (RJ) 

09:25 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:30 Jeddah (RI) 

10:15 Laranca(RJ) 

15:55 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

17:40 Toronto, Montreal (RJ) 

18:05 Istanbul (RJ) 

l^sOS jiome (RJ) 

10:10 iondon, Berlin (RJ) 

-19:10 .Frankfurt, Athens (RJ) 
Paris, Brussels 

(RJ) 


iLebanoB dectridtv woii^ers stage strike 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese electricity wotkere Tuesdteiy staged ; 
a one-d^ st^ to deoiand higher wages, a spokesman for foe ' 
electricity workers syndicate said. The spokesman said a total 
of 5,000 public sector electricity workers across the country | 

I took part in (he strike also seeking greater benefits aDdined< : 

I ical care alter retifemenL He said workers in other public sec- 1 
I tors including water and transportation were e.\pectki to su^ ' 

I a one-day strike Wednesday. I 

I Iranian killed by l^tnin^ bolt | 

TEHRAN (AH*) — A 20-year-oId Iranian was killed and Ws , 
fiiend injui^ a bolt of lightning which siiuck the iiaoian | 

; crqfoal Monday evening, radio Tehran reported *niesday. The | 
two friends were sitting on a park bench in southwest THiraa i 
when the lightning hit causing 100 per cent bums to j 
Mohammad Gbossi. tbe radio said. Around 15 people, mainly ; 
villagers, have been killed by hghtnmg in Iran since last year ' 

S. Arabia to deport 17 child beggars | 

i RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi Arabia is set to d^)ort 17 ^hiM beg- 1 
gars from foe Indian state of West Bengal, all girls ag& 
between 6 and 12, the daily Arab News reported TuesdsQ'. A .< 
source at foe Indian consulate general in the western city of * 
Jeddah, quoted in tbe newsptqier, said the children were appar- 1 
ently tbe last of groups of child beggars deported to iwtia j 
1 betweenJanuaiy aiKl March. Tlie children will be sent back to i 
I West Bengal by sea or air “in a couple of days," the source i 
* said, adding foat two of foem were sli^y hanrfirgp pf tf | 


Istanbul (RJ) 

' .Colombo (RJ) 

- Beirut (RJ) 

' Cairo (RJ) 

I ...Riyadh, Dhahran (RJ) 
Calcutta, Bangkok (RJ) 

' Bombay (RJ) 

' New Delhi (RJ) 

;....Mu.scat(RJ) ' 

Mu.scat (add) (RJ) : 

Dubai (add) (RJ) ^ 

Sanaa (RJ) 


19:20 Rome(RJ) 

00:15 -.Reirut(RJ) 

01:05 Criro(RJ) 

04:25 Singapore, Kuala 

Lumpur (RJ) 

05:45 Muscat (RJ) 

Other Flights 

09:15 Karachi, Abu Dhabi (PK) 
11:00 ...Sanaa, Hudaidah (lY) 

12:00 Jeddah (SV) 

13.-00 Al'Arish(PF) 

13:10 Doha, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

13:15 Cairo (MS) 

13:50 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

14:30 .Tunis (TU) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

10:20 Algiers (AH) 

17ri» Doha(Q7) 

19:30...Jstanbul, riamna-^ t ; ^p|Q 

21:10 Beinit(ME) 

21:10 ...Paris, Damascus (AF) 

23:20 -Istanbul CTK) 

23:25 Amsterdam (KL) 

23:30 Athens (OA) 

®S=15 Ankara (TK) 

07:50 Anisterdam(GA) 

departures 

®^*00 1-aranca(RJ) 

10:20 Amsterdam, New York 
(RJ) 

H»10 Rome (RJ) 

11*‘1S Berlin, London (RJ) 

12:40 Casablanca (RJ ) 


Other Flights 

I 

00:50. Larnaca (CY) 

08:45 Beirut (ME) 

08:50 Amsterdam (OA) 

0®=2S — London (BA) 

10:00 Damascus, htanbuK^ 

”••20 Cairo (MS)) 

12:OO...HudBidah, Sanaa (lY) 

13-30 Jeddah (SV) 

M:00 Al -Arish (PF) 

14:00 ..Bahrain, Muscat (GF) 

1^*15 Cairo (MS) 

15:10 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

15:30 .T\mU (TU) 

15:50 Vienna (<3S) 

17:20 Shariqah (AH) 

17s50 JDoha(Q7) 

20:15 Abu Dhabi, Karachi (PK) 
23:55 .. Damascus, Paris (AF) 
00:25 Danoscus, Anuiefdam(KL) 

00:25 Ankara (TK) 

04:00 Athens (OA) 

06:15 Istanbul (TK) 
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Jordan Hmes, Wednesday, June 25, 1997 



Queen, prime minis ter close 
UNU/ILA leadership progra 


1997 leader- 
pro^nune of the United Nations 
Unj\ersity/intemat5onal Leadershb 
todemy (UNU/ILA, end^e?,^ 
With a .-closing ceremonv at the Uni- 
^ity of Jordan, where' Her Majesi>’ 
Queen Noor, chair of the UXU/DLA 
Int^oonai Advisory Board, distrib- 
ute ceruficates to the programme’s 
170 parucipants, a Roval Court state- 
ment said. 

The Queen toid oamcipams that 
they ^ and will be “an integral pan 
of this ac^emy” and expressed her 
hope that they “will all remain active 
mezsbeo in the future.*'' 

She s^d that the interpersonal, 
mum-cultural interaction, which u-as 
highly valued by the panicipanrs. val- 
idates the prime minister's dream of 
the academy being a means of joining 
people. ® 


The Queen expressed (^rtimism tbu 
the academy would begin to achieve 
“a process of glbbalisatioa of sohdari- 
ty." 

The 1997 leadership programme 
featured -woricshops and interactive 
discussions -with 
keynote speakers, sucdi as Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Aznr Musa, Nor- 
way's Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs Jan Egeland and former Fresi- 
dem of the &iropeas Parliament 
Simone Veil, according to the state- 
ment. 

These presentaticms covered five 
main categories: -The United Nations 
and glol:^ leadership, leadership 
skills, south leadership, peace and 
security, and iniematio^ leadersUp. 
according to the staiemenL 

Travel in the region is the final com- 
ponent of the programme and pardci- 


pams are scheduled to leave tomorrow 
GO a two-week study visit to Palestine, 
Israel and Egypt. 

The Imern^onol Leadership Acade- 
my, based in .Amman, is the glob- 

al leadership training facility as well 
as die first L'J^. insdtution tt> be initi- 
ated and establi^ied in the Middle 
EasL 

.According to its dizecux; Dr. Ade) 
Safcy, the UNU/ILA “seeks to provide 
training in leadership skills and atti- 
tudes while fostering commitmeot to 
sustain^le development, sustainable 
democracy, civil society institutions, 
and pcMceflil resolution of disputes." 

Q^n Noor was received by Prime 
Mhiister Abdul Salam Majali, Uni- 
versity* of Jordan ^sident Fawzi 
Gharaibeh and UNU/ILA Director Dr. 
Adel Safity. 


Premier briefs Cabinet on UAE visit 


^IMAN iPetra) — Prime .Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
Tuesday^ briefed the Cabinet on the outcome of his taitcg 
with United Arab Emirates (UAE, leaders during a recent 
visit there. 

The visit culminated in the signing of three loan agree- 
ments. offered by the .Arab Monetary Fund lAMFj, and 
jointly worth S25 million, to aid Jordan with its fiscal bud- 
get and finance the Kingdom's trade with other Arab coun- 
tries. 

The Council of Ministers also approved an economic 
councD; recommendation allowing the private sector to 
undertake major investments in electric power projects. 
The National Electric Power Company is to purchase gen- 
erated power from private sector companies vo meet the 
countiy's needs for such. 

The Cabinet also formed a delegation to hold negotiations 
for Jordan's entry into ±e World Trade Organisation 
(WTO). 


It also ai^uoved a draft agieenieDt regarding a 54.873,88.^ 
grant to Jordan fiom the United States to buttress a nation- 
al strategy on creating job oppmunities for Jordanians. 

The C^inet then endorsed a S16 million U.N. World 
Food Programme gram to Jordan to be activated between 
1997 and 2001 to finance the development of highlands and 
I^tuies. It authorised Minister of Planning Rima Khalaf to 
sign the agreement. 

During the session. Minister of Interior Naihir Rashid 
reported cm the situadoo in Deir Alla where bulldozers 
from the Jodan Valley Authority Sunday destroyed sever- 
al partially constructed homes and water irrigation installa- 
tions in the village of Dirar, uiggering a confrontation 
between authorises and local residents. 

Subsequent to the meedog. Minister of State for Informa- 
tion Affairs Samir Mutawi confirmed that the prime minis- 
ter will travel to Tunisia Wednesday for an official three- 
day visiL 


Royd Wings signs air transport agreement 


.AMMAN (J.T.) — Royal \V1ngs, a sub- 
sidiary of the national airline Royal Jordan- 
ian (RO. Tuesday signed an agreement with 
Jordanian and Israeli hotels and tourist 
offices to promote tourism between 
A mman and the Israeli cir^' of Haifa. 

~ be^eeifthe'bw'o dries, transporoiig rourisis 
. toeaiberdi^<forarin:^p^ri(^$ffcwd^^ 
These-tourisis are stated to" stay m tive- 
star hotels and visit tourist sites in the two 
ccHmtries. 

Signatories of the agreement include ±e 
Forte Grand Hotel in Amm an, Dan FCaimel 
and Dan Panorama hotels in Haifa, Royal 
Tours in Jordan, Nazarine Tours in H^a 
and the Haifa tourist promotion office as 


well as its tourism programmes develop- 
ment departmenL 

The agFeemeni sripulaies that each tourist 
pay S299 to cover air transpctfL tours and 
tKcakfasL 

, Last February,. Royal Wings initmted 45- 
- flights- betwjseit A«amaa 

Amman and Tel Aviv. 

The 'airline, which oxvns two 50-seat 
planes, has been operating two daily flights 
between .Amman and Aqaba and a weekly 
flight to the Egyptian city of Sharm A1 
Sheikh. 

Royal Wings is owned by Royal Jordan- 
ian with one per cent owned by the RJ 
Employee Savings Fund. 


Seminar to tackle environmental concerns 
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By Tanya Babjouqa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

.AMMAN — The price of 
environmental degradation 
will ultimately be greater 
rhan thosc profits earned 
frDm projects which harm 
the environment. Royal 
Society for the Cooserva- 
lion of Nature (.RSCN) 
Head of Fundraising and 
Public Relations Salma 
Atie asserted. 

The RSCN is hosting a 
se minar today dealing with 
such issues as copper min- 
ing, women's empower- 
ment, ' and the need to 
implement enviroomentaJ 
assessment plans prior to 
construction and dumping 
projects. 

Businesspersons, envi- 
ronmentalists and social 
workers alike will asempt 
to reach a compromise on 
wfaarconstimies sustainable 
development and discuss 
related issues. 

“We have a diverse j:^el 
whose main objective is to 
raise public awareness,’ 

Ms. Atie explained. 

The seminar is divided 
into three sessions — 
nature and the economy, 
nature and family, 
nature and culture. 

Possible environmental 
damag e thfOUgh COppcr 


mining in the Wadi Dana 
region will also be debated 
between environmentalists, 
businesspersons, and geol- 
ogists. 

Ms. Atie stressed the need 
for integration of environ- 
mental protection with cul- 
ture, famil y, and the nation- 
al economy. 

Jor^ C>ment Factories 
Company Director General 
Abu EUah Kharib. geolo- 
gist Kamal Jreisai, and 
environmental consultant 
Ali Anani will lead econo- 
my and nature discussions. 

Reinforcing the role of 
vL'omen in economic and 
enviroocneatal decisions is 
[also] a main focus of the 
seminar, Ms. Atie told tbe 
Jordan Times. 

AUotring w'omen a 
greater role in alloca t i n g 
resources will increase 
awareness and make a 
DOt^le impact on their 
children, Ms. Atie affirmed. 

Head of the General 
Union for 'Voluntary Soci- 
eties (GUVS) Abdullah 
Kharib. Attorney Asma 
Kader, and RSCN board 
member Mona Zawaideh 
will lead discussions on 
nature and family. 

Friends of Archaeology 
President Lein Fakhouri 
will discuss methods in 
which the rebabilitarion of- 


archaeological heritage can 
merge with national her- 
itage, resources, and tbe 
oe^ of the local commu- 
nity. 

The solution to many 
environmental hazards is 
the implememaiioa of 
mandatory environmental 
assessment plans before 
any enterprises are carried 
out, Ms. Atie explained. 

Fnvtro nmental expert 
Ra’ed Daoud vdll lecture 
on tbe necessi^ of environ- 
mental assessment plans, 
she added. 

Tbe RSCN will submit 
final recommendations 
upon the conclusion of the 
seminar which will be pub- 
lished in the next RSCN 
issue of Reem magazine. 

“Despite divergent view^ 
1 believe that we can 
[resolve issues plaguing 
tbe] environment," she con- 
cluded. 

Confirmed seminar atten- 
dees include members from 
the Royal Sciemific Society 
(RSS), the Ministry of 
Tburism and Antiquities, 
the Natural Resource 
Authority (NRA), SOS Vil- 
lage, Amman, UNICEF, 
ESeWA, UNDP, and other 
non-governmental otgani- 
sadons, according to one 
RSCN official. 
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Correction: In M^day ^ 
and Tuesday's edition of| 
the Jordan Times, Presi - 1 
dent of the Thai Global ! 
Hol^^ Company Kim 
Wama was erroneously 
identified as a former Thai ! 
minismr. The Jordan j 

Times regrets the error. 




WHAT’S GOING ON 


Laiid band-- 



Population 
growth to 
be 

addressed 


AMRfiAN tr.T.) ^*iLo4i;ef 

House of Parliament Popu- 
lation and De^'dopment 
Comminee Ch^rman 
Samir Habashneh Tuesday 
asserted that as population 
grotvth in Jordan is one of 
die highest in the world, 
intensive programmes are 
required to address those 
cradirional social concepts 
which encourage large 
families. 

In aiuouncing that tbe 
newly-formed Arab- 
African Parliamentary 
Forum will hold its first 
meeting in Amman in 
August, Mr. Habashneh 
staled that participants will 
seek to develop a general 
strategy on the role of par- 
liaments in addressing pop- 
ulation and development 
issues. 

It is incumbent on the 
Kingdom to emphasise 
skilled manpower to 
increase food production 
and achieve a balance 
between resources and 
population, the deputy 
added. 

In a statement to the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, 
Mr. Habashneh affinned 
that during the meeting of 
the Amman-based forum, 
national committees on 
development and popula- 
tion will be created. 

He added that the House 
committee plans to organ- 
ise a workshop in conjunc- 
tion with the National Pop- 
ulation Commission (NPC) 
and the U.N. Fund for Pop- 
ulation Activities (UI^A) 
to promote parliamentari- 
ans’ roles in dealing with 
development and popula- 
tion concerns. 

The authorities ctm- 
cemed must exert efforts to 
stem rural to urban region- 
al migrations and encour- 
age invesimeat in projects 
based in rural areas to cre- 
ate jobs and curtail urban 
migration, Mr. Habashneh 
stated. 

Unless short, medium 
and long-term programmes 
are devised to deal prompt- 
ly with a T^idly expanding 
population in Jordan, tbe 
number of persons living in 
the Kingdom will increase 
from the present four mil- 
lion to 12 million by the 
year 2020. placing addi- 
tional burdens on tlK King- 
dom’s resources. 


Man recedes 7-year prison term for daughter’s death 


By Rana Husseini 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Criminal Court 
Tuesday sentenced a 41 year-old man 
to a prison term of seven-and-a-half 
yearn with hard labour for the death of 
his daughter in Azraq last year. 

Taysir Ahmad was originally 
char^ with the premeditated murder 
of his daughter AmoJ, 28, oud initially 
handed a IS-year sentence which was 
later reduced by half as his family 
dropped charges. 

According to court documents, the 
victim, who was married for one year, 
was divorced by her husband six 
months prior to the incident. 

He claimed that he divorced her as 
she was not a virgin and due to famil- 
ial problems. 

According to court transcripts. Ms. 


Ahmad then moved in uith her grand- 
parents, “however, she was ijbmon- 
strated disrespect for them and asked 
her father to pennii her to return 
home." 

On August 1 7. Mr. .Ahmad accompa- 
nied bis daughter to his house, tied he.' 
Up. tied a second rope to a rafter, and 
pl^ed a barrel beneath it, the court 
said. 

He then took his daughter to the 
room, untied her and said “ihit, is a 
noose, and if you continue to demon- 
strate rudeness and cursing. 1 ^vill 
hang you," according lo the cun- 
scriptsl 

Ms. .Ahmad then climbed upon, the 
barrel, placed the rope around her ou-n 
neck jaid answered, 'i have heard 
these threats before — if you arc a real 
man, then do it" the documents said. 

Mr. Ahmad pushed the barre! with 


his foot and left the room. ihc> added. 

The following day, he entered the 
room, cut the rope, placed hij. d.fugh- 
ter on u bed and turned hiin>elf m to 
the police, the court stated. 

The court decided to amend the 
origin.3l cha.'ges of premeJitated nmr- 
dcr to manslaughter “due to esienuai' 
ing circumstances, the Mcimt's p!x>so- 
cation of her father .ind her b.id cum- 
ponmeni.” 

The iribunai affirmed that il relied 
on Mr. .-Utmad's ciMUes\R«n to pi>hcc 
a.s well a.s testimony of se>era! rela- 
Dves si.ho jltesteJ that Mr MmiaJ 
Slated "1 kdled her and rid >oii i:he 
familN } of her." 

The verdict, haitJeJ Jo^\n h\ Jus- 
tices .-\bdul Ruhm:in Tawfiij. Milli-h 
Mubeidin and Ismael Hmou.', 
automatically bi.* re\ leased b\ .i hieher 
court within .Hida\s. 


Court postpones 
trial of Abu Khajil 


By Rana Husseini 
Jordan Times Staff Reptiner 

AMMAN — > The Crimina] 
Court Tuesday postponed 
Che trial of fonner Sri 
Lankan Honorary Con.su! 
Taw*iiq Abu I^ajil for 
Thursday, as the defen- 
dant’s aitorney requested 
the subpoena of a new wit- 
ness. 

Mr. Abu Khajil. 57, is 
standing trial on charges of 
raping four Sri Lankan 
women in 1996. 

Defence Attorney Ahmad 
Tbeishat petitioned the 
court to summon a Sri 
Lankan woman, identified 
only as Maloni, to take the 
witness stand. 

According to .Attorney 
Tbeishat, if permitted to 
testify, Maloni will attest 
that she was threatened by 
the official court’s transla- 
tor, identified as Lata, also 
a Sri Lankan citizen. 

“Previous to the resump- 
tion of my client’s trioi, 1 
-asked- the court to- bring 
IMaloh!' hs aif ‘obsetlver 
the cransiatiou." Anomey 
Tbeishat ^ maintained. 
"Although [it transpired 
that] 1 did not need her as 
tbe conversation was in 


English. Maloni informed 
me* that she had been threat- 
ened by Lata." 

He told the Jordon Times 
that the court would decide 
"on Thursday to either 
accept or reject my peti- 
tion." 

However, all four of the 
Sri Lankan women in ques- 
tion changed their initial 
statements :md were trans- 
ferred to the Ammon prose- 
cutor for questioning last 
year. They could face 
charges of ^rjury. 

The former honorary con- 
sul was sentenced by the 
Amman Criminal Court in 
April to a three-year 
imprisonment term w*iih 
haM labour, on charges of 
infant uafficking, attempt- 
ed infant trafficking, 
forgery and use of forged, 
documents. 

Mr. Abu Khajil, currendv 
freed on a JD 20.000 bail, 
originally received a 14- 
year imprisonment term 
with teraporaty bard 
labour, bqk r . poun 
' leered thai'‘'hfe''sehii only 
three years in light of 
apparem bad health. 

The court’s sentence is 
currently under review by 
tbe Court of Appeals. 


U.S. official proffers 
ideas on public ethics 

By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Developing countries which have a limited 
pool of expertise from which to draw their public officials 
can still implement an ethics code to ensure honesty and 
avoid conflicts of imeresc, a U.S. ethics expen maintained 
Tuesday. 

“In a s mall country, ‘limited expertise’ is a legitittute 
inhibitor," said U.S. Office of Govemmem Ethics .Associ- 
ate General Counsel James O'Sullivan. “But I would still 
argue that you could make [public officials'] relationships 
to the private sector known and introduce other mecha- 
nisms to ensure adherence to ethics and avoid conflicts of 
interest.'' 

During a lecture on transparency and accountability. Mr. 
O'Sullivan suggested chat in smaller countries, govern- 
ments may have to draw' public sector expertise frt>m a lim- 
ited pool. But ofren. the selection coincides with private 
sector interests. 

In order to instil confidence among the public that the 
executive branch is trying to avoid conflicts of interest and 
that executive officii are not abusing (heir positions, a 
third party such as a judge or tribunal may be appointed to 
debate etUcal issues, he added. 

Monitoring ethical behaviour of U.S. executive branch 
officials is a relatively rccem phenomeaon in that counay, 
according to Mr. O’Sullivan. 

"We’re talking about 25 years," he said. “You c(Hild say 
that this effon is a fallout the Watergate scandal." 

During tbe 1 972 presidential campaign, agents employed 
by then-IYesident Nixon were caught breaking into the 
E^mocratic Party headquarters in the Watergate building in 
Washington, D.C. The burglary was approved by White 
House officials, and eventually forced the resignation of 
President Nixon prior to an apparent pending impeach- 
menL 

The U.S. Office of Government Ethics monitors ethical 
behaviour of the U.S. executive branch. One of its main 
tasks, said Mr. O’Sullivan, is to review statements of finan- 
cial enclosure of executive officials. One per cent of exec- 
utive officials (25,000 government employees) must file 
before taking office. They include the president and all 
political appointees, ambassadors, senior executives, admi- 
rals, generals and the head of the CIA. 

O'Sullivan asserted that requiring officials to dis- 
close their financial interests — isclu<^g profit-making 
assets, liabilities, positions on boards of directors of com- 
panies or organisations, gifts, travel reimbursements or 
speaking fees — is a “preventative measure" that aids the 
govenuneni in avoiding conflicts of interest. 

Financial disclosure statements are a matter of public 
record in the United States, considered another protective 
measure. 

"Tliis means that anyone can requ^t to see tbe financial 
disclosure report of an executive official, including jour- 
nalists. without IhaNing to volunteer] any reasoa,'’ he 
explained. 

“By making these records available to public soutiny, we 
effectively have another preventive measure in place, be 
concluded. “This adds an extra measure of confidence that 
we are trying to avoid a conflict of interest." 


UNU/ILA programme 
closes to mixed reviews 


By Francesca Ciriuci 

J Timt 'i .'s;.;;; -r.v; 

.AMMAN — Participants to the I'iiiiclI N.uions 
L'ni\crsity iL'NUi.Tnlcmational LtMilcrship Al:uI- 
emy tILA) international leadership pro^'ramme. 
which closed here yesterdax, praised the anihiiiuus 
initiative of the conference, the first e\er. hm did 
not spare criticism over organisation.}! .inJ U>gisiic 
as.peci.N. 

"It is a great initiutixe." said MichicI from Hol- 
land. addfng *'I have made many gO(>d friends here 
and we wilfkeep in touch for the rest of oui lixcs." 

The UNU/IL.A imemationul le;ulcr--hip pn^- 
gnimme gathered more than 160 participaius trom 
B5 countries and inaugurated the lirst L'Nli cover- 
ing political is.sues a.C well a.s the first instiniiion 
dealing with global leadership Issues. 

However, Nlichiel did not conceal his "deep dis- 
appointment" with the organisation of the 24-day 
programme, which be (fc.scribed j.s "eMrcniely 
inelficient" and "unacceptable from ;m organisa- 
tion like the U.N." 

Together with some fellow purticipunis, he sent 
an e-mtul with his complaints to Her Mujesiy 
Queen Noor. chair of the lINU/ILA advisor eom'- 
minee. who prompUy proposed a meeting with the 
disappointea participants for the same evening, 
after the closing ceremony (see related story). 

"We did not receive any clear indication of pro- 
gramme content until the day xxc, arrived." Micidcl 
explained, ’’and even during our siay xve xxere not 
given anv information whatsoever." 

The suBtitle of the programme xx as: "Learn about 
leadership directlv from the leaders," and approx- 
imately 50 celebrities of diplomacy and 
international politics, consummate politicians .ind 
heads of numerous international organisations 
convened here. 

Speakers included: Harlan Cleveland, president 
of the World Academy of .Art and Science: Adnan 
Badra/i. deputy-director general of the United 
Nations Eauc'aiional, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO): Jan Egeland. Norwe- 
secretary of state for foreign^affairs: Simone 
Veil, former president of the European parliament: 
French .Ambassador and writer Eric Rouleau: 
Egyptian Foreisn Minister .Amr Mu^u (see story 
on p^e 1); oniTformer Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
mon I^res. 

Due to the high calibre of the participants, and 
their consequent commitments and engagements, 
the programme was subjected to innumerable 
changesland adjustments. 

In an inierx iew with the Jordan "nmes. a partici- 
pant from Canada also complained that the pro- 
gramme became "u series of lectures, xviili no uni- 
fying thread." 

Together with ieciure.s and group discussions, 
the prosramme also included a'si.v-day study x isii 
to Israel. Palestine and Egvpt, starting toda\\ 

"People are travelling to Israel tomorrow with no 
knowledse of what they will be doing there." com- 
plained Ghali from Morocco. 

His most ferx'id accusation, however, was that 
"the selection process (of panicipanisi was not 
clear, and scholarships were not publicised." 

According to a volunteer in the UNU/ILA 
intemationm leadership pn^granune, 9U scholar- 
ships were granted. 

"But the'way the scholarships were granted 
remains unclear, and many people might have 
deserved to be here but they are not because they 
[were not aware of the] possibility of receiving a 
scholarship." Ghali lamented. 

The programme fees were $2,500 for partiei- 
pants from developing countries and around 
M,000 for participants from developed countries. 

Daniella trom Peru complained of "disparities" 
in participants' qualifications and talents, citing as 
on example the fact that a few participants could 
not benent from the lectures as their knowledge of 
English was not advanced. 

[Passerine from Bangladesh opined that the num- 
ber of panicipams should have been limited to M)- 
40 for the group discussions and works to be effec- 
tive. 

In his address to panicipanLs yesterday. Prime 
Minister .Abdul Salam Majali, w'ho conceived of 
the UNU/ILA 14 years ago, admitted that he had 
"to accept many ’compromises" to see his idea 
realised. 

In accordance with Dr. Majali’s original idea, the 
UNU/TLA would have been “a travelling pro- 
gramme," in which croups of ten participants 
would visit other memBer countries and share their 
e:^eriences with others upon their return. 

The premier also wanted the programme to fea- 
ture "nill-day interactions beiweenlhe leaders and 
(he students,^' allowing not only emerging leaders 
to learn from established leaders, b*iit *also the 
established leaders, themselves, to learn from the 
younger generations. 

’ “'The programme should last at least four 
months. Dr. Majali said. 

However, “it was the first try, and the .second will 
be belter," a participant from Congo concluded. 






4 World News 


Jordan Tunes, Wednesday, June 25, 1997 


NEW DELHI Oi) — India 
Tuesday rallied behind an 
agenda for peace talks with 
Pakistan that analysts called 
a balanced corarnitment to 
ending half a century of 
enmity. 

Foreign policy experts 
caudon^ that the dialogue 
was in its nascent stages and 
no one was expecting a 
quick fix. 

While both sides agreed at 
high-level talks in Islama- 
bad that ended Monday to 
tackle the thorniest issue, 
Kashmir, no mutually ac- 
ceptable solution was yet on 
the horizon, they said. 

But the diplomats' efforts 
won widespread backing, 
even from a leader of the 
Hindu Nationalist Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJPj which 
has long cast a jaundiced 
eye on tdks with Pakistan. 

"We are in favour of con- 
tinuing the dialogue," sen- 
ior BJP member Krishan 
Lai Sharma told Reuters. 

Asked if his party was 
upset that India had agreed 
to discuss Kashmir, Mr. 
Sharma said: *'We are not 
disappointed. There is no 
barm in iL There should be 
no precondition." 

Newspapers were unani- 
mously supportive of the 
decision by the two nations, 
which have fought three 
wars since 1947, to set up 
working groups to tackle all 
outstanding issues. 

“A Good Be ginning ” “A 
New Beginning," "A Hope- 
ful Starf' read headlines. 

The Hindu called it “per- 
haps the best 50ch birthday 
present that the two es- 
tranged neighbours in the 
subcontinent, India and Pa- 
kistan. can give each other." 

The pioneer said the 
agreement was “a measure 
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of the new maturity diat suf- wanted an open-ended dia- 
fuses the respective political lo^e. 
establishments." The joint statement was a 

Analysts said that maturi- compromise as it cited 
ty was reflected in the ban- Jammu and Kashmir as a 
dJing of the Kashmir issue, separate issue but listed 
the spark for two of the other areas of concern to be 
nations' three wars. addressed in working 

“This is a very clinical at- groups “in an integrated 

tempt to accommodate both manner." 
sides' mutually intractable Pakistani Prime Minister 
claims," said former Fb- Nawaz Sharif said it was the 
reign Secreiaiy JJ^I. Dixit, first time that India had 
who led India's negotiating recognised Kashmir as dis- 
team at failed talks in 1994. puted. “It is a major break- 

Those talks, like others in through Indo-Pakistani 

the past, broke down over rel^ons," he said. 

Kashiiur. Pakistan had But Indian analysts point- 
wanted the two sides to ed out that Palustan had 
make progress on resolving agreed to discuss a range of 
their competing claims over other issues including peace 
the Himalayan region and security — Shetland 


itiutfil'; 


before tackling other issues. 
India had ball^ at focusing 
exclusively on Kashmir and 


for their military standoff — 
terrorism, drug trafficking 
and economic cooperation. 


“Pakistan would interpret 
it as a concession, but to 
India it is an acknowledge- 
ment of the importance of 
Kashmir, peace and sccun- 
ty, confidence-building. ler- 
rorism all put together,” said 
Bhabani Seugupta, exe- 
cutive director of the Centre 
for Research on Intematio- 
oai Change. 

“That means Pakistan, 
toa has made a conces- 
sion." 

Mr. Seogupta said neither 
side had yet budged over 
Kashmir, which has been 
divided between the two 
since shortly after thqr won 
independence in 1947. “It's 
going to be a long haul, but 
the fact we continue to talk 
is far more important than to 
expect results now," he said. 

Jasjit Singh, director of 
the Institute for Defence 
Studies and Analyses, said 
he expected both sides in 
coming months to zero in 
on side agreements, periiaps 
putting an end to a chilly 
militaiy standoff on the Sia- 
chen Glacier in the Hima- 
layas. 

The only foreseeable 
compromise on Kashmir, he 
said, was for both sides to 
accept the line of control 
that has spUt tile region for 
neariy SO years to become 
permanent border. 

Mr. Sengupta and Mr. 
Singh discounted worries 
that political changes in 
either countiy could soon 
derail the peace initiative. 
More worrisome, according 
to Mr. Singh, was Pakistan's 
ailing economy. 

“Pakistan's stability, in- 
tegrity and Its strength are in 
our interest," Mr. Singh 
said. 




U.S. Supreme Court rejects White JS die in 
House appeal on Whitewater notes J^lfydfiia 

WASHIJJGTON (R) — The coverup. President Bill ing defeat in less than a 

Supreme Cbjjrt '/dealt 'tlfiS'" Clinton and his wife have , montii. ‘The’ .High Coun „ 

Wohe Hous^'a'major defeat nor bees accusedjofiwiong-.;. ruled, . . unanimously .fiilast- ; 

Mdndav. effectivglv reouir- doina. month that Paiida Jones’ ' r f'C/ 


WASHIJJGTON (R) — The 
Supreme C^jjrt'/de'alt "tlfiS'" 
Wfihe House' a'major defeat 
Mdiiday, effecfi^ly requir- 
ing it to giv&''Whitewater 
prosecutors notes that gov- 
ernment lawyers took dur- 
ing discussions with HilJaiy 
Rodham Clinton. 

The White House imme- 
diately expressed regret that 
its appeal bad b^u unsuc- 
cessfol, but surrendered the 
contested documents to 
'Whitewater independent 
counsel Kenneth Starr 
before the close of business 
Monday. 

The High Coun rejected a 
White House appeal, letting 
stand a U.S. Appeals Court 
ruling that attorney-client 
privilege did not tqiply to 
the notes, subpoenal by 
Mr. Starr as part of a grand 
jury investigation. 

The action was taken 
without any explanation or 
dissent and means that the 
notes, which have been at 
the centre of a long legal 
battle, will have to be'tumed 
over. It represents a major 
setback for the White 
House, the first lady and ±e 
Justice Department, all of 
which urged the High Court 
to hear the case and rule that 
attorney-client privilege 
applied. 

Mr. Stair has conducted a 
long investigation into 
Whitewater, a complex web 
of Arkansas business deals 
involving the Clintons, and 
into allegations of a later 


coverup. President Bill 
Clinton and his wife have 
not bees accusedbofiwiong-. 
doing. a 

‘The notes were de^yered 
to Stair today,” an adminis- 
tration official said, al- 
though he declined to give 
any details on the amount of 
paperwoiic involved. 

“We continue to believe 
that government lawyers 
must be allowed to have 
confidential (fiscussioos 
with ±eir clients if they are 
able to provide candid and 
effective legal advice," 
White House Counsel 
Charles Ruff said in a state- 
ment. 

“We regret that the court 
has deci&d not to resolve 
this important issue," he 
said. 

Mr. Clinton, asked repeat- 
edly about the High Court 
rebuff as he greeted people 
after a $500-a-plate cam- 
paign dinner in California, 
ref^ed to comment 

Outside his office in Little 
Rock. Mr. Stair told re- 
porters; “Well, we're just 
very pleased with the Sup- 
reme Court's action.'* He 
declined to speculate on 
what the impact would be 
on his probe. 

When asked if new prose- 
cutions were imminent in 
the probe, Mr. Stair said, 
“we are t^ng it a step at a 
time." 

The Supreme Court's 
denial of the appeal marked 
Mr. Clinton’s second sting- 


ing defeat in less than a 
month. 'The' .High Coun 
rulesd, . . unanimously .dilaR- 
month -that Paula Jones* 
sexual harassment lawsuit 
against Mr. dlinton could 
go forward rather than 
being put on hold until he 
left office. 

The Whitewater case 
involved conversatiozis 
Hillary Clinton bad on July 
11,1995, and Jan. 26, 1996. 
White House lawyers took 
notes while she talked with 
her private Whitewater 
attorney, David Kendall. 

The 1995 notes related to 
her actions after the suicide 
of White House Deputy 
CouDsel \^ce Foster, who 
previously woiked wi± her 
at a Little Rock law finn. 
The 1996 notes dealt with 
her testimony before a fed- 
eral grand jury that day 
about her law fom's billing 
records for work she did for 
a failing savings and loan 
company owned by her 
Whitewater partner. 

The billing records, miss- 
ing for a time, mysteriously 
reappeared in the White 
House family residence and 
were not turned over to 
Whitewater prosecutors 
until two years after being 
subpoenaed. According to 
court papers filed earlier, 
prosecutors described Hil- 
lary Clinton as a central fig- 
ure in the probe and said she 
had changed her testimony 
in the course of the lengthy 
investigation. 


After G-8 summit in Denver, Clinton 
focuses on underprivileged America 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
After touting the exemplary 
U.S. economy at the week- 
end GS summit in Denver, 
President Bill Clinton flew 
to California to turn his 
attention to the millions of 
Americans denied a share in 
prosperity. 

But at a U.S. mayors* con- 
ference in San Francisco 
and at a Los Angeles school 
where he unveiled a private 
ini tiati ve providing medical 
insurance to 50,000 unin- 
sured children Monday, Mr. 
Clinton had little to offer. 

His fxoposals not only 
reflect the federal govern- 
ment's increasing helpless- 
ness in dealing with the 
socially marginalised, but 
also the prev^ing ultracon- 
servative political climate. 

In contrast with European 
cities where the underprivi- 
leged tend to live in the sub- 
urbs. it is the middle class 


here who flock to the sub- 
urbs leaving urban areas to 
blacks and other ethnic 
minorities. 

The White House had 
announced that Mr. Clinton 
would use his speech to tiie 
mayors to unveil an ambi- 
tious urban policy. 

In fact, be simply present- 
ed a series of micro-mea- 
sures similar to those aired 
during his 1996 election 
campaign, which basically 
propose financial incentives 
to draw people back to city 
centres. 

One plan alls for curbing 
rising urban crime by sell- 
ing some 2.000 police offi- 
cers cut-rate, inner city fed- 
eral bousing. 

Another measure offers to 
slash $200 firom the pur- 
chasing costs of urban hous- 
ing. 

Both measures would cost 
$675 million over a period 


of five years — a pittance 
by federal budget standards, 
but the only realistic sum 
Mr. Clinton can hope for 
from a Republican-con- 
iroied Congress bent on gut- 
ting social programmes. 

^lier Monday, Mr. 
Clinton was on hand at the 
Mar Vista Elementary 
School, west of Los Ange- 
les to hear a major private 
health insurance company 
offer $1(X) million to insure 
50,(X)0 needy children for 
five years. 

Mote than 40 million 
Americans, one fourth of 
them childieo, lack proper 
health insurance. These are 
not needy people, who auto- 
matically qualify for 
Medicaid (jfbderally sub- 
sidised bealib insuiasce), 
but people and families wh^ 
woik but cannot afford 
health insurance. \ 


TIRANA (A^ncies) — 
Fifteen people died and 
three pofice officers were 
injured in violent incidents 
across Albania in the past 
24 hours, police and hospi- 
tal sources said Tuesday. 

Random acts of violence 
are on the increase ahead of 
Sunday's l^islative elec- 
tions. 

Albanian President Sali 
Berisha pushed his party’s 
general election campaign 
into high gear Monday, 
saying his Socialist rivals 
would meet the same 
rfftmise as their ("Co mmunis t 
predecessors who seized 
power in 1944. 

Mr. Berisha was address- 
ing an outdoor rally in 
Tirana after Albania’s 
major parties signed an 
agreement is Rome pledg- 
ing to ensure a firee and fair 
b^ot Sunday and recog- 
nising die ne^ for a coali- 
tion government 
Alfoou^ Mr. Berisha is 
not up ^ reelection, he 
has waged a high-profile 
campaign to keep intact the 
large majority 1^ Democ- 
ratic Party enjoys in Parlia- 
ment The vote is viewed 
by many as judgment on 
his five years in power. 

He said the Socialists 
were linked to “paid gang- 
sters," a reference to self- 
styled “committees'* which 
still control some southern 
regions after violence erup- 
ted throughout Europe's 
poorest country in Match. 
Some 1,500 people have 
died. 

T am warning them they 
will not enjoy die fiuits of 
victory if they resort to ter- 
ror or bloodshed,” a hoarse 
Berisha told the cheering 
crowd, which numbered no 
more than 700. 

‘Tbu and your brothers 
are understandably upset 
by gang violence. I pledge 
on June 29 these gangs 
will meet an ugly end. 'We 
will tell them like didir 
predecessors in 1944, they 
will meet the same shame- 
ful end.” 

Albania was ruled by Eas- 
tern Europe's most repres- 
sive Communist regime for 
45 yeais and was one of the 
last countries in the to 
throw off one-party rule. 

Hie though 

wmmunist 

itofess 







Taiwan Presideat Lee Tbng-Hni inspects tlie armoury unit of the Marine Corp duri^ a review wwpons at 

sonthem Taiwan’s Tsoying Base Ihesday. Taiwan b^an tvro-days of noilhary exercises with the first day focussing 
on a <^lay of aewfy acquired arms (Reuter photo) 

Controversial Taiwan war games reach finale 


HENGCHUN (R) — Tbi- 
wan President Lee Teng- 
Hui presided over the finale 
of a two-day military drill 
Tuesday seen widely as a 
blunt rejection of China’s 
reunification overtures on 
the eve of its takeover of 
Hong Kong. 

Mr. Lee praised the war 
games as a “successful ac- 
complishment” after watch- 
ing his armed forces show 
off their combat ability, 
artillery firing power arid 
newly procur^ high-tech 
weapons at soutiiem Tai- 
vran's Heogebun Military 
Base. 

Mr. Lee dismissed con- 
cerns about staging the 
drills just before Hong 
Kong's July 1 return to 
CHiinese sovereignty. 

‘This Chinese Gl(^ exer- 
cise is one of 13 major exer- 
cises under the miUtafy's 


aimual training pro- 
grammes,** Mr. told an 
assembly of senior officials, 
military brass and several 
hundred visiting foreign 
reporters after the smoke 
h^ cleared. 

“It has absolutely nothing 
to do with the inappropriate 
linkage that some interna- 
tional figures had suspect- 
ed," he said without elabo- 
ration. 

The United States bad 
urged Taipei and Beijing not 
to stage manoeuvres before 
the British colony’s han- 
dover. saying tiiis would be 
“counterproductive** at such 
a sensitive moment. 

Military analysts have 
said ^ drills, whUe testing 
military readiness, served 
mainly to put teeth behind 
Taipei’s rejection of reunifi- 
cation wiA China under the 
“one countiy, two systems” 


concept being tried out in 
Hong Kong. 

Beijing's official Xinhua 
News Agency Sunday is- 
sued a commentary hailing 
the local autonomy model 
as an example for Tbiwan's 
own “reunification with the 
motherland." 

Bolstering Mr. Lee’s tacit 
message of well-armed de- 
fiance. the drills were aired 
live on Taiwan Television 
— making it easy for main- 
land strategists across the 
Taiwan Strait to tune in. 

Beijing, wUch views Na- 
tionalist-ruJed Tmwan as a 
renegade province, has 
warned other countries not 
to arm the island, trying to 
choke off the exiled Repub- 
lic of China and bring Tai- 
wan finally under mainland 
rule. 

The Nationalist republic 
fledtoTuw^ aftCT losing 


civil war to the Communists 
in 1949. 

Tuesday's drills began 
with mock air raids by 
newly imported U.S. F-16 
and j^rench Mirage 2000-5 
fighters, followed strafing 
runs by dozens of rocket-fir- 
ing. bomb-dropping F-5s. 

Commanders hailed tte 
games as a victory for Tai- 
wan's efforts CO obtain some 
of the world's best high-tech 
weapons in the face of Bei- 
jing's strenuou.s opposition. 

U.S.-made Patriot anti- 
missile missile.s. procured 
to shoot down incoming 
Chinese missiles, were put 
on display — but Jiot fired 
due to their nulIion-doUar 
pricetags. 

The military mobilised 
2,000 soldiers for the drills, 
along with dozens of wor- 
piaoes. tanks and other wea- 
pons. 


li.N. gefe offers for Congo fofcej^ c^ 


BRA22AVILUE (R) — 
Shellfire briefly brolre the 
calm in the Congo Republic 
capital Brazzav^ as the 
West Afiicaa country’s war- 
ring sides tried Tuesday to 
preserve a truce, a precondi- 
tion for a plazmed Afiican 
intervention force. 

Senegal and Togo offered 
troops for tiie peacekeeping 
effort which U.N. envoy 
Mohamed Sahnoun said 
could be in place swiftly, 
but for a limit^ stay. 

Brazzaville’s Mayor 
Bernard Kolelas, mediating 
frantically between pro- and 
anti-president factions, was 
to press on with his efforts 
by assembling politicians in 
Bacongo, a southern suburb 
he controls. 

His metfiatiOD moves 
nearly ran aground Monday 
when two shells slammed 


into houses near Bacongo 
Market, wounding six peo- 
ple and prompting the 
French ambassador to say 
he believed someone was 
trying to sabotage the peace 
efforts. 

The shells were fired dur- 
ing a 90-minute artillery 
duel that almost derailed the 
six-day-old ceasefire. It 
risked dragging the neigh- 
bouring Democratic 

RepubSc of Congo, former- 
ly Ztdre, into the conflict 
when seven shells landed 
near its capital Kinshasa. 

The truce has dampened 
fighting ihat raged for 12 
days in the former French 
colonial capital Brazzaville, 
killing an estimated 1,000 
people. Mr. Sahnoun said 
even more might have died. 

But no day has gone by 
without some firing, and 


Monday's battle was the 
worst breach so far. The 
truce is due to last until the 
weekend. 

Mr. Sahnoun said after a 
summit of eight West 
Afiican states in Togo that 
the force of an initial 1,600- 
1,800 men could be dep- 
loyed rapidly in Brazzaville, 
across the Congo River 
from Kinshasa. 

Mediators want the inter- 
vention force to help restore 
order so that democratic 
presidential elections that 
were to have been held on 
July 27 can go ahead. 

Brazzaville descended 
into warfore on June 5 when 
President Pascal Lissouba 
tried to disarm a militia run 
by an opposing candidate 
for the poll, former leader 
Denis S^sou Nguesso. 

Until the flare-up, the 


sleepy city of a million had 
seemed like a haven of 
p^ce to people across the 
river in teeming Kinshasa, 
who had feared their own 
war as Laurent Kabila's 
rebels neared the city in 
May to finish off the rule of 
the now exiled Mobutu Sese 
Seko. 

Mr. Kabila's foreign min- 
ister said he believed the 
country had been deliber- 
ately targeted in Monday's 
shelling, which state televi- 
sion said wounded one man 
in the former Zaire. 

“We could tell precisely 
where they were fired 
ftom.” Bizima Karaha said, 
without identifying the 
guilty party. 

He gave a “final warning” 
diat the countiy would 
defend itself if there were 
any further such incidents. 


Thousands flee battles in Central African capital 


BANGUI (R) — Several 
thousand residents have fled 
the Central Aftican Repub- 
lic’s capital Bangui for the 
safe^r of the countryside 
after four days of clashes 
between Afiican peacekeep- 
ers and disaffected local sol- 
diers, witnesses say. 

Tro(^ ftom fonner colo- 
nial power France patrolled 
the city centre Monday and 
joined peacekeepers on a 
sweep of south^ districts 
loyal to army mutineers 
who have yet to rejoin their 
units under a Januaiy peace 
deal, they added. 

“People are afraid of be- 
ing killed," one resident 
who stayed said, adding that 
electricity supplies to the 
southern suburbs had been 
cuL "There's an urban exo- 
dus to the rural areas.** 

Medical workers say the 
clashes, which have includ- 
ed mortar and artillery 
salvoes, have killed at least 


30 people and wounded at 
least 70 in a city which is 
struggling to recover from 
three army mutinies in less 
dian a year. 

A spokesman for the 
peacekeepers. Captain La- 
mine Gueye, described 
Monday’s operation as “one 
of self defence.” 

The peacekeepers inter- 
vened under ±e Jan. 25 
peace deal to end political 
and ethnic clashes between 
supporters and opjponems of 
President Ange-Felix Pa- 
tasse in the army. 

Mali’s widely respected 
former militaiy leader, 
Amadou Toumani Toure, 
who brokered the January 
agreement, said Monday he 
was retuming to Bangui. He 
said any solution lay ulti- 
mately with Central Aftican 
Republic citizens them- 
selves. 

“My role is to help the two 
parties, the different parties 


to agree," he told Radio 
France International in an 
interview. “The vital role 
will always come back to 
the nation^s." 

French diplomats said that 
their embassy, hit by mortar 
shells Satur^y. was struck 
again Monday. Saturday’s 
salvo wounded seven peo- 
ple. five of them French 
nationals. No one was hurt 
in Monday’s barrage. 
French troops are in Bangui 
under a defence pact. 

French helicopters flew 
o\'er the city and intennit- 
tent salvoes of mortar and 
heavy machinegun fire 
could be heard from various 
districts. Isolated shots rang 
out after dark. 

One report said that 
French helicopters opened 
fire on Camp Kassai, a mil- 
itary barraclu housing many 
former mutineers. 

The Bangui peacekeeping 
force has been touted as a 


model for a solution in 
Bt^zaville, capital of the 
neighbouring Congo 
Republic where similar po- 
litical and ethnic clashes 
killed hundreds of people 
this month. 

Mutinies in April and May 
1996 in Bangui began as 
protests over pay but 
evolved into a movement to 
topple Mr. Patasse. a civil- 
ian from the north of the 
country elected in 1993. 
The third mutiny began in 
November and degenerated 
into ethnic bloodshed. 

Most of the mutineers are 
members of the Yakoma 
tribe of former military 
leader Andre Kolingba, 

The 800-strong African 
force includes soldiers from 
Burkina Faso, Chad, Ga- 
bon. Mali, Senegal and Tb- 
SO- A Senegalese soldiCT 
killed Friday was among the 
first casualties of the floic- 
up. 


Milosevic wins backing for federal presidency bid 

Yugoslavia’s federal presidency, despite a running feud with The^eS ^ political reforms. 

Montenegrin Prin« Minister greudwim 

Montenegro’s ruling DPS Party agreed Mr. MUosevic 

would iqilaceouigomg Yugoslav President ZoianLilic, who thirds ^ command a majoniy of almost two 
steps down on June 26. The DPS fi h k i 

Mr. MUosevic is expe^ to aKume the federal presidency changes un^^t^rS^ r SPS propasals for constitutional 
within weeks, paving the way for presidential elections ^ bv president would be elected 

Serbia early aiinimn. The Serbian constitution forbids 


ynmm we^ pavmg me presidential elections in by urtiversal ^ would be elected 

^la early au^ The S^ian constitution forbids would re^ ^ amendment 

him ftom seekmg a third term as the republic's president Monren^!/?? S ® authority within the federation. 

The DPS l^dersMp voted 51-36 in favour of support for it k equal status with Serbia although 

Mr. Milosevic s switch to the federal office and rejmed an ner. demographically dwarfed by its ptS- 
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Hong Kong 
passes soft 

anti-treason 

j|law before 
handover 

HONG KONG CAgenciesj 
— Ume-dock Hong Kong 
lawmakers passed a soft 

^ti-treason law Tuesday in 
h(^cs of fending ’ off 
Chincse-style jailings of 
dissidents after Beijing 
takes o\«r the British-nin 
terrifOTy on June 1. 

The amendments to the 
crimes ordinance cover 
treason and sedition, but 
legislators in the pro-de- 
mocracy camp managed to 
miuter enough votes to 
siiike down proposed pro- 
visions against subversion 
and secession. 

While China stronglv crit- 
icised earlier drafts of the 
law, it has stopped shon of 
pledging to have the mea- 
sure scrapped after next 
week’s handover. But Hons 
Kong's future leader Tuna 
Chee-Hwa has said it wifl 
be up to his government to 
draw- up legislation on such 
sensidve masers. 

Passed by 23 votes to 20, 
following protracted debate 
• and an adjournment late 
Monday ni^i, the amended 
law states clearly that only 
violence, not vo^ dissent, 
should constitute a punish- 
able offence. 

The legislators, whose 
elected assembly is to be 
dissolved on the stroke of 
midnight on June 30, aicri 
insisted that seditious state- 
ments in speeches or publi- 
cations should not be con- 
sidered offences. 

The original draft amend- 
mems. which the British- 
led government unveiled in 
November 1996. were al- 
ready highly comendous 
and drew heavy cridcism. 

China slammed Britain at 
the time for going it alone 
on the proposed bill, chazg- 
it ^ih medc^g in 
affaiii' oftHeTutpre Hong 
Kodg Spedal Adriunistra- 
A tive Region (SAR) of China 
and with violating the post- 
handover constitution, the 
Basic Law. 

Dsmocratic i^rty legisla- 
tor Cheung Man-Kwong 
said during the debate that 
the anti-treason law could 
not be used as an excuse for 
China to suppress fieedom 
of speech in Hong Kong. 

L^Iators in the pro-Chi- 
na camp said, however, that 
passing such a law should 
have l^n left to an interim 
chamber, w-hich China 
helped form last December 
and which is set to take the 
place of the elected Legisla- 
tive Council (LEGCO) on 
July 1. 

'T^ersonally. I believe the 
iegisladoo should be passed 
by the SAR legislature, 
rather than this LEGCO,” 
> said legislator David Cfau, 
who is also a member of the 
interim chamber. 

British Governor Chris 
Patten told reporters that 
while be prefeir^ the origi- 
nal government draft, the law 
passed Tuesday was fine. 

‘‘1 thinlc the bill as it stands 
is a good one. It provides a 
very belpfol benchmaik...! 
hope the future SAR will 
find it a useful base fes: any 
subsequent legislation that 
they need on subversion and 
secession,” be said. 

“I don't see anywhere in 
which it is against the basic 
law." 

Meanwhile, British Ma- 
jor-General Bryan Dutton 
said Tuesday Chinese 
troops due to enter Hong 
Kong on June 30 hours be- 
fore the niirinight handover 
to Beijing are warm and 

■ intelligent people who pose 

no threaL 

The commander of the de- 
parting British garrison told 
reporters at his headqua r ters 
that the People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) would have no 
internal security role in 
Hong Kong before or after 
its return to Chinese rule. 

•The Royal Hong Kong 
Police are in control both be- 
fore mifinighr aod after mid- 
nighu'* Maj.-Gen. Dut©n 
said. 

‘The military presence 
here is purely as a mariifes- 
tation of sovereignty, a 
largely ceremonial role. I 
see no possibility of no- 
tary of either side being 

■ involved in an internal 
securitv simatioo,” he said. 



Khmer Rouge leader Ftti Pot is interviewed in the Cambodian jangle, in this nndat- 
^ photo. Cambodian government leaders have amiounoed that the guerrilla leader 
is babag held by his former Khmer Rouge allies {Renter photo) 

Sri Lanka troops approach rebel town 


COLOMBO (AFP) — 
Thousands of government 
soldiers were closing in on a 
key lORTi held by Tamil 
Tiger guerrillas in northern 
Sri tunica after a battle that 
killed 61 people, the De- 
fence .Ministry said Tues- 
day. 

An officer and 13 soldiers 
were killed when troops 
resumed their advance into 
territory held by the sepa- 
ratist Liberatio n Tig ers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in the 
northern Wanni region 
Monday, the ministry said 

It said 40 Tiger guerrillas 
were also killed in one con- 
ftoncation while seven were 
killed in another batxle near 
the rebel town of Puliyan- 
kulam. 

'Terrorists having offered 
resistance initially retreated 
northwards, since tfaev were 


unable to face the advanc- 
ing troops,” the ministry 
said 

were verj’ close to 
Puliyankulam yesterday 
and it may be possible to go 
iu sometime today,** a mili- 
tary' spokesman here said. 

Security forces began an 
offensive on May 13 in an 
eff<m to open a laiid route to 
the north^ Jaffna Penin- 
sula. 

Despite deploying 20,0(X) 
soldiers, the “Sure Of Vic- 
tory" operation has succee- 
ded in moving only 16 kilo- 
metres. Troops have another 
60 kilometres to go to reach 
their objective. 

The Jaffna Peninsula, the 
fountainhead of Tamil sepa- 
ratism, was wrested from 
rebel control in December 
1^5 but the area continues 
to be sipplied by air and sea 


because the only road to the 
area is held by the Tigers. 
Moodav's buitle end^ a 
13-day lull in fighting in the 
northern region. Soldiers 
began their march MtKiday 
from the northern towns of 
Periyamadu and Nedunker- 
oi which they took from the 
Tigers last month. 

Ofiidal figures sbosv 274 
soldiers been kilJeri and 
the r^ls say their losses are 
much lower. The woist blood 
shed came when the LTTE 
put up a soong cotmteraoack 
on June 10 and destroy ed a 
mlliiaiy base and ammunition 
dump near Vavuniya town. 

The Tiger guerrillas are 
campaigning for indepen- 
dence in the island's north 
and east. More than 50,(X)0 
people have been killed in 
the separatist conflict in the 
past 26 years. 


Solana: Dispute blocking 
Bosnia airport accord 


SARAJEVO (R) — NATO 
Secretary-Gener^ Javier 
-l-Solana- criticised Bosnian 
jMlitical leaders Monday for 
failing to sign an agreement 
to reopen re^ooal aiipQits to 
civilian traffic. 

Mr. Solana had planned to 
wimess the signi^ of the 
agreement on civtiian air 
traffic during his visit to Sa- 
rajevo but Bosnian Serb po- 
liticians raised last-minute 
objections. 

Tt's a ftustFating thing that 
small and petty politics are 
preventing an important 
d^ion being taken,*’ 
Mr. Solana told reponeis. 

The NATO-led peace force 
and Bosnian leaders have 
been discussing proposals 
for six months which would 
restore civilian flights at air- 
ports in Tuzia, Mostar and 
the SeibHixmtrolIed town of 
Banja Luka. 

Bosnian Serb represrata- 
lives raised firesb ejections 
to aproposed deal at a meet- 
ing Monday of Bosnia’s 
Cenn^ Cabinet, said Mi- 
chael MacLay, a spokesman 
for the Intematioual High 


Representative to Bosnia. 

The Serbs opiposed forma- 
tion o£ a dvilian air, traffic, 
authority for aJh of Bosnia : 
.and called on NATO to bro- 
ker a separate agreement on 
the Banja Luka Airport 
local authorities. 

. The Serbs argued that the 
aiiport in Banja Luka should 
be treated ^feremly from 
the Mostar and Turia air- 
ports, kKated in the coun- 
try’s Muslim-Cioai federa- 
tion. 

The Serbs said Mostar and 
Tuzia airports were owned 
^ the Yugoslav military 
before the Bosman War 
began in 1992 and should be 
included in negotiations on 
dividing assets of the foimer 
Yugoslavia. 

1^. MacLay said the Serb 
position reflected a refusal 
to acc^ the authority of a 
joint Bosnian government 
set out under foe Dayiou 
Peace Accords. 

They are resisting foe 
competence of foe commcxi 
institutions." he told Reuters. 

Mr. Solana declined to dis- 
cuss calls by European coun- 


tries to extend the NATO 
peacekeeping mission after 
its nmn^te. .exgjrps_m__a._ 
year's Ji^. but hiat^ foe- 
alUaDce^uId*not alld^ war '' 
to erupt agtun ui Bosnia. 

‘The ody thing I can say 
is that the intemational com- 
muni^' will not abandon 
Bosnia. Of course with that 
sentence a lot of things may 
fit. 

"But I want to again say a 
decision at this point of 
NATO and foe countries that 
belong to SFOR (foe NATO- 
led Stabilisation Force) is to 
keep foe operation going 
unfo July 1998." 

Mr. Sdana said Bosma's 
former warring factions had 
to use foe time left in foe 
NATO mandate to carry out 
their obligations in foe Day- 
ton oeaiy. 

*We are all •very tired of 
words, of statements. These 
people do have to take on 
their responsibilities and 
move the (peace) process 
forward. 

'This unfortunately is not 
taJdng place at foe sp^ and 
rate that I would like to see." 


U.S. House votes to restart 
production of Stealth bombers 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. House of Represen- 
tatives Monday v<Ked to 
restart production of radar- 
evading B-2 Stealth 
bombers despite protests by 
Defence Secretary William 
Cohen that baying nine 
more planes was expensive 
and unnecessary. 

On a vote of 216-209 foe 
Republican-ied b(xly rej^- 
ed an amendment which 
aimed to eliminate $33 1 
million funded to restart 
elements of Northrop 
Grumman Corp.’s B-2 pro- 
duction line and procure 
tnatoriak for nine more 
bombers. 

The aircraft were included 
in foe 5268 billion defence 
aufoorzsation for the com- 
ing 1998 fiscal year which 
the House is to vote Tues- 
day. The total defence fund- 
ing is 52.6 1^00 more than 
President Bill Clinton re- 
quested and has several pro- 
visions his Budget Director 
Franklin Raines warned 
could lead to a veto. 

The Senate next month 
will vote on its version of 
(he defence bilL which spe- 
cifically bars more B-2 air- 
craft. The Senate bill calls 


for spenefing foe same total 
$268 billion on defence. 

Representative Mark Fo- 
ley, a Republican from 
Florida and one of those 
who objected to the cost of 
foe bombers, noted that one 
of the advanced ainraft 
would pay for 188,000 
economy cars or groceries 
for 360^77 families for an 
entire year. 

. Secretary of Defence Wil- 
liam Cohen wrote his objec- 
tions to foe aircraft in a let- 
ter to House National Se- 
curity Committee Chair- 
man Floyd Spence, Repub- 
lican of South Carolina. 

Cohen said foe Pen- 
tagon was unanimous in its 
vi^ that "the cost of fur- 
ther B-2 production cannot 
be justified." But supportets 
argued that foe funds would 
help maintain productive 
capadty of foe defence 
industry and provide neces- 
sary miliiaiy fighting capa- 
bility. 

The black, delta-shaped 
6-2, which uses special 
"St^fo" radar-evasion 
technology to penetrate 
enemy airspace undetected, 
was origin^y developed in 
foe 1980s as a replacement 


for the ageing B-1 fleeL The 
Pentagon bought 21 of the 
planes for S44.6 billion and 
foe manufacturer has 
offered to build another 20 
for about $570 million each. 

Office of Management 
and Budget Director Raines 
sent a letter to congression- 
al leaders warning that a 
veto would be recommend- 
ed if Congress adopted a 
proposed amendment that 
would require U.S. troops 
be withdrawn from Bosnia 
by a specific date. 

The House will consider 
an aiseodmern to stop ftiod- 
ing of U.S. miiitaiy opera- 
tions in Bosnia after 1997. 
If approved it would allow 
an extension to a final with- 
drawal date of June 30, 
1998, the date foe White 
House has said troops 
would be removed. 

Representative Van Hil- 
leaiy. Republican of Ten- 
nessee, and sponsor of the 
ament^ttt. noted that U.S. 
involvement in Bosnia had 
been extended already be- 
yond the December 1996 
original pull-out date. 


Cambodia sets poll date, 
wants Pol Pot back soon 


PHNOM PENH (R) — Cambodian co-preinier Prince 
Norod(«n Ranariddh announced a breakthrough agreement 
Tuesday to hold ejections in May, declaring this far more 
important th^ the capture of infamous leader Pol Poi. 

But Printt Ranarid^ s^d he w ouid not allow the numer of 
Mr. Pol Pot’s return to Phnom P;nh to drag on. and warned 
a Khmer Rouge ^slinter group it must ha^ over the hated 
stron^nan scKm if it wants an amnesty deal. 

Werid pressure has been building since Mr. Pol Pot's cap- 
tun; last Thursday for him to be tried an imemational tri- 
bunal for his tnutal 1975-79 “killing fields regime, respon- 
sible for the deaths of more than one million people. 

Prince Ranariddh said he and co-premier Hun Sen hud 
finally agreed oo a dace for general eieaions — May I99S. 

Prince Ranariddh, speaking at a Pugoda opening on the 
outskirts of Phnom Penh, said holding the elections was 
meve imponam for the impoverished country than the hated 
Pol Pol’s capture, vdiich has made headlines around the 
world. 

"Pol Pot is pa^.. For me foe elections are much more 
important," he said. 

I^plomats had expressed tears about the timing of the elec- 
tions amid an upsurge in political violence and increased 
bickering b^ween the two premiers. 

Prince Ranariddh said he and his coalition partner wanieJ 
to tell U.S. Seortarv' of State Madeleine Albright, origiiiaUv 
scheduled to visit Cambodia later this week, that they had . 
agreed on the date. 

However, the U.S. State Department said last week that 
Mrs. Albright was reconsidering her trip because of securitv 
concerns f<^lowtng a recent gun battle on the streets ot' 
Phnom Penh becw'een bodyguards loyal to foe two prime 
ministers. 

“Last niglu Hun Sen called me about the visit of Secretary 
of Stale Maddeiue Albright. Wc will tell them that... Mav* 
1998 will be tire general election in this country." Prince 
Ranariddh said. 

A pow'cr struggle between the two prime ministers and a 
row over how' to deal with the remnants of the Khmer Rouge 
guerrilla ftxce following Mr. Pol l^t's capture has crippled 
the gov’cmment and led to international concern over esca- 
lating political violence. 


The Croup of Seven (G-7) industrial nations and Russia at 
foeir nreem summit in the I'nited States called for an end io 
foe political chaos in Cambodia and urged the country's lead- 
ers 10 "demonstraie *iheir commiimcn: to holding a free and 
fair election bv setting an exact date." 

The cummt unea\v coalition government emeigcd from 
U.N.-sponsored polls in 1993 that followed a peace p.iei 
signed two years earlier by nvol Cambodian fjctions. 

But Prince Ranariddh has complained that even foough he 
W'on foe largest number or seats in (he p^ill, Mr. Hun Sen, 
leader of the Conununis: government which ruled before- 
hand. has never shored power equitohlv. 

Now. with the election oppro;iching. the two :ire in :i muke- 
oT-hrtak Struggle for power. 

Prince Ranariddh's Rovjlisi Fl'NCINPEC pans w.mis to 
strike a deal with more mivdcrate elements in the enimblmg 
guerrilla force, a imwc ih.ii Mr. Hun Sen sees .is j chreai (o 
the snengfo of his Cambodian People's Puitv «TPPi in (he 
run-up to foe pvills. pii'litical aiulvsts said. 

More foun one million C;imKiJieiis died o! sUtrv'ation, dis- 
ease and hard laNnir, i>r were eseeuied .is enemies ot ihe 
Khmer Rouge during .Mr. P.4 Pot's rule in rhe l*#7(K. 

Prince Rana.ridiih Yuesd.iv dismissed lioubis itial Mr Pol 
Pot was being detained bv the relvN. bin he added that the 
povemmeni wanted j quick nrtum of Mr. Pol PiH to Phnom 

iVnh. 

He said arrangements would be nude tor .it le.tsi one jour- 
nalist to N.' token to sec Mr. Pol Pot. who is N'ing held in the 
northwest Khmer Rouge base of Anlong \eng, ui put an end 
to foe scepricism. 

“We have to talk aivmt da>s. otherwise ! cannot trust 
them." the pnnee said of the hre.ik.iwav t.iction w hich iimred 
against Mr. Pol Po: earlier ihi- month. 

“If thev ore iLsking for an .imnesrv thev luve to Iv logical . 
.\nd hand over Poi Pot to us." he s.iiJ 

China Tuesday indicated it would opfvtse on intcm.ition.il 
war enmes tribunal tor Pol and other Khmer Rouge lead- 
ers. 

“The Khmer Rouge issue, ineiuding the question of Pol 
Pot. arc iniemoi aft'axrs of Camhiklia. It should he up to the 
Cambodian pci'ple tiv handle them." Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Cui 1 unkai told reporters. 


Sunni chief’s lawyer, Shiite killed in Pakistan 


LAHORE (R) — Gunmen 
killed a lawyer woridng 
for the leader of a militant 
Sunni Muslim faction in 
Lahore Tuesday and a 
Shiite Muslim activist was 
shot dead in the Punjab 
provincial town of Khoir- 
pur Tameywala. police 
said. 

They said gunmen on a 
motorcycle shot Khalil 
Ahmad, a lawyer for Azam 
Tari^ >r-«ldader.«]kfoo-miI-s' 
Ttant Suimi'Sip^-i-Sahaba 
Pakistan (SSr) organisa- 


tion — near the High 
Court building in the cen- 
tre of Lahore, the Punjab 
provincial capital. 

Ahmad, who had also 
been riding a motorcycle, 
was shot on his way to the 
court. Police said he died 
on the spoL Mr. Taiiq suc- 
ceeded to the SSP leader- 
ship after his predecessor. 
Zia Ur-Rahmao Faniqi. 
was killed in a bomb blast 
■in Lahore in January'. Mr. 
Ihriq was seriously 
wounded in that explosion. 


In a separate attack. pv>- 
iice said unidentified gun- 
men killed a Shiite activist 
named Ala Wa.saya in 
Khairpur Tameywala. 100 
kilometres south of the 
central Punjab city of 
Multan. 

Khairpur TameyvvaJu 
was the scene of a mass 
killing on .■\pril 25. when 
gunmen shot deaii nine 
people, including six Shi- 
ites and three Sunnis, in a 
busy market area. 

No group claimed res- 


ponsibility for the latest 
killings, but they appeared 
to be part of u long-nin- 
ning feud between Sunni 
and Shiite factions which 
has cost dozens of lives 
this year. 

DilTerences between 
hardline groups among Pa- 
kistan's minority Shiites 
:md majority Sunnis have 
often spilled into violence, 
especially in the populous 
province of Punjab. 
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Women can win effort 

THE EFFORTS the Princess Basma 
Resource Centre and other civil society 
oi^nisations are exerting towards helping 
women secure seats in the comii^ Parliament 
are very commendable. For months now the 
Centre has been oi^anising seminars, confer- 
ences and visits to different parts of the 
Kingdom in a bid to mobilise women taking 
an active part in the coming elections. The 
Centre and women activists who have volun- 
teered to work for this cause have shown 
that they are well-aware of the problems that 
they face and of ways to tackle them. 

Although there still are mgjor obstacles 
standing in the way of women reaching 
Parliament, the effort to organise and 
mobilise is in itself worthy of attention, If not 
outright essentia] for developing this coun- 
try's women movement With dedication 
and hard work the women should be able to 
put their agenda on top of the list of issues 
that will form the subject matter of the elec- 
tions. While no-one expects that more women 
than men will ultimately be elected to 
Parliament, by going through the experience 
they would gain greater experience in elec- 
toral campaigning, on the one hand, and 
highlit their and their children's problems, 
on the other. 

Although there is little hope to convince 
many men to vote for them, women should 
!not limit their campaign to. tiheir own is^es. 
They should address all the problems that 
pertain to society. 

Meanwhile, women should concentrate 
their efforts on explaining to others how they 
could improve their condition at home, at the 
workplace and throu^out the country. 
What is more important, however, is for 
women campaigners to get female voters to 
back women candidates. 

According to a recent poll, only about one 
per cent of men might be expected to vote for 
women. But if women candidates can con- 
vince 20 per cent of their own to vote for 
them they could send at least eight female 
deputies to Parliament That would be a 
marked achievement on which much can be 
built in the future. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra’i daily Tuesday criticised 
Bassam Emoush. an Islamist member of Parliaioent, 
who. he said, has been warning against allowing for- 
eigners to buy property in Jord^ or Jordanian compa- 
nies shares. Fahed Fanek said that the deputy has b^n 
nusing the hue and cry over reports that foreigners were 
buying shares in the phosphate, potash and cement fac- 
tories. claiming that this poses a serious threat to the 
national economy. If Jo^an wants to develop and 
attract investors to its various projects, it must open the 
door to foreign investors. o±erwise it will remain iso- 
lated and its national economy will remain paralysed, 
said the writer. According to the writer, since the start 
of 1997 and until the middle of June, only JD 25.9 mil- 
lion worth of shares have been bought by foreigners in 
the Amman Financial Market whose total shares are 
worth JD 357 million, accounting for one per cent of 
the total value of shares traded in maricet. Tbe writer 
said that the deputy ought to make thorough studies of 
the reports about foreign investments and purchases of 
shares before issuing warnings against foreign hegemo- 
ny on the national economy. He said that Jordan has to 
do everything in its power in order to attract investors 
in a bid to invigorate its economy. 

A WRITER for A1 RaM reviewed reports about Jsraeii 
inhuman treatment of Arabs in PsQestine. citing an 
Amnesty International report issued last year about 
such atrocities and Israel's arrest of 1.600 Palestinians 
who were detained without trial. Izzeddin Manasrah 
said diat the Israelis have been condemned by the 
world organisations for ill treating the Palestinians and 
for confiscating 97 per cent of £e West Bank and 60 
per cent of the Gaza Strip to build Jewish settlements 
and for m aintainin g a siege on the occupied Arab lands. 
He said that these Israeli actions and the continued 
building of Jewish sectlements on Arab lands are 
enough causes for the woild communi^ to impose 
sanctions on the Jewish state. Referring to a recent 
European Union declaration in Amsterdam, supporting 
the Palestinian people's rights and demanding that 
Israel give up its present policies and occupied Arab 
lands, the writer said that although such declaration is a 
positive development, nothing short of world commu- 
nity’s sanctions on Israel can stop the present govern- 
ment in Tel Aviv from pursuing its aggression. 
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The Washington Watch By Pr. James zogb> 

U.S. Congress’ resolution on ‘reunification 
of Jerusalem’ — ‘display of gratititous power’ 



PRO-lSRAELl bulldozers 
rolled through the U.S. 
Congress on June 10 and, 
once again, made rubble of 
integrity and intelligence. 

In a blatant display of 
gratuitous power. Congress 
overwhelrningly passed a 
resolution to commemorate 
the “30ih Anniversary of 
the Reunificatioa of 
Jerusalem.*' On one level, 
the resolution was unneces- 
sary. It was also quite dan- 
gerous. 

As a non-binding resolu- 
tion. this congmsional 
action added nothing new 
to U.S. policy. It was, for 
the most part, a reminder of 
the “1995 Jerusalem 
Embassy Relocation Act" 
in which Congress mandat- 
ed that the United States: 
declare Jerusalem as the 
undivided capital of Israel; 
move the U.S. embassy 
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem; 
and appropriate $100 mil- 
lion to build the embassy. 

That 1995 act passed only 
after - the administration 
succeeded in having it 
amended to include a waiv- 
er provision th^ allowed 
the president to delay 
implementation of the act 
on ‘^tional security 
grounds." 

Once the waiver was in 
place, the congresspeople 
who knew the act was 
wrong felt free to vote for 
it, knowing that their irre- 
sponsible tehaviour would 
be covered by the presi- 
dent’s postponements. The 
lopsided 1995 vote was, 
therefore, to some extent 
based on crass oppor- 
tunism. 

Much the same happened 
with this year’s resolution. 
Many members described 


the pressure campaign 
mounted by the pro-lsrael 
lobby and some of their 
colleagues as extraordinari- 
ly intense — with repeated 
visits by pro-Israeli groups 
and implied threats if diey 
voted a^inst the bill. 

In the end, many con- 
gresspeople who knew that 
the resolution was bad pol- 
ity sulmiitied to the pres- 
sure to vote fex* it thinking 
that their votes would have 
no consequences. Some 
even likened their votes to 
a bone thrown at a baridng 
dog. 

The final vote, 406-17, 
was not a measure of pro- 
lsrael coovictioQ but a mix- 
ture of oj^xjTtunism. cow- 
ardice and the abiliQ' of a 
well-flnan^d, powerful 
group to istimk^te and 
win. 

The victory provided the 
lobby and hard-line 
group in Congress feat sup- 
ports them another oppor- 
tuni^ to boast of their 
dorainmice. They went fur- 
ther, passing a resolution 
denouncing the Palestinian 
National AufeoiiQ^ fPNA) 
for killing Arabs who ^11 
land to Isi^lis. 

The passage of this reso- 
lution was called “^ug- 
nant," and speaker Newt 
Gingrich even termed 
Palestinian behaviour 
“Nazi-like.** Only a few 
brave congressmen raised 
their voices against the res- 
olution call^ it “one- 
sided" and “divisive" 

Emboldened these 
victories and displays of 
power, the pro-Israel lead- 
ership in the Hmise now 
has its eyes set on doing 
real damage by either stop- 
ping U.S^. aid to fee 


Palestinians or placing 
even further insulti^ con- 
ditioos on that aid. 

The congressional lead- 
ers in this effort for the 
most pan never supported 
the peace process or aid to 
the Palestinians in the first 
place. they bad some 
difficulty in stopping aid in 
the years afier Oslo, they 
now see an opportune 
moment to strike a new 
blow at the PNA. 


sively during tins cuirent 
crisis. Criticism once beard 
only from Arabs and Arab 
Ainericans is now coming 
from some liberal Jewish 
groups, respected foreign 
polity analysts, and even 
fee Council of Foreign 
Rehdoos. 

But while this criticism 
grows in the U.S., it fell 
onto the young people of 
Hebron and G^ to issue 
the most dramatic rebuke 


“The final vote (on US. embassy's 
move to Jerusalem), 406-17, was not a 
measure of pro-Israel conviction but a 
mixture of opportunism, cowardice 
and the ability of a well-financed, pow- 
erful group to intimidate and winJ* 


Through all this one- 
sided debate in Congress. 
Arab Americans and allies 
of a balanced U.S. role 
have acted without a strong 
supportive voice from fee 
adb^siration. 
Administration spokesper- 
sons have issued state- 
ments critical of the 
Jerusalem vote and have 
restated U.S. support for 
fee PNA and fee U.S. aid 
programme, but they have 
not fought vigorously for 
these positions on the Hill. 

Some have compared fee 
subdued and passive 
administration response to 
these congressional actions 
wife the subdued U.S. role 
in fee peace negotiations. 
There is growing criticism 
of what is being described 
as fee failure of the admin- 
istration to act more deci- 


to the foolishness of 
Congress and the passivity 
of the aHminiQir atinn. Tlieir 
direct challenge to the out- 
rageous existence they 
have been condemned to 
endure has been a costly 
one. It has, however, 
already forced some mem- 
bers of Congress to repudi- 
ate their votes for fee 
Jerusalem resolution. 

Certainly this price is too 
great. 

Congress can and must be 
challenged forcefully and 
politics^Uy. Left unchecked, 
the power of fee pro-Israel 
forces will continue to 
force passage of damaging 
and irresponsible resolu- 
tions that will destroy both 
the peace process and 
human lives. It should not 
fall on the children of the 
occupied territories alone 


to send a wake-up call to 
the Congress. 

Arabs and Arab 
Americans have responsi- 
bilities to act. A joint strat- 
egy can and should be 
developed to challenge fee 
resolutions of Congress, to 
save lies and fee possibilit>' 
of peace. This is a struggle 
thar c 4 ip be won. The power 
of the hardline lobby is 
largely due to the fact feat 
they have been left uncon- 
tested. There is, however, 
growing sentiment in the 
United States for a bal- 
anced pro-peace Middle 
East policy, and this 
includes significant ^g- 
ments of fee American 
Jewish community. But this 
sentiment must be organ- 
ised and focused on 
Congress. 

Arabs must do their part 
to make clear to Congress 
and the U.S. public that 
irresponsible resolutions 
and legislation have dam- 
aging consequences — to 
U.S. sfiinriing and interests 
in tile Middle East, to U.S'. 
allies and to fee search for 
peace. This message must 
be sent 

For our part, Arab 
Americans must organise 
public sentiment and 
directly press Congress in a 
concerted campaign. Some 
members of Congress who 
consistently act against 
peace must be challenged 
directly. Embarrassing 
some members of Congress 
in their districts and actual- 
ly coniiibutiDg to their 
defeat in elections may be 
the best way to send fee 
message that the damage 
done by irresponsible 
behaviour must be stopped. 


'Arafat's defeatist rule has made him become 

■ V > ■ . V • . ii. V » /• ,r.,, '.li ;r:mi 

a national disgrace to his cause and his peopw . 


By G« H. Jansen 

BY FAR the single most 
important development in 
the Palestinian national 
struggle in recent months 
has been the tussle 
between the president of 
the Palestinian Nationai 
Authority (PNA), Yasser 
Arafat, that is fee execu- 
tive, and fee legislature, 
fee 88-member council 
chosen by universal fran- 
chise in the Palestinians’ 
first ever general election 
in January 1996. Arafat, 
who reseats any attempts 
to poach on or curb his 
powers, has, in the 15 
months since the council 
was inaugurated, either 
sidelined tte body or used 
it to rubber stamp his own 
policies, while tJx council 
has tried, sometimes 
valiantly, sometimes half- 
heartedly, to establish a 
separation of powers 
between the executive, leg- 
islative and jufecial arms 
of fee authority. 

Marwan Baighouti. 
council member and secre- 
tary general of Arafat’s 
own Fateh movement in 
fee 'West Bank, complained 
about fee tension Iwtween 
fee executive and legisla- 
ture because “the president 
does not respect and imple- 
ment our decisions." For 
instance, Bat]^outi said 
feat the executive had sub- 
mitted the authority's bud- 
get to the council for its 
approval four months late. 
And when the Legislative 
Council criticises Arafat's 
policies and actions, he 
discourages the media 
from reporting its debates. 

Last spring, however, it 
seemed as though the 
council might rnake a 
breakthrough to the people 
who elect^ its members 
when A1 Quds Educational 
Television began broad- 
casting live, gavel to gavel, 
the council meetings. 
These broadcasts, relayed 
by independent television 
cfaaiuiels all over the West 
Bank, were a sensation 
with fee Palestinian public 
and boosted the standing of 
fee council which had, pre- 
viously, been seen as an 
ineffective talking shop. To 


counter this unwelcome 
development, Arafat's offi- 
cial television station 
began jamming the broad- 
casts. 

Then fee executive inter- 
vened to stop fee broad- 
casts alfegetfaer when, at 
fee end of May. the council 
began to debate corruption 
in Arafat’s cabinet and 
administration whids had 
either embezzled tx mis- 
spent $326 xniilioD, or 40 
per cent of fee annual bud- 
get during fee aufeority’s 
first full year of operation. 
1995-96. 

Daoud Kuttab. a well- 
known journalist and pub- 
licist who operates the tele- 
vision station which had 
contracted wife fee council 
to broadcast its sessions, 
on May 20, was visited at 
home, at eleven o'clock at 
night the Palestinian 
police and asked to report 
forthwith to police h^- 
quaiters in Ramallah. 
'^en he did so, he was 
told to wait to be informed 
of why he had been caUed 
in. Kuttab spent four days 
and nights in various 
offices at police headquar- 
ters where be was given a 
mattress on which to sleep 
and took his meals with 
officers who were not 
informed of why be was 
being held. His wife who 
suffers from cancer did not 
visit him but his children 
were pemtined to do so on 
one occasion. Eventually, 
be was moved for three 
days to a cell in the local 
prison. During this time, be 
was not told why he bad 
been arrested and was not 
charged for any crime. He 
has not yet b^n rold why 
he was held and has no 
intention of inquiring. 
Kuttab counts Umself 
lucky feu he was not phys- 
ically maltreated by his 
captors as were two 
PtJestinlan human rights 
activists previously held 
without ctteTge. 

Under pressure and threat 
from Aimat’s mini ons^ fee 
local Arabic langu^e 
press did not speak up ^ 
Kuttab so those who had 
ordered his detention 
thought feat s'llence meant 
his cose had been buried. 


But this was not at all fee 
case, for word of the police 
action spread quickly and 
Kuttab became a national 
hero. Since Kuttab bolds a 
U.S. passpoit fee U.S. 
Consulate in East 
Jerusalem was compelled 
to protest fee police action. 
Furthermore, as be is a 
wdl-known local journal- 
ist and broadcaster, both ip 
Palestine and abroad, loud 
protestations were raised 
on his behalf, especially by 
fee World Service of fee 
BBC. for which be does 
commentaries from time to 
time, and by fee (7NN. 
Evoi some Arab govern- 
ments, like that of Egypt, 
called for his release. 
Arafat's police gave fee 
cause of freedom of debate 
“a big victory." Kuttab told 
this correspondent, 

although A1 Quds 
University, fee sponsor of 
fee educational television 
station has suspended tem- 
porarily the Imadcasts of 
fee council sessions. 

As a result of fee hulla- 
baloo over corruption 
Arafat was compel!^ to 
dismiss his attorney gener- 
aL one of fee flagrantly 
corrupt members of his 

ariminigtrarinn, and tO | 

release to fee press an audit 
•of the authority's accounts 
revealing fee missing mil- 
lions. 

The revelations of finan- 
cial mismanagement had 
unforeseen consequences. 
Palestinians were surprised 
to find that the inteniadOD- 
al donors who fund fee 
authority were not particu- 
larly angry or upset about 
fee losses. V^y? Tlie 
answer to this question is 
that there are some govern- 
ments — which are not 
friends of fee Palestinians, 
like those of Israel and the 
U.S. — which are prepared 
to support Arafat whatever 
he does because his poli- 
cies serve their interests 
and not the interests of the 
Palestinian people. 

Palestinian informants, 
commentating on this curi- 
ous alliance between the 
corrupt Palestinian 

Executive, Israel and fee 
U.S., belike there is a con- 
spiracy afoot. Indeed two 


conspiiacies. One. a con- 
spiracy of silence about 
Arafat’s comiption and 
aufeoritarianism and the 
other, an intelligeDce con- 
spiracy aimed at keq)ing 
in power. Thus, Yasser 
Arafat, "Mr. Palatine,*' 
finds himself in fee unhap- 
py position of being sus- 
tained in power and sup- 
ported not by fee love and 
loyalty of his own people 
but by his powerful co- 
conspirators in tiie U.S. 
Central Intelligence 
Agency and the Israeli 
General Security Services. 

Why has this desperate 
and despairing state of 
afiaiis come ^ut? Quite 
simply because Aiafat 
accepted defeaL He accept- 
ed feat “the aimed strug- 
gle," violent resistance to 
fee Israeli occupation, is 
useless and should be 
ended. If necessary, by 
force applied by his own 
securi^ services. This neg- 
ative and defeatist policy 
has reached the stage 
where members of the 
groups who continue to 
resist, like Islamic Jihad 
and Hamas, are, without 
formal cbaige, anested. 


jailed and tortured, even 
unto death in ten cases. 
Instead of being fee 
revered “Mr. Palestine" of 
the struggle for national 
liberation, Aiafat has 
become a national disgrace 
to his cause and his people. 

Palestinians believe that 
Aiafat will rule only as 
long as be continues to 
serve fee interests of his 
external sponsors, but once 
be has outlived his useful- 
ness, he will either be 
killed or a coup will be 
mounted against him and 
be will be replaced by 
anofeer willing collabora- 
tor. Meanwhile. Israel’s 
policy of expanding Jewish 
settlements in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza 
erodes whatever is left of 
his credibility and makes it 
aU the more difficult for 
him to return to fee negoti- 
ating table. And the recent 
U.S. congressional resolu- 
tion calling upon President 
Bill Clinton to recognise 
all of Jerusalem as Israel’s 
exclusive, “undivided and 
eternal capital," has put an 
end to whatever credibility 
Washington had as peace 
broker and intermediarv. 


LETTERS 

Media wrong on 
media unit 

To the Editor: 

THE JORDAN Times is to be com ma nded for fee wav 
it covers issues in various spheres. ^ 

Hovrever, the ^cle “Media unit, to assist women 
candidates, officially inaugurated at JNFW” fJordan 

fw ’ ^ Husseini and 
Gha^ AluL has fee following incorrectly stated facts: 

u ' officially inaugurated Monday 

by the F^cess Basma Women’s Resource Centre and 
not by fee Jordanian National Forum for Women as 
stated. ’ 

- The media unit was established by fee Princess 
Basm Women s ^ouree Centre in ctiperation ^fe 
fee ^pean Umon only. Th^ Centre for Strate-^ 

- p- 
Ashlar Lutfi, 

Jordanian National FornmfoMV^Sli 

Amman. 


Investor’s 
quest ^ 

By All Kassay 

ONE OF the moa 
remarkable features of 
our world is the grrat 
progress made in chil- 
dren'.’? games. For cen- 
turies, children had to 
devise or make their own 
games. Then, around the 
time of my childhood, big 
industries entered into fee 
field, starting with doUs 
for girl.s and guns for 
boys, then moving into 
the realm of board games. 

One of the first such 
c'omes was Monopoly, 
which was received with 
sre:H excitement all 
around the world. I 
remember the long 
evenings during which 
families and friends 
would congregate for fee 
purpose of playing the 
game. 1 remember fee joy 
engendered by the acqui- 
sition of each new piece 
I of property, and the exas- 
I penuion of any player 
I who had the misfortune to . 
land on the slot marked: 
“Go to jail, move directly 
to jail, do not pass Go. do 
not collect two hundred! “ 

These days are long 
gone. Now children play 
electronic games either 
on the television or on the 
computer, with antazing 
titles such as “Quest for 
glory" or “Hero's quest", 
liiese games, as most of 
us know, are played at a 
variety of difficulty' lev'els 
and some highly imagina- 
tive plots, including good 
and evil spirits that are 
evoked to help the hero or 
the villain, us the case 
may be. 

Unfortunately, most of 
these gante.s sulTer from 
one drawback: they ore 
,j,teo famastic,. The plow 
i,,3re set eithcc in the distant 
past or the future. This 
means that they lose some / 
of their pedagogic value, ' 
in that they do not prepare 
the young for the present 
world. 

Therefore. 1 thought of 
starting a new industry in 
Jordan, to create electron- 
ic games who.se plots are 
drawn from reality. One 
game, for instance, could 
be called “Investor's 
quest". The objective of 
the game would be for the 
player to establi.sh a 
lucrative enterprise in 
Jordan by overconung all 
sorts of hurdles, like gov- 
ernment regulations, 
securing the neceiaary 
permits, paying registra- 
tion fees, cutting through 
the red tape, equipping 
his enterprise with the 
necessary telecommuni- 
cations and other equip- C 
menu clearing his plant ’ 
and machine^ or other 
impo^ through customs, 
securing a loan, paying 
bank interest rates, etc. 

The player would have 
a choice of various levels 
of difficulty. For instance, 
he/she could start off a 
very high official, a rela- 
tion of a very high offi- 
cial. a very close friend of 
a very high official or, for 
tho.se who really like a 
hard challenge, they 
could to set up their 
enterprise os an uncon- 
nected ordinary citizen. 

At the Stan of the game, 
the player would have a 
Stock of wasta which he 
depletes as he overcomes 
hurdles, starting with 
easy ones, like employees a 

away for prayer, then pro- . 
gressively more difficult 
ones, like officials inex- 
plicably absent, officials 
who are present, and 
finally, the mo.si difficult 
of them all. officials who 
are present, and whose 
is not related by 
blood or matrimony to 
that of the investor. 

Of course, the objective 
ot the game would be to 
prepare our young for the 
life ahead, and to in.still in 
them pride in the amazing 
progress achieved in cre- 
ating an investor-friendly 
environment. Should they 
reach a different conclu- 
sion from playing the 
game, all players move 
directly to jml. \ 
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rejects coalition with Yilmaz 


■ANR'VRA (R> — Turkey^s 
two nyal conservative lead- 
ers failed on Tuesday to 
agree on forging a secular- 
ist alliance under the lead- 
ership of prime minister- 
dejig^, Mesut Vilmaz. 

**I did not discuss the gov- 
ernment issue, so as not to 
legitimise Mr. Vilmaz’s 
pc»hion,’' Deputy Prime 
Minister Tansu Ciller told 
reponers after 20 minutes 
of talks with Mr. Vilmaz 
“We said to Mn Yiimaz. 
'Go immediately and return 
the mandate to the presi- 
dent,'” Ms. Ciller said 
President Suleyman 
Demiiel on Friday asked 
Mr. Yilmaz to form a gov- 
ernment to end months of 


political tunnoU but Ms. 
filler, who previously 
“Tved as Turk's first 
woman prime minister, 
says she should have been 
oominai^ for the job. 

She said she would ofier 
Nfr. Yilmaz die c4ianw> jo 
join a coalition under her 
leadership if he faDed to 
cobble together an alliance 
in the coining days. 

“When we get the man- 
date we will ask Yilmaz to 
come and join us in a 
broad-based government," 
she said 

Failing market confidence 
in the chances of a secular- 
ist coalition brought shares 
back down to earth follow- 
ing a buying spree on Mon- 


day fuelled by ht^ies diat 
Mr. Yilmaz was on course 
to form a new go\*enimenL 

The main laanbul index 
closed down 5.07 points. 
*The market was irritated 
by the possibility that the 
(Ciller’s) conservative True 
Path party may not sujqMn 
the new alliancer said 
Okan Gulek from Taksun 
Securities. Shares had 
soared eight per cent on 
M(»day. 

Prime Minister Necmet* 
tin Erbakan, an klamist, 
resigned last week after fre- 
quent disputes with the 
army over religious 
actnism. 

He now backs a pro- 
Islamist alliance beaded by 


Ms. Ciller, who has served 
as Mr. Erbakan's ct^don 
parmer for the last year. 

A leftist leader said he 
w'ould support Mr. Yilmaz's 
secularist grouping, 

although it is still around a 
dozen votes short of the 
simple majority needed to 
win a confidence vote in the 
550-member parliament. 

“We are in favour of giv- 
ing a vote of confidence to 
the new govenunenC 
leader Deniz Baykal told a 
meeting of his Republican 
Petrie's pat^ deputies. 

The Turiti^ press says 
Mr. Yilmaz is trying to 
True Path mem^rs into his 
proposed alliance at the 
expense of Ms. Ciller. 


Israel slams G-8 summit backing of 
land-for-peace deal with Palestinians 


iti. AVrv f AFP) — Israel 
"astonished and disap- 
pointed" by a declaration 
from the world's leading 
industrial states which 
backed Palestinian territo- 
rial claims but failed to 
condemn Palestinian vio- 
lence, a senior Israeli offi- 
-4 cial said Tuesday. 

David Bar Ilian, a senior 
advisor to Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, 
protested that the state- 
ment on the Mideast peace 
process issued Sunday at 
the end of a Group of 8 
summit in Denver was 
"one-sided and disappoint- 
ing." 

"Israel is astonished and 
disappointed that the 
Group of 8 didn't mention 
in their communique what 


(TJ.S. President Bill) Qin- 
ton said in his press con- 
ference concerning the 
need for the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
to fight terrorism," be said. 

In their declaration, the 
leaders of Britain, Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy, 
Japan, Russia and tiie 
United States said: "Vl^ 
shall do our utmost to rein- 
vigorate implementation 
of the Oslo accords and to 
uphold the principles of 
Madrid, mcluding the 
exchange of land-for- 
peace." 

"The peace process faces 
a crisis and we are deter- 
mined to remjtct momen- 
tum into it," they said. 

"Both sides must refrain 
from actions that impeded 


the p^e process by pre- 
empting permanent status 
negotiations." they 

warned. 

On Monday, PNA Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat wel- 
comed the G-8 commu- 
nique. 

"The Palestinian leader- 
ship warmly ~vi*elcomes the 
statement of the economic 
summit in Denver on pro- 
tecting the Middle East 
pe^ process," Mr. Arafat 
said. 

"We hope Israel will 
adhere to its commitments 
under signed peace 
accords particularly by 
stopping all uailaierd acts, 
such as settlement activity 
and the confiscation of 
lands," he said. 

The Middle East peace 


process launched in 
Madrid in 1991 calls on 
Israel to hand o\*er land 
seized in the 1967 war in 
exchange for security and 
other guarantees from its 
Arab neighbours. 

But Mr. Netanyahu has 
balked at the idea of land- 
for-peace and accused the 
Palestinians of failing to 
deliver on security com- 
mitmenLs contained tiie 
1993 Oslo accords. 

The Israeli-Palestioian 
peace process has been 
deadlocked since March 
IS when Israel broke 
ground on a new Jewish 
setdemenc project in Arab 
east Jerusalem, which the 
Palestinians hope will be 
the capital of a future 
state. 


Iraq holds back access despite U.N. threat 
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BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq has declined to commit itself to grant- 
ing full access to U arms inspectors despite a Security Council 
resolution wind) threatens zkw sanctitnis, a senior disannatneni 
official said here Tbesday. 

Charles Duelfer also revealed that the focus of U inspections 
now on Iraq's biolo^cal we^ons ^ogranune dating fix)m 
before the 1991 Gulf wac ^ ^ ’ 

"liaqinchcated that it continue i^copperaticn with the 
dal commissioa." Mn Duelfer told lepoiers at die end of a mis- 
sion which be started Samrd^. "But Iraq chd not indicaie bow h 
will react to the recent Security Cotmcil resolution, in pvticular 
whether it will provide full access to information and documents 
the commissoD requires for its w<xk," he ssdd. 

Mr. Duelfer, deputy c hairma n of the UJ^. Spedal Commisarxi 
(UNSCOM) in charge of eliminating Iraq's weapons of mass 
destptnion. said his taHs with Iraqi officials bad "coostme- 
tive and business-like." 

But he complained of a goieial "lack in infeRznation and daa” 
frtxn p ?oMaH ever sinoe the Gulf conflict. 

‘The government of Iraq has said for many years dial it has 

eveiything, but the commissioa has not been able to verify it," said 
Mr. Duelfer, a U.S. national. 


He smgled out ibe tnologfeal file as the feast comjdeie, compared 
to inspections oa Iraq's chemical and nuclear weapons as well as 
proscribed misriles with a range of more than ISO kDometies. 

‘Hk least u'dl understood, wefl documented and wdl verified 
is'llfebiolt^cd fild,** ft^onfed by that onlriq's cfaentical arsenal 
he said "The most mature is the missile file." 

^ft'Duelfqc said *lhe uncertainly t^ihe ageihs arTtite biological 
weapoBS fife indees tins fife the inost Laportaai iiow." 

Ir^ has rejected as "unaocepidife" the Security Council resoli>- 
tion passed on Samrday that threatened unqrecified new sanctions 
if B^hdad continued to fail to cooperate widi UNSCOM. setting 
an October deadline for progress. 

Offidal newspapers warned Tuesday tint (he resdution has set 
die same for a new showdmm with both the Uiuted Nations and 
United States. 

"Tbe acts of Invocation and violation of Iraq’s so'ereigmy will 
multilriy in the coming mosths, footing Righdad to retaliate to 
defead its integrity and security," said the Babe] daDy run by i^es- 
ident Saddam Hussein's son Uday. 

"The United States wiD in tom react and push through a new 
(U.N.) resolutkxi profenging the embaigo," which has been in 
force since Iraq's August 1990invarion of Kuwait, it predicted. 


Eight Arab countries... 


(Continned from p^e 1) 

diplomat said. 

Synia, which boycotted 
the first tiuee economic 
conferences in Casablanca 
in 1994, Amman in 1995 
and Cairo in 1996, has pro- 
posed creating an Arab 
common market. 

The Syrian press said the 
economy mini stry is draw- 
ing up a plan for a common 
market for the Damascus 
Declaration countries. 

The Damascus Declara- 
tion, concluded after the 
1991 Gulf war. calls for 
economic, security and 


other fypes of cooperation 
between the signatory 
countries. 

It has never been imple- 
mented, but the eight mem- 
bers' foreign ministers 
meet periofficaUy. 

The Middle East peace 
process, frozen on various 
tracks, will also be a topic 
for discussion at die meet- 
ing, the (flplomats said. 

A Saudi official said that 
Prince Abdullah and Mr. 
Assad will talk about 
“ways to combine Arab 
efforts to unblock the Mid- 
dle East peace process." 

'The Syrian press said 


Saturday that Egypt would 
infonn its partners of the 
results of its attempts to 
relaunch Israeli-Palestin- 
ian peace talks, broken off 
three months ago. 

Syria, whose negotations 
widi Israel have been 
frozen since Febru^ 
1996, enjoys the backing 
of die seven other coun- 
tries in Its position that 
Israel must exchange land 
for peace. 

The diplomats also said 
the Damascus Declaration 
countries will discuss the 
long-standing dispute 
between the UAE and Iran 


over three strategic Gulf 
islands, Abu Musa and 
Greater and Lesser Tumb. 

"This maner takes on a 
particular importance at 
this time, as Iian wants to 
turn a new page in its rela- 
tions with Arab countries, 
especially the Gulf monar- 
chies," one said. 

The Damascus Declara- 
tion countries will also dis- 
cuss Turkisb-Israel) mili- 
tary cooperation and the 
Turlush military offensive 
in northern Iraq which 
began May 14, the diplo- 
mats said. 


Netanyahu survives no-confidence vote 


(Continued feom pagel) 

doned soldiers wounded 
during a military trainmg 
exercise. An initial inquiry 
commission has cleared hfr. 
Barak, but the incident is 
still being examined by the 
state comptroller. Mr. 
Hanegbi’s tirade sparked a 
shouting match, with sever- 
al opposition Labour Party 
legislators ordered to leave 
the polonium. The Third 
\V^y party, a member of the 
coalition with four le^sla- 
tors, smd it would abstain in 
Tuesday's vote unless Mr. 
Netanyahu and Mr. Haneg- 
hi apologised 

The speaker ordered a 
one-hour recess to cool 
tempers. 

Mr. Netanyahu spent the 
day meeting with potential 
defeaors from his coalition 
and trying to work out a 
cabinet reshuffle. 


But no agreement was 
reached cm die new ministe- 
rial appointments, and Mr. 
Netanj^u's office said 
they would not be 
announced Tbesday. 

The delay was due to last- 
minute ^mands made by 
Infrastructures Minister 
Ariel Sharon as a condition 
for his moving to tife 
finance ministiy. Mn Meri- 
dor resigned as finance 
minister last week after a 
bitter dispute with Mr. 
Netanyahu over foreign 
currency liberalisation. 

Mr. Sharon, a forzntf 
defence mimster who engi- 
neered Israel's ill-fatu 
1982 invasion of Lebanon, 
demanded to be included in 
the small forum of minis- 
ters setting strategy in 
Mideast peace talks. 

Until now, Mr. Netaify^u 
has only consulted Foreign 
Minister David Levy and 


Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai — relative mod- 
erates in the centre-right 
govensnent ~ about the 
peace talks with the Pales- 
tinians. 

Including 1^. Sharon in 
the select group could 
spook die Paltttmians, 
political commentatois 
said. '‘Mr. Sharon is consid- 
ered in the Arab Worid to 
be a very militant hawk and 
this might cause tensions 
between laael and the Arab 
World to increase," said 
Henti Shalev who writes for 
the Maariv daily. 

Among the legislators 
who ffid not support the 
government Tue^y were 
Mr. Levy and four legisla- 
tors of his Gesher Group, as 
well as five disenchanted 
lawmakers from Mr. 
Netanyahu's Likud Paify. 
Gesher had joined the 
Likud slate for the May 


1996 elections. 

Mr. Levy was quoted as 
saying Tuesday the govern- 
ment would becozne 
increasingly unstable and 
unable to reach difficult 
decisions in the peace talks 
with the Palestinians. Radio 
and TV reports said Mr. 
Levy was considering 
resigning over Mr. 
Netanyahu's broken 
promises to do more to help 
Israel's poor, the key con- 
stituency of Gesher. 

Benny Begin, who 
resigned as science minister 
in January over Mr. 
Netanyahu’s decision to 
puJ) troops out of most of 
Hebron, said Likud mem- 
bers should examine how 
tife party has nsached such a 
stage of disarray. *Tt can’t 
go on like this," said Mr. 
Begin, son of former prime 
minister, Menachem Begin. 
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Musa says peace... 


(Contizraed from page 1) 
process). 

"Let us recommit our- 
selves to the implementa- 
tion the agreements 
achieved in Olso and 
Madrid," he said, describ- 
ing such "rectmunitment" 
as **the only way to put an 
end to the Arab-lsraeli con- 
fUcL” 

“There is a price to pay 
for the adii^cmeBts of 
peace, and we have (o con- 
vince our constituencies 
that peace is worthy of that 
price," he said, calling on 
Mr. Netanyahu to Itave the 
courage to respect interna- 
tional a^remems and work 
for peace." 

In a three-hour visit here, 
Mr. Musa, who was 


addressing participants in a 
leadership programme, 
maintained that Washington 
is the major broker in the 
Mideasi peace process but 
added that "the EU role is 
impoitom to fsuppon the 
U.S. role." 

Answering a question on 
whether the U.S. policy is 
biased in favour of Lsrael. 
— especially after the U.S. 
veto, a month ugo. to a U.N. 
Securiiv Council resolution 
condemning the construc- 
tion of Jewish settlements 
on Arab lands and the Con- 
gress' recent reiiognition of 
Jerusalem as the capital of 
the Jctt'ish siaie, — Mr. 
Musa said “we need the 
continuation of the .Ameri- 
can role as an honest bn>- 
ker.*‘ 


He praised the Denver 
communique, issued on 
.Monday by the leaden of 
the world's eight top coun- 
tries. backing die principle 
of (ond-for-pcace and cit- 
ing on the ponies to the 
peace process to Implement 
the Oslo accords at:d 
uphold the principles of 
Madrid. 

Referring to a recent 
Eg^-ption initiative to pul 
the peace proces.s bock 1*0 
track, w hich did no: receive 
any response from Isrue!, 
.Mr. .Musa com.'iienteJ; "1 
should be optimisilc. but in 
fact 1 am no:." 

The pfopiisoi preiienied 10 
the Israeli government b> 
President Hosni Mubarak 
of Egypt senior advisor. 
Osama A! Baz. focused on 


Police make largest drug bust 


(Continued from page 1) 

made it hard for border 
inspectors to detect it “ 

“The smugglers divided 
the gas ta& into three 
compartments and hid the 
drugs in one of the sec- 
tions." Col. Shreideh 
explained. 

*The official did not dis- 
close the identity of the 
five individuals who were 
arrested, other than saying 
they were Ar«d> and foreign 


nationals, aged between 30 
and 37. 

The police official said 
Jordan is a “defence line" 
i^oinst the illegal trade 
since it is geographically 
situated between drug pro- 
ducing and drug receiving 
countries. 

“\Vc know that most drug 
dealers use Jordan as a 
transit point, but we want 
them to know that we will 
not allow any of these 
smugglers to use Jordan as 


a ba.se for drug smug- 
gling," Col. Shreideh 
Stressed. 

He said that the depan- 
ment is in constant c.'nt.u'l 
with the auihoDitcs m 
neie.hbounng eouniiies In 
a joint efiort to con-bat 
drug traffielang. 

Pi'lice statistics mdicate 
that a total of bS kilo- 
grammes ot -heroin anJ -i.' 
kilogrammes of opium 
were sei?ed in the King- 
dom Iasi \ear. 


halting settlement building 
and cxpojision, and initial- 
ing joint Palcstinian-lsracli 
ccnsultaiions 011 security 
issues. 

Notwithstanding the fail- 
ure of the Egyptian initia- 
livc. “effort.s should comm- 
uc," Mr. Musa said. 

.■\fter the lecture, the 
Egyptian foreign minister 
and Pnmc Minister .\bdu! 
Sa'am Majali held a brief 
close-door meeting. 

Speaking brietl> to 

reporters after the mceling. 
the two leaders said they 
discussed the current si.iius 
i»t' the peace pnvess and 
prep.iralions foi Dr. 
.M:>j.ui's offieia! visit ti' 
Egspt. scheJuled lor next 
month. 


On the lis..il level, t'ul. 
Shreideh said the dep.in- 
meni was able to unravel 
16 case- o! diug Jealing.s 
tn the past iw«t weeks, in 
which .^0 people were 
Involsed. 

According to Uol. Shrci- 
deh. the coiiftscated dnigs, 
alone with other eonlra- 
baiid scii'ed in previous 
dmg-comti.iiine opera- 
tions. Will Iv burnt Tliurs- 
d.i> in the kilns of the 
cement factory in I'uheis. 


Israel tests plans to recapture 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 


(Continned from page 1) 

AFP that a test-simula- 
tion of the scenario had 
been nm. 

But Che ioformadon on 
Israel Radio wras not 
‘‘completely accurate." 
he said, asking not to be 
named. 

Israeli milrtaiy offi- 
cials are preparing for 
claves with Falestmian 
police similar to the 
ones -which took place 
in September through- 


out the West Bank and 
Gaza and which left 
more than SO dead, 
mostly Palestinian civil- 
ians. the radio said. 

Over the past 10 days, 
tensions have been high 
in the Wc5;i Bank city of 
Hebron, where clashes 
between Israeli soldiers 
and Palestinian protest- 
ers have left 1/0 pro- 
testers injiued. most 
lightly, by rubber-coat- 
.eo bullets. .. 

Israeli anA Palestinian 


leaders have w.uncd of 
a new escalation of vio- 
lence. w Ith the failure of 
diplomatic efforts to 
end the stagnation of tlie 

f ieace proces.s caused by 
sraeli sciilement poli- 
cies. 

Over the ihree-monih 
crisis, suppeirt among 
the Palestinian public 
for the self-rule authori- 
ty .has diminished. 
.A.ppll.by the Nablus-. 
Ija^d Centre for "Pales-" 
tine Studies showed 65 


per cent of the inhabi- 
tants of the territories 
wanted the resignation 
of tile authority ^vause 
of corruption. ’ 

The PNA has full con- 
trol of 60 per cent of the 
Gaza Strip and three per 
cent of the West Bank. It 
has admini,straiive con- 
trol of another 27 per 
cent of, the West Bank 
. where .thi; Israeli a’fmy 
■ holds seciirify control. 



We're treating you to 200 free tickets 
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Amman - New York route. 
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Saudis see oil price rebound 


VIENNA (R) — Saudi Ara- 
bia joined forces with Gulf 
rival Iran Tuesday to 
demaud that other members 
of the oil group OPEC stop 
violating mandated produc- 
tion quotas to cut excess 
supply and help buoy sag- 
ging world oil prices. 

But the Saudis appeared 
confident that rising 
demand for petroleum later 
this year would support the 
market, even under the 
pressure of OPEC output 
that is running at a 17-year 
high. 

The nuuisters of OPEC 
kingpin Saudi Arabia and 
Iran, the group's second 
biggest producer, both 
spoke to lobby reporters 
ahead of a mini srerial con- 
ference of the Oigaoisation 
of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) which 
begins Wednesday. 

The likely outcome of the 
talks will be a decision to 
freeze current quotas for 
six months from June 30. 
well-placed delegates said. 

Saudi Oil Minister Ali 
Naimi declared that “a 
rollover is good if everyone 


adheres to their quota.. .We 
would like everyone to 
honour their commit- 
ments.” 

But he softened the blow 
with his assessment that oil 
markets could support cur- 
rent actual OPEC produc- 
tion. assessed by the Saudis 
at up to two million barrels 
daily in excess of the ofE- 
cially mandated 25.03 mil- 
lion barrel ceiling. 

“Demand is good. There 
is no reason for prices to go 
lower," he told reporters. 

Iran's minister. Gholam- 
n?za Aqazadeh. was blunt 
in saying that something 
had to be done about disci- 
pline if prices — down to 
$18 per barrel &om S25 six 
months ago — were to be 
secure. 

“Any decision without 
stopping the violations 
does not pay." be said. 

Delegams said privately 
that apan from ^ving a 
closed session tongue-lash- 
ing to the Venezuelan min- 
ister. Erwin Arrieta, and 
other alleged violators, it 
was hard to see what the 
rest of OPEC could do to 


police better quota disci- 
pline. 

Petroleos de Venezuela, 
Che Veuezuelan stale oil 
company, has said that 
OPEC ought to abandon 
quotas altogether and opt 
for a policy of expanding 
its share of the world mar- 
ket. 

Mr. Arrieta says he will 
not actually demand that at 
this week's session, but that 
be would like to air ideas 
for change. 

The Saudis meanwhile 
seem to put most trust in a 
seasonal, northern winter 
upswing in iiiel demand. 

‘The market is right now 
healthy" said a Gulf 
source. “You cannot be cer- 
tain but the most likely case 
is that prices will improve 
in the third quarter.*^ 

This source said that 
although there had been a 
build up in oil industry 
stocks, these were still 
lower than last year in 
terms of forw'ard days 
cover of global demand. 
The OPEC pre-conference 
ritual unfolded at custom- 
ary leisured pace. OPEC 


pencilled in 13(X) GMT on 
Tuesday afternoon for a 
session of what it calls its 
quota compliance comnut- 
lee. 

This comprises Inm, 
Indonesia and Nigeri^ 
Nigeria, monitors say, is 
another casb-pincl^d Tlurd 
World seller that is exceed- 
ing its quota. 

Arab Gulf OPH2 oil min- 
isters — of Saudi Arabia. 
Kuwait, the United Arab 
P.Tfiifntfts and Qatar — also 
had informal exchanges of 
their own during Tuesday. 

Crude oil ftmuies prices 
ticked higher, with London 
August Nor& Sea Brent 
Blend advancing above SIS 
per barrel for a gain of 
some 40 cents sin^ early 
Monday. 

But traders said OPEC 
was of less influence than 
renewed tensions between 
Iraq and the United 
Nations. 

They cited a continumg 
delay on ftmher Iraqi oil 
sales under a U.N.-super- 
vised oU-for-food tteal that 
partially relaxes Gulf war 
sanctions. 


G-7 summit masks differences on trade, economy 


DENVER (R) — Top 
industrial nations sounded 
broadly satisfied with the 
shape of the world econo- 
my and the constellation of 
currency rates at their Den- 
ver summit but the htq>py 
talk masked difterences that 
could spell trouble ahead. 

The differences range 
across a number of issues 

— from what to do about 
Japan's rising trade surplus 
to how to tackle sky-high 
unemplovTnent in Europe 

— that are key to the future 
course of the world econo- 
my and financial markets. 

fo an economic statement, 
the leaders of the Group of 
Seven (G-7) welcomed 
signs of an improving 
world economy but said... 
more needed to be done to 
ensure that the goodtimbs • 
continued and everyone 
beneftied. 

"We have been encour- 
aged by the many positive 
indicators in our 
economies" the G-7 said. 
“But we still have work to 
do in our own economies." 

The group set out eco- 
nomic objectives for each 
of their countries — the 
first time that the leaders of 
Britain. Canada. Prance. 
Germany, Italy. Japan and 
the United States have done 
that at a summit since 1993. 
But they failed to spell out 
in detail how the goals 
would be realised — and 
that's where the disputes 
lie. 

Perhaps the most glaring 


difference — and the one of 
most immediate interest to 
the world currency market 
— is sparring between the 
United States and Japan 
over the latter's mounting 
trade surplus, which more 
than tripled in May. 

In a news conference after 
the summit ended. Presi- 
dent Clinton warned that a 
continued climb in the sur- 
plus could eventually lead 
to economic war between 
the two countries. 

“If we return to a time 
when we've got exploding 
trade deficits then that will 
once again move ftoni and 
centre into our relationship 
in a way that won't be good 
for either country," he said. 
.Japanese Prime Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoto. speak- | 
ulg"at:d separate news con- | 
ference here, blamed the < 
rise in Japan's trade surplus 
in May on temporary fac- 
tors and said he did not 
expect it to contioue to 
climb sharply. 

'T do not think, that 
Japan's trade and services 
surplus will increase signif- 
icantly." Mr. Hashimoto 
said through an interpreter. 

For the moment, the Unit- 
ed States seems willing to 
give Japan the beneftt of the 
doubt, but it made clear that 
it would monitor develop- 
ments closely — and so 
will the financial markets. 

If Japan’s surplus contin- 
ues to climb, that could 
spur dollar sales, disrupting 
what Mr. Hashimoto 


described as the recent 
calm in the currency mar- 
ket. 

Trouble may also lie 
ahead in Eurojte, where this 
month's stunning election 
victory for a Socialist-led 
coalition in France raised 
fresh doubts about the 
region's plan to launch a 
single currency in 1999. 

In chetr statement, the G-7 
leaders welcomed Europe's 
efforts to forge monetary 
union but stressed that the 
new currency, the euro, 
must be backed by sound 
economic policies. 

The statement masked 
unease among Europe's 
partners about a project 
they recognise may be 
politically Jneviiable but 
which they fear will get off ^ 
io'asbakysj^ 

! Vlt is siiBple," a senior 
Canadian official told 
repoiters. "We want a suc- 
cessful euro because we 
don’t want them to screw 
up the financial markets." 

A senior U.S. official 
voiced concern that 
Europe's preoccupation 
with monetary union could 
divert countries there from 
tackling other key issues, 
inducting how to restruc- 
ture their economies to 
reduce unemploymenL 

The United States heldxip 
its own economy — with its 
combination of 23-year low 
unemployment and 30-year 
low i^aoon — as a model 
for others to follow. But 
some European countries. 


particularly France, did not 
seem to enjc^ being lec- 
tured to. 

Dominique Strauss-Kahn, 
France's new Socialist 
finance minister, insisted 
Paris was not going to 
adopt the kind of "hire-and- 
fire" flexible labour poli- 
cies being urged by London 
and Washingtcm to cut its 
record 12.8 percent jobless 
rate. 

“We have no interest in 
flexibili^ in the Anglo- 
Saxon sense of the word." 
he told repc^ers. “WhM is 
important is to improve the 
ability of individuals to 
become employable." 

In an effort to promote 
job creation, the socialists 
have promised gradually to 
reduce the wqrking week in 
France from 39 hours to 35 
wittiout a lo^ of pay — a 
strategy that was greeted 
with scepticism by some 
other G-7 nations b^. 

Perhaps in reaction to the 
U.S. criticism of titeir per- 
fonnance. some European 
policymakers here gently 
reminded Washington that 
it too could fore economic 
problems down tiie road — 
in the shape of higher infla- 
tion. 

“The subject of inflation 
has come up again," Ger- 
man Economics Minister 
Guenter Rexxodt said, in 
apparent reference to the 
United States. "There is no 
urgent probleuL.But the 
issue is in the mr.” 
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US Dollar 
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33390 
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20218.1 

20438.1 
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US Dollar 
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FAFfshc 

0.1221 
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JPYen 

03101 
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03878 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Gym floor pads 
5 Ali — 

9 Kind of seat or 
beads 

13 Thanks — ! 

14 Walls protecting 
ha/bors 

15 Saharan 

16 Rooney/Garland 
film 

19 Refrigerants 

20 Miami Heat 
coach 

21 Remnants 

22 GWTW name 
24 Avers 

27 Lawyer's writing 
pad 

31 Departed 

32 Poisonous 
substance 

33 Law gp. 

34 *Evfla” co-star 
36 Honey or 

spelling 

39— Park, CO 

40 Aerie 

41 Flowed 
43 Relative 

intensity 

45 — bien 

46 Type of ranch 

47 Hiding place 
50 Madness 
54 Vegas items 

57 Hertte or 
Horace 

58 Brief quarrels 

59 Give off 

60 Cigar ending 

61 Utters 

62 Gambling town 

DOWN 

1 0pp. of fern. 

2 Choir member 

3 Corrida 
participant 

4 Small dagger 

5 Boxing matehes 

6 H^ mountains 

7 Vl^ger 

8 Bat wood 

9 Certain 
consonant 

10 Type of exam 

11 Ivy, e.g. 
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by Stanley B. Whitten 


12 Whlripool 
14 Repairs 

17 ^Citizen — ’ 

18 Short trip, of 
sorts 

22 Lone Star Stale 

23 Opposed to, 
regionally 

24 Bn^, thick 
pieces 

25 Doctrine 

26 Follovring 

27 Like ears 

28 Concerned one 

29 Degrade 

30 Glue 
32 Carries 

35 Closer 

36 Woe —I 

37 Give rise to 

42 Certain fuel 

43 French writer 

44 Garden site 

46 lOUs 

47 Arrive 

48 Med. school 
sukq. 




019W Jfcune Meda Services, Inc. 
AH fights reserved. 


49 Penny 

50 June 6, 1944 

51 Kind of bomb 

52 Pack — (quit) 


53 Regarding 

55 Author’s works: 
abbr. 

56 D.C. 01^. 


horoscope 

FORECAST 

for WEDNESDAY, 
JUNE25, 1997 V 

By Tfiomas S. Pierson. 

Astrologer, Corrolt . 

Rigiuer Foundation . . 

ARIES: ^arch 31 m 
April 19) Update your' 
daily routines today, so 
they will be more -efr, 
cient and. thereby, mcne. 
successful. Stay ui home 
and be happy with your' 
mate later this e\'eoii^ 
and you. can test for % 
activities ahead in ^ 
davs ahead. 

TAURUS: (April 
May 20) Many 
changes with fejt^. 
associates today wl^: 

. can bring greater ham^ 
ny and success to 
business activities. Cti 
down on your persp^. 
expenses later - this 
evening so you will have, 
extra fonds in on emer- 
gency. 

GE^QNI: (May 21 ip 
June 21} Be alert fo^an, 
opportuniiy today which 
will appear quite .sudden- 
ly, as ^is can bring ypu^ 
greater prosperity. 
should not hesitate to 
fMkg a trip with your 
loved ones to some fun 
recreational location. . . 
MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21} Lis? 
ten to the advice of ydar 
mate teday, as this person 
has some very good 
ideas, which can be- quite 
beneficial. Be curefol in 
motion of any kind later 
this evening while you 
are on the highway and 
avoid any difficulties. 
LEO: (July 22 to .August 
21) Your intuition in han- 
dling personal matters 
today, and get fine 
results. You should not 
allow some insignificaiit 
difficulties to ruin your 
good, so keep u positive 
attitude and ev'ery'thrng 
will be prosperous. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Before 
going out socially today, 
.listen. to the advtire of 
!.^pur mate and follow it 
to the letter. Be ^re t'6 
th^ before you sp^ 
later this evening or you^ 
could say sonietiung 
which could get you id 
hot water. 

LIBRA: (September 25 
to (October 22) Your intu- 
ition is excellent at this 
time, so you should not 
hesitate to follow it. Stop 
analysing so much an^ 
situation, and learn to ^ 
mote quickly in making 
decisions or there could 
be an opportunity w'hich 
will pass bv. 

SCORPIO: (October » 
to November 21) Stiu^ 
the promises you haye 
made today, and be sure 
you can handle them in 
the days ahead. Avoid 
persons who tend to ni^ 
fie your feathers or^you 
could say something 
which could get you in a 
diffi cult s ituation. 
SAGITT.ARIUS: (Nov- 
ember *22 to December 
21) Find out what the 
expectations of your fel- 
low associates are today; 
and come to a fine under- 
standing with them. Bfr 
peaceful at home later 
this evening with your 
loved ones and relax yonr' 
mind and bodv. 
CAPRICORN: (Decemr 
ber 22 to January 20) Yoo 
have some fine ideas for 
^ding to your present 
income, so don't wa^ 
any time foolishly today. 
Cooperate meve with fel- 
low associates on foxy 
career activities which 
develop and thereby 
become successful. 
AQUARIUS: (January 
21 to Febniaiy 19) 
something unique to 
please your mate today, 
a^ establish greater bap* 
piness between the 
of you. Try to use your 
creati\’e abilities later this 
evening to devise a plan' 
of action which will be 
successful. 

PISCES: (February 20 
to March 20) Your home 
and family should be 
j'our first concern today, 
so focus your attention 
there. Enjoj' a pleasant 
evening with your friends 
and participate in 
acional activities which 
everyone will find ftm.- 

Birtbstqne of jniie:-. 
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Analysts: Jordan’s first global depository receipt may herald more issues 
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By Suleiman A1 Khalidi 

Renters 

— Jordan’s first 
depository receipt 
(GDk) issue, ro be issued 
by Arab Potash Companv 
by year-end, will encourage 


ttiajor firms to tap equkv 
niarkets for cheaper credit 
while raising the country’s 
uivesior profile, invescmeni 
bankers said Tuesday. 

“It will be a landmark 
deal, and the success of h 
will ha\-e two benefits, first- 
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review of news from i£e 'JiraSic press 


Committee weighing a further 
increase in prices of cement 

** A SPECIAL ministerial comminee is curremlv studv- 
mg a new increase in the prices of cemenL The study 
focuses on cancelling the cost, borne by the company, of 
^sporting cement by trucks from the factories at 
runeis and Rashidiyeh to various distribution centres and 
consumers in the govemorates and other locations 
mroughout the Kingdom. 

This transportation cost will have to be paid for by the 
co^umer instead of the companv. The amount, which 
will vary according to the geographic area, will be 
between 500 fils and JD2 per tonne. 

One tonne of cement now sells between JD48 and 
JD55. depending on the kind of cement at the various 
selling centres and directly from the company, and any 
Y new price increase will not be more than five per cent of 
current prices. 

The government authorised an increase in the price of 
cement two months ago and the 1 0 per cent rise was fol- 
lowed by higher prices for other building materials such 
as steel bars and aggregates fAl Dustour). 

German bank presses for higher 
charges on water for irrigation 

** THE GERMAN government has conditioned the 
drawing of the second tranche of the loan extended by the 
German Reconstruction Bank on the Jordanian govern- 
ment's raising cbaiges for irrigation water. For its pan, 
the government has clarified that it has taken a prelimi- 
nary decision to amend the prices of irrigation water so 
that it would cover the operational and maintenance 
costs. The government indented that it has reached 
agreement with a company to review the costs of opera- 
tions and main tenance in order to adopt the ckculation as 
a basis to amend the chaiges shortly. 

The German party has requested a copy of the decision 
that the Giuncil of Ministers will take about the con^re- 
heosive pro^:amme to restructure the water sector until 
the year 2001. Such a ^gramme sbo.uld also include 
raising the efficiency and iestmcturing t^aiges for drink- 
ing water in addition to specif^g the annual increase on 
the charges (A1 Arab A1 Yawm). 

Government asks for full 
details about civil servants 

** THE GOVERNMENT has started implementing its 
comprehensive programme to remedy the administrative 
siniation and the bloated civil service problem by asking 
all miitisnies and govemmenr departments to submit 
resumes for all dieir staff. This resume should show the 
name of the emplc^^ee. the current position, education 
degree, Hatp of bir^ of employment, number of 
years in service and the present grade. 

Id a circular to all government institutions, it was 
stressed that the resumes should include an evaluation of 
the performance of each employee in terms of efficiency, 
productivity and creativity (A1 Arab A1 Yawm). 
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THE BETTER HALF. By Gtosbergen 



“I’H never get promoted. No matter how 
hard I try, there’s always someone 
who’s a bigger idiot than mei" 


iiur^ 

Itiiiili 






i»f 






UtgCfamME flw$a faur JuwtifM. 

ona letter to each square, to tenn 

four ORflnaiy words. 


THXr SCRAMBLfD WORD GAI« 
by KmI AmeM wid Mk* AigMon 

TUahtorstoln, Sfoihorohr 




1 







■■■ 

mm\ 

IbUsUiSl 




MOAPED 


zniz 

r \ 

^ 



pg 

-NO STPft-- 
ATOCHSP- OFFS? 
MIOHT LEAVg 
YOU 

Now arrange the ctaied letters to 
torm the suntriae anaiver, as aug* 
Quitsd iff Sta above carteoA 


(Answer* Monday) 

, I Juntolaa: IDl£»l CHOCW VORTEX PICNIC 

^*®**”**^ I Answer: Hew the prosecutor concluded Ns case - 

WITH CONVICTION 


ly major oorporadons udil 
be encourage b>’ its suc- 
cess because it will be an 
alternate way to raise tbeir 
c^ita! and will give 
imetnational investors a 
new look at iMtian,” said 
Khaled .<^1 Masri. invest- 
mem manager ai Arab Jor- 
dan JjTvesDnent Bank. 

Arab Potash, the second 
largest capitalised firm in 
Jori^’s stock market, took 
a ground-breaking step by 
inviting this week global 
banks to submit proposals 
on an estimated rnillion 
GOR listing it wants traded 
in imemational markets by 
year-end. 

Ml Masri, echoing the 
view of other bankers, said 
at least four other Jordanian 
publicly listed finns. both 
industrial and banks, would 
be watching this deal ** to 
see if it proves to be an 
effectiv’e wav to raise capi- 
tal.” 


Amman Financial Mar- 
ket's Director Gen- 
eral Wahib Sbair said Jor- 
danian firms mulling GDR 
proposals reflected height- 
en^ emerging fund interest 
in Jordan's tourse, which 
so far in the first half of 
1997 has drawn unprece- 
dented inflows. 

Others like Ziad Al 
Basha. securities manager 
at Jordan's British Bank of 
the Middle East, said the 
GDR issue proves that the 
only viable venue for Jor- 
danian companies to raise 
future c^it^ w*as by lap- 
jnng international markets. 

Omer potential candidates 
for a GDR listing which 
could follow in Arab 
Potash's steps are the Jor- 
dan Cement Factories 
which is seeking funds for 
major industrial expansion 
projects, and larger banks 
such as the Housing Bank 
and the Jordan l^onal 


BaoL 

Invesonem managers 
e.xpect lough compeution 
by eight giotxi! mve.stment 
banks invited by 
Potash and ^ven a one 
month deadline to submit 
details of their track record 
and pricing ranges, widely 
expend ro be berweeo J07 
to JD8 (SU.29) per share. 

*Thc sheer number of 
banks point to the fact that 
this issue will be hotly 
sougfaL.. being the firu out 
of Jordan and the faa the 
number of GDRs which 
could emerge from 
region ate numberad,” said 
an^er banker who 
requested anonymi^'. 

Investment managers say 
the company has long been 
a focus of fmeign investtv 
interest, being one of Jm-- 
dan's top exponeis with a 
solid earnings record and 
ambitious dow*nstream pro- 
jects to explmt the reserves 


of the country's Dead Sea 
minerals. 

The GDR will help for- 
eign investors buy into a 
company with a limited 0.9 
per cent free float of trade- 
able stock on the Amman 
bourse, due to sizeable 
institutional and .Arab gov- 
«nraent holdings on top of 
a majority 57 per cent stake 
held by Jort^'s govern- 

menL 

The GDR wtU offer 3.62 
minion shares left unsub- 
scribed from a public float 
in 1994 to raise Arab 
Potash's capita) to JDS3.3 
millioD. along with a por- 
tion of the government's 
stake in the firm’s current 
JD79.7 million paid-up 
capital. 

The GDR issue will help 
raise global funds owner- 
ship to four per cent of the 
firm's capiuil from a mini- 
mal 0.9 per cent currently 
owned by global emerging 


funds, company so:srce< 
said. 

Arab Potash's GDR issue 
comes at a time of growing 
foreign appetite for Jordan 
stoc^ and debt instru- 
ments. Two bonds issues 
e.xpecled to raise Jordan's 


enrcpji.ng markci profile an.* 
now in the pipeline: A SlOO 
million Eun'N^nd issue by 
Jordan Phospli.iie Mines lo 
be bunched next month and 
a debut $70 million sever* 
eisn bond isMie evpeeteJ by 
vear-end. 
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villa for rent 


614597 



Llnl'urnishcd vilb located in .^1-Rabiah. Cimsisiing ol'4 
bedrooms lone masicr). 3 baihroLint», l:ir^e ^alon, lis im* 
room, kiichen. air-condiiioncJ. central hcailne. 
icicphone, s'amge and garden. ,Annu.ii rent: 


MOTOROL.4 SHOWCA.SES C'OMPUCTK NKW 
RANGE OF CELLULAR 1‘HONKS 

MOTOROLA itv preM'iice U*!i ii: Jordan b> 

panicipaling strangK al 'Madv m I'SA '^7, thr fii'ih .iiinual 
American pnsmotion vcck, which hclJ at Atniiun 
InieroaiionAl Fair Hail, from June '* lo 1.*. I‘<*'7. 

Six of ihc company's Ji^isioRs lixik pan m :hc cvcnl — 
Motorola Corporate, Paqine: Ceilular Subbciibn, 
toformalion System Group. Radio Network Inrra&tructuic 
Group; and Emergine Markets Ceiluljr lEifr.isliUk‘turi‘ 
Division 

Motorola's paiticipation coincides with the intnslisction nl a 
complete nc» range of top ijuaitty pr<xJu.'i<., icu'luiiitii; 
StarTAC. the world's s-mallcst .uiJ lieJiles: ij*»M celliil.tr 
phone. 

CommentiRg on the move, Rash.tr NcjJaui. Mi'-torola'i 
Cellular Subscriber Division's KegiiiRa! Ofvrj!i(«r:s .Ma:iJi;s‘r 
— Middle East, sard: "Motoru'.a sjevis J.ttJan .ts a siry 
impoitanl marke:. where CTmsumers jIwjss etpsvi ihc latc'.i 
stale-of-tbe-an producLs. And to mes't this demand, wi- aic 
intmduetng an exciting and unbeatable i.m^e td new 
products, offering the highest standards in Jchicii, eltieieiiey 
and reliability. .And 'Made in I'SA' iv .in ideal lorum from 
which we can showcase tliese prcducLs." 

Lcuiing the was is thi' Motorola StarT.Af.' cellular plioiv, still 
the smalleM and liehtcst G.SM cellular phutie in the world. It 
is also the firet 'wearable' phone and lealuirs G.<M p!t.L%e II 
software and enhanced Full Rate rapahilities, loiicer standby 
limes and enhanced antenna sensitiviiv. 
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Tte New Coca-Cola 
lUanagenieiit Premises 

: r'VibwijUBBtoMbonyw 
. nHBgarohtteschangedteoffe 
IDllsnswIocamrei AHlizam Al -Da'w 
Oir new phone nunbers ate: 

4S23870 - 4923869 
4974040- 4903820 
Fax; 4323872 
New neiiing address; 

P.0, Box 1414 Amman 11821 Jordan 

Tlie Cflnqiany vvishes to sell its 
premus (ffiire taiilito^ located 
HI WaiB Saqra St (^posHe King 
AbcMWiGantenSw 

fiynneirixnBtimplBBsecalmattlealXM 




J ORD AN Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace J 


DAJANI Jewellers.Gems dealers.Uniqiie desisns in 18 k Gold . 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estete 

Tel:- 810605-B10609 
Fax;- 810520 
Mobile;- 079/30007 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional quality hi 
1 hourserviGe 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo sUe 
30% larger, 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmelsani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Swelfleh Tel: 823891 


WiiAT Car Do \bu 
WisU To Drive 
TodAy? 

OUAllTy is PART Oi OUR 

SpEdftl Services 


Id. {»s«ssn7«5 
Tat. 

P. 0. Bm ! 739 Ambb nil JerdB 
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AIRPORT EXPRESS 


Modern Air-ConaitioneO 
Dusse? AiWO ilto CLOCK 
Ever/ 30 MinLlec from .AbOob 
lo Airport end Back 


Special Reduced Fores af 
500 Fils For Airport- Staff 
end out Frequenl Customers 


For Further Details call : 
Airport Branch 08-57531 
Abooli Biartch 653315 



* One 4 Tvo Bedrocou * Fi% 
fqa^iped Khchsoenes * Daily ft 
Lobe &ay * SeuOAibte Rales 


>(h Circli 

Td fi02<.72 Fax 6^4551 


omiHcm 

■OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING POa, 

• TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 

• SAUNA. 

JACUZZI & 

MASSAGE 

• RTNESS 
ROOM 

Tel: 768180 
Radio & tv station RD, 
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Holyfield still has something 


left to prove in rematch 


LAS VEGAS (R) — 

Evander Holyfield may be 
the reigiuDg heavyweight 
champion, having - .earned 
the title by soundly beating 
Mike Tyson last November, 
but he still has something 
left to prove in their rematch 
on Saturday. 

‘it's special for him 
because everyone says the 

first fight was a fluke, chat 
Tyson didn't respect him 
and didn't train," 
Holytield's trainer Don 
Turner said Monday. 

The Holyfield camp claim 
to be much less amazed 
than the rest of the boung 
world over their fighter's 
llth>round victory over 
Tyson in their first meeting, 
biit there is still that nagging 
public perception problem 
±at another beating of ±e 
former champ may resolve. 

“I think it was an upset for 
people who don't know 
about boxing," TYimer said. 
*‘Ic wasn't an upset for us. 
We never e.xpected anything 
differenf* 

While basketball superstar 
Michael Jordan might dis- 
agree. the 34-year-old 
Holy'field says no matter 
how often you win, there is 
always something left to 
prove. 

‘^As long as you're in the 
game, you've dways got to 
prove to yourself that you're 
the best each and every 
time." Holyfield said. “You 
can't live on your last per- 
fonnance." 

But the confident champi- 
on added; “I know that 
when I'm at the best of my 
ability. I do win." 

Co-trainer Tommy 
Brooks, who has been 
woi^g on Holyfield's con- 
ditioning, expects Holyfield 
will be even bener this time 
around 



Former heavyweight champion Mike T^son talks about his npcoming rematch with 
Evander Holyfield dorii^ an interview at promoter Don King’s bouse in Las Vegas, 
lyson lost the first match last November in an lltii round knockout (Heaters photo) 

be was for the last fight, knockout' 


We've been worldng 
extremely hard and he's 
(tedicated" Brooks said. 
“He's given us everything 
that we've asked for." 

Brooks said a couple of 
lacklustre performances by 
the 33-3 Holyfield prior to 
the last Tyson fight were 
due more to concentration 
lapses than to any erosion of 
sl^ls with age. 

“I think there have been 
bard fights because he 
makes them bard," Brooks 
said. ‘Tie has a tendency not 
to listen to the corner. 
Sometimes his mind drifts. 

“But in the last (Tyson.) 
fight, and for this fight he 
knows what he has to do 
and he's ready for it" added 
Brooks. 

“It's going to be Holyfield 


Rather than worldng out 
with the usual assortment of 
human punching bags in 
training, Holyfield has been 
sparring with Gary Bell, an 
up and coming heavyweight 
contender ^th a strong 
resemblance to Tyson. 

“Gary's a tou^ cookie." 
said Holyfield 
Bell hb been massed 
with Holyfield's dedication 
and focus, even compared 
to his preparation for the 
first meeting with Tyson. 

“This time around 
Evander's much sharper,'* 
Bell said. **He was strong 
when we got to camp. At the 
last camp I was dogging 
him for five to six weeks. 
This time when we got 
±ere. he was KX) per cent 
stronger. 


going to be a little more 
aggressive this time. And so 
I've been keeping up the 
pace in the sparring. Holy 
will be prepared for whatev- 
er comes.” 


Added Hol>'field: “There 
haven’t been any nagging 
injuries. Eveiyihing has 
bron positive." 


One of the people respon- 
sible for keeping 
Holyfield's famous sculpted 
physique in proper tone, his 
muscle ther^st Sharon 
Stewart, said there had been 
concern that Holyfield 
might have broken one of 
his hands during the first 
Tyson fi^L It turned out 
that the hand was just badly 
swollen. 

‘He hits prett>' hard you 

-1 


this "We fig^ that .T^n is_ knqy.'," s^said.’ 
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FOR SALE 


Two grand-door shops in Wadi Saqra. 130 sq.m. 
Second fioor of offices with two phone iines & 
Furniture suitable for big regional companies or 
t)3,nks 

Those Interested please contact 680119 
Mr. Lovy from 2 p.m.-11p.m. 


JEDDAH PRIVATE SCHOOL 
SAUDI ARABIA 


Seeks qualified teachers for the foyowing subjects 

ENGLISH LANGDAGE*$CIENCE IN ENGUSH-C0MPD1ERIN EN(HJSB 
Mmimuii] reqairements 
B A. ( Preferrably with normal dSploma) 
Experience in teadiing Jiuency in EngUsh 


Recovered 
Johnson 
to compete 
in Paris 


boulder, Colorado (R) 
— Double Olympic cham- 
pion Michael Johnson has 
recovered from a leg injury 
and will make his return to 
competition at the Paris 
Grand Prix meeting on 
Wednesday, his agent said 
Monday. 

‘'Michael has flown to 
Paris and will run a 400 
meters on Wednesday," 
Brad Hunt said in a tele- 
phone interview. 

It will be Johnson's first 
competition since the 
Olympic 200 and 400 
meter champion seveiiy 
pulled his left quadriceps in 
a 150-meter fastest man 
showdown with world 100- 
meter record holder 
Donov'an Bailey in Toronto 
on June 1. 

Johnson, who missed the 
U.S. Championships 
because of the injury, also 
will compete in two. per- 
haps three, other European 
meetings in the coming 
weeks. Hunt said. 

The world 2(X)-meter 
record holder is scheduled 
to run 400 meters at 
Sheffield, England, on 
Sunday and at Lausanne on 
July 2. and probably will 
run a 200 metres at 
Stungan on July 13, Hunt 
said. 


Celtics-Sixers deal may be 
voided if Radja fails to report 
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BOSTON IR) — Last Friday’s 
between the Boston Celtics 
Philadelphia was on hold Monday because 
Dino Radja had yet to report to the 76ers for 
a mandatory physical. 

The Celtics sent forward Radja to 
Philadelphia for forwards Clarence 
WeatherspooD and Michael Cage. But if die 
Croat does not report to Philadelphia by 5 
p.m. (2100 GMT) Tuesday, then the Sixers 
will likelv void die trade. 

“The ir^ situation right now is in a lime 
bit of disarray,” said Celtics new coach Rick 
Pidno at a Monday news conference which 
was scheduled to discuss the team’s plans 
for Wednesday's NBA draft. 

“Philadelphia will void the deal in om 
estimation if he does not show up (for his 
physical) and we’ll have to react to him not 
showing up." 

The 6-1 1 (2.10 m) Radja has three years 
left on his current contraa worth S15 mil- 
lion. He was limited to just 25 games last 
season due to a knee injury, but averaged 14 
points and S.4 rebounds for the Celtics, who 
finished widi a franchise-worst 15-67 


record. 

Radja was a 1989 second-round draft pick 
by Boston, but remained in Eun^ until 
1993, when he earned NBA all-rookie sec- 
ond-team honours by averaging IS.l points 
and 7.2 rebounds in SO games. Radja 
enjoyed his best season in 1995-96 when be 
averaged 19.7 points and 9.8 boards in 53 
contests. 

WeatherspooQ started all 82 games for the 
76ers last year, averaging a career-low 12.2 
points with $.3 rebounds per game. 

If the trade goes through, 35-year-old 
journeyman Cage will join hLs fifth NBA 
team. He averaged just 1.8 points and 3.9 
rebounds last season and ha.s played in 657 
consecutive games — the second longest 
active streak in the NBA. 

Philadelphia, which finished at 22-60 last 
season, also has a new head coach, having 
replac^ Johnny Davis with Larry Brown. 

76ers have the second overall selection 
in Wednesday's draft, plu.s three second- 
round picks. 

Boston has the third and sixth overall 
selections in Wednesday's draft. 


Youth World Cup 

France rejoice in Argentina’s despair 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— Australia’s sensational 
4-3 win over defending 
champions Argentina gave 
France a free run in the 
World Youth Foofi>aU 
Championships. 

Kosias Salapasidis' last- 
second penalty which beat 
Afgentina turned the draw 
for the knock-out stage 
upside down, leaving the 
superpowers in one half 
and France alone among 
the fancied teams in die 
other. 

Brazil. Spain and 
England, the only 
wi& an all-win record so 
far, are all Ixinched togetii- 
er with Argentina in the 


A FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, large garden, telephone, 
satellite, central heating. 

For further details please call 5512863 


SK\I)(.',\’.\M) rASM'OHTSI/.Kl'ilOIO in 
no\; Illi: ('OI)l' IlSZi \\1\I\\()R KW WIMW : f)S7lL-4 


INDO-JORDAN CHEMICALS 
COMPANY LTD. 


NOTICE FOR INYTTATION TO BID FOR 
CATERING.CONTRACT IN UC CANTEEN 


INDO-JORDAN CHEMICALS COMPANY LTD. 
(UO INVITES TENDER FROM EXPERIENCED 
CATERING CONTRACTORS /RESTAURANTS TO 
gRUN THEIR CANTEEN AT ESHIDIYA ON 
2 CONTRACT BASIS . THE SUCCESSFUL 

* CONTRACTOR SHALL PREPARE AND SUPPLY 
QUALITY INDIAN AND ARABIC FOOD TO THE 
.ET.^iPLOYEES OF (WC). INTERESTED CATERERS 
MAY OBTAIN TENDER DOCUMENT ON 
PAY’N^NT BY CASH/ DEMAND DRAFT 
(ADDRESSED TO ‘THE INDO-JORDAN 

CHEMICALS (XJMPANY LTD." , PAYABLE AT 
AMMAN ) A SUM OF JD 20. FROM THE 
MANAGER (ADMINISTRATION & PERSONNEL ) 
(UQ. P.O.BOX NO. 926787 . AMMAN 11110 
JORDAN ON ANY WORKING DAY TILL 30.6. 1 997 
BIDS CO?.a^JL£TEDINALLRESPECrSSHAIXBE 
SUBMITIED TO : 

THE MANAGING DIRECTOR 
INDO-JORDAN CHEMICALS CO. LTD. 
P.O.BOX 926787 , SHMEISANI 
AMMAN llllO-JORDAN 
DELMON BUILDING . 3rd FLOOR 
BEHIND MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY & TRADE 
ON OR BEFORE 14:00 HRS ON 16.07.1997 
BABD K. VERGHESE 
MANAGING DIRECTOR 


FOR RENT 

New furnished roof in Abdoun. 270 sq.m., 
terrace included, 3 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, living and dining room, kitchen. 
Please call Tel. 623397 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. or 5-7 p.m. 


^ LARGE HOUSE FOR RENT 

IN DHAHIAT AL-RASHEED 
Furnished or unfurnished. 600 Sq m. Two Boors. 

7 bedrooms,? badixooms. Large spaces for guest rooms, 
and living rooms. Two kitchens, central heating, 
telephone, garden, two large water reservoirs. 

. For more information please call 669997 > 
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WTH OMAR SHARIF 
aTANNAHHIRSCH 
eiau Tittm MM* Smicn, 


ALL ROADS l£AD TO BOME 
Natha- vulnenibk. South deah. 


WEST 

*QJ 74 

OA 98 

9 S 8 S 

+A 86 


NORTH 

*A 1063 

OQJSS 

OA 

SK 742 


SOUTH 

4 K 9852 

OKS 

010765 

«105 


EAST 

*Void 

010742 

OKQJ43 

4QJ93 


tho tnunp pesitioB. 1( availed 
aaughU 

The ooenias diamond toad «u 
in dummy. Declarer realized 
that, becauae.of Eaat'a praempt, 
there waa the powrilaKty of * poor 
trump break, and took some tune to 
conslto bow to avoid loatog coolnl 
oTtbe hand. A low heart was led at 
(rick two, the king tosiiig to Weet^ 


•nialwAtw ig; 

SOUTH WEST 

Rim Pom 

i* Paae 

Paee Pms 


NOBTB 


BAST 

SO 

PUM 


Opening lead: Two of 0 

*Thare to a time for labor and 
thought," wrote Swinbuma. For the 
bridge player, that moment ii 
beto playing to Uie Bm bride. 

Easts jump to two diamonds was 
pr e em ptive, and Sooth stietdied a 
Uctle to bid two spades. North bad 
ample to jump to game. Note West^ 


restraint. With three, periiaas four 
I iB hnnd. West 


sure deteosive trids : 
did not double for Ctar of revealing 


The defender tried a tridey ple^y, 
undedet^ing the ace of dubs, but 
dedaier bad ouiy one way to 0 D, ris- 
ii^ with dummy's king. The queen 
and jad of hearts ware esabed for a 
dub discard, and two dub mSa in 
hand within two diamond 

mflb on the table biuo^t South's 
total to trieksL 
When Beelarer led the fonrth 
heart and ro^ with the eight of 
trumps. West was hatoleas. After 
ovenuffittg vriUi the jaat. West edtp 
ed with a trtnap, IMarer won on 
the taUob then cresaed the last two 
firidcs to land an aggressive game 
ndth an ovemrick to 0 ^ 

Bad West consider^ the hand 
more carefully, the fhtUi^ of the 
dob.play mighc have baoome appor^ 
eat. If West simply forced diimisy 
to rufT a diamond each time the 
defender is on lead, Sontb can still 
sempe borne, but tbe task ia more 



DUNKIN' 

DONUTS. 



EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 



lower half. 

Auehtion is focused in 
one quarter where 
Aigeotina and England 
clash on Thursday in the 
second round, with the 
winner likely to &ce Brazil 
in foe quarter-finals. 

Fiance, who play Mexico 
on Wednes^y, have 
Uruguay, Ghana and 
Australia as foeir main 
opponents in foe top half. 

Hrench coach Gerard 
HouIUer is naturally 
ddighted si foe turn of 
events. 

“This is just the draw we 
wanted," he said. 

Everyone triio eariier 
predicted a repeat of the 
Axgendna-Bras^ final in 
Qatar two years ago, now 
hl^i^-indude France in tl^ 
li^r^^Scely finalists. 

unexpected 
setback is not foe majCu;! 
twist to the under-20 tour- 
nament world champi- 
onship so for. 

United Arab Emirates, 
routed 5-0 in each of foeir 
first two matches, qualified 
as one of foe four best 
foird-placed teams after 
beating Ivory Coast in foeir 
last game. 

Paraguay, on foe other 
hand, were knocked out 
despite two draws, includ- 
ing a thrilling 3-3 
encounter against Japan. 

“We had nothing to lose 
and went for broke," smd 
UAE's Croatian coach 
Srecko Juiicic. 

“It all came together and 
die boys are thiilled to be 
still playing. We've made 
histo^. It's foe first rimi* 
UAE ban^ moved up in any 
world football champi- 
onships.” 

Juiicic looked forward to 
Thursday's second round 
clash against Ghana at Alor 
Setar with renewed confi- 
dence. 

“Ghana are a very talent- 
ed team but foeir style is 
similar to that of ivory 


•■•W.W.'.W.'.V.V ' 


As a part of our final stage of stafBng, we are looking for foe following foil 
time position: 

L Water/Watresses 
1 Customer Service Personnd 
i. Cashier 

4. Production Personnel 

To qualify you must speak Arabic and English fluently and have a TnmiTnimi 
of one year expeiience with the same position. We offer attractive salary 
with compensation package. To^ly, please send your CV to tiie Canadian 
Mernational Touristic Restaurants Fax #863820. No phone calls please. 


coast We have no reason 
fear them." he .<aid of his 
fancied ri^'als who topped 
Group C wifo two wins and 
a draw. 

Ireland, who followed 
Ghana in second place, 
will cake on Morocco on 
Wednesday without skip- 
per TTiomas Morgan whoi.«! 
under a one-match suspen- 
sion after receiving two 
yellow cards. 

Australia, riding high 
after beating Argentina in 
what both coaches said was 
the best match in foe tour- 
namenL want to continue 
foeir winning ways agmnst 
J^an on Thursday 

“It was a dream come 
true to beat Argentina,” 
Australian . coach Les 
Scheinfluig-..$aid.. “But ; we 
have to get bn with it/We . 

afford to rest oj^ioui 
laurels." 

Argentine coach Jose 
Pekerman was a gracious 
loser. “It's no shame to lose 
such a wonderful inatcii. 
There was a lot of emotion, 
and credit to the 
Australians for winning. 

But be warned rivals of 
on Argentine backlash. “1 
think we can beat England 
and probably Brazil too 
since we beat them in foe 
final two years ago and 
again in the south 
American qualifiers." 

Brazil, fired by striker 
Adailton Miltons' nine 
goals including a double 
hat-trick against South 
Korea, have looked theljest 
team so far. 

And foe 20-year-ol4 who 
plays for FC Guarani in thcL - 
Brazilian league, believes 
his team can win. 

“Nothing will make me 
happier, not even if I get 
foe best striker's award. 
That would be veiy nice, 
but I want Brazil to win the 
title and I t hink we can do 
it" 









CINEMA 


TEL:634144 CINEMA 
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PHILADELPHIA PHILADELPHIA "2" 


John Cleese, Jamie Lee Curtis 
& Kevin Kline ... in 


FIERCE CREATURES 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:3a 10:30 




TEL:634144 CINEMA 


Clark Gable and Yivkui Leigh ... in 


GONE WITH 
THE WIND 


Shows: 12:30,3:30. 8:30 






TEL:6^$ 

PLAZA ' 




INVITATIOISi FOR bid MH t/qt 
ISSUED BY P FNTRAL BAMIf 
QF JORDAN 

The Central Bank of Jordan announces its 
bid invitation for the “contract with an 
advisoiy corporation to provide services In 
the field of technology of information." 
Interested parties are requested to report 

Rolto® division at the Central. 

Bank of Jordan to receive a copy of the bld^- -■ 

terms arid conditions as well as the*"' 

required corporations 
fonJho ® Slelegated experts 

'‘^3’ Will be 

thi *'\®“nx)ration.. Knowing that 

15 on ^ be submitted not later than 
12.00 O clock on Saturday 26 th .hiiy 1997 . 
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Jean Claude Van Damme ... in 


MAXIMUM RISK 


Shows: 12:3a 3:3a 5:00, 
6:30, 8:30, 10:30 




cinema- - ■^'HL:677420 

CONCORD 




CONCORD 

Tom Cruise..An 

JERRY MAGUIRE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:45 

CONCORD 

Michael Jordan 

SPACEJAM 

Shows; 3:30, 6:00 


I 


"I 

-I't 

I, 


•k 

•Ml 

<i|| 

I'l,; 

i 


.in 


1 


Nabil 6 Rislian's 
TEL: 625155 






The actors aie 
on annual leave 

The theatre nfill 
reopen July 2, 1997 
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Sports 




Copa 

Peru upstarts face biggest test 
so far — against Brazil 


SAl'^ CRUZ, Bolivia (R) _ inexpra: 
enced Peru, who have already caused rw 
major surprises in the Copa AmeriSi^^ 
Sk need to lift^ir game to nr 
heights against world champions Biazil : 
<^OTtinue their remaricabfe run. 

After a shock first round win ove 
Uruguay and an even more unexpecte 
quaner-feal elimination of Aigcniina, Per 
take on &e gifted Brazilians in Thursday' 

se mifinal 


P^vian wins against Bra^ are rare at 
the best of times, but on this occasion their 
chances seem even more remote against the 
likes of Ronaldo and Romano. 

While Brazil, free of the worries of World 
Cup quailing matches, have brou^t all 
their leading players, Peru ha\’e rested their 
best to avoid diem being stretched too 
much by a busy fixture list. 

Instead, their team is based on the side 
wWch played in last year's Olympic qili- 
rying competition which has an Under-23 
age UmiL Even re^lar coach Juan Carlos 
oblitas has given himself leave anH banded 
the reigns to assistant Freddy Teraero, 

Brazil have an added advantage in having 
plaved all their games in Santa Cruz, while 
their opponents have spent the last two 
weeks traversing Boliria. 

The Peruvians started in the colonial city 
of Sucre at 2,700 metres altitude, played 
their s^nd game in La Paz at 3,600 
metres and then retumed to Sucre for two 
more games. 

On Hiursday, they appear in sutyiropical 
Santa 0\iz, which lies at the heart of the 
eastern plains at near sea level. 

^'We have suffered a lot wi± cities of dif- 
ferent altitudes, with journeys, with moving 
from one place to another. All this wears 
you out, it is more tiring than the games 


themselves, ** Tenero said. 

**Bin in football, anytimig is possible. We 
will try to play our own football. We will 
try and stop Bncalian strikers Ronaldo and 
Rmnario ftom getting the tall ea^y and 
create a strategy whidi allows us to c^end 
ourselves against the power of their strik- 
ers.” 

Bxaril remain favourites to win the title 
and dieir opponents in the final are still 
expected to be bo^ Bolhia who have 
shown fbmndable fonn in the hi^ alunide 
HemaiKlo Siles stadium in La Paz. 

lliey have been helped by a fixture list 
which has given their opponents only a 
coairie of days to adapt to tire tough condi- 
tions. 

Bolivia’s c^rponents in Wednesday's first 
semifinal are Mexico, who are aiming to 
reach the final for the second time in just 
three attempts. 

Mexico striker Lois Heiuandez, scor- 
er in the tournament with five goals, is 
Bolivia's biggest worry. “We're not going 
to change our system just because Hemarr- 
dez is in the Mexican- attack," said Bolivia's 
Spmish coach Antonio Lopez. ''We're rKX 
going to do man-to-man marking becaise 
that Is not our style." 

After injury and suspensions, Lopez was 
finally able to field his idea] midfield of 
Julio Cesar Baldivieso, .Marco Etcbex'«iy‘, 
Erwin Sanchez and Ramiro Castillo for the 
first time in nearly a year in Saturday's 
quarter-final win over Colombia. 

But the team lacks a natural goalscorer. 

Ihe vemtt for Sunday's final depends on 
the result of Wednesday's match. 

If the hosts win, their final opponents will 
be forced to face the altitude of La Paz. If 
Mexico win, they play Brazil or Peru 
in Santa Cruz. 



Chicago White Sox basenmner Chris Soopek slides home safely hi the seventh hming 
at Chicago's Comikkev Park as Kansas Royals catcher Mike Macfarlane can't 
get a handle on the bail at the plate. Snopek scored on a base hit by Jorge Fabregas. 
Chicago won 7-6 (Renters photo) 

Cone strikes out 16 as Yankees beat Tigers 


DETROIT (R1 — David 
Cone struck out a Major 
League season-high 16 
over eight innings wd 
finally got some offensive 
support to carry the Nw 
York Yankees to a 5-2 vic- 
tory over the Detroit Hgers 
on Monday. 

Cone (8-3) allowed two 
runs and four hits while 
walking two to improve to 
8-1 lifetime ageist the 
Tigers. His 147 strikeouts 
moved him nine ahead of 
Seattle's Randy Johnson for 
the Major League lead. 

Cone had been dominat- 
ing in his previous two 
starts but did not get a win 
either time as Ins team- 
mates teiled to generate any 
offence for him. 

In Milwaukee, Jeff 
D'Amico threw a four-hit- 
ter for his first career 
shutout and former Oriole 
Jack capped a four- 
run first inning with a two- 
Tun dmfcle-as the Brewers 
blanked^Baltimore 5-0. 

In Cleveland, Brad Radke 
posted his fourth successive 
victory and Pat Meares 
drove in three runs to pace 
the Minne sota TWins to a 7- 
2 victory over the Indians. 

Meares's RBI: single to 
centre off starter • Chad 
Ogea (5-8) in the top of the 
second put the twins up 3-0. 
He extended the lead to 5-2 
witii a two-ruu Jiomer in the 
eigbf^^- ' 

in 'mioio, WH Cordero, 
Mike"' Stanley and Tim 
Naehring homered in a 
five-iun seventh inning that 
tallied the Boston Red Sox 
to a 7-6 vicioiy over the 


Blue Jays. 

At Texas, Allen Watson 
scattered six hits over six 
fnnings and Jim Leyritz 
supplied the offence wddi a 
homer in die fifth as the 
Anaheim Angels nip^ the 
Rangers 1-0 for their fifth 
straight victory. 

Watson (6-4) walked one 
and struck out four before 
leaving after experiencing 
righfnf^g in his left shoul- 
der. 

Id Chicago, Chris 
Snopek's run-scoring 
gziouQdout in the seventii 
innin g sniped a tie and 
Albert Belle robbed Chili 
Davis of a home run in the 
ninth as the White Sox 
edged the Kansas City Roy- 
als 7-6. 

Chicago rallied for three 
runs in the sixth to knot the 
contest and Snt^)^ hit a 
slow bouncer over the 
mound to score Frank 
Tbomas with the go-ahead 


run in the seventh. 

Davis appeared to have 
tut a three-run homer in the 
ninth but Belle extended his 
glove over the left-field 
wan and made a game-sav- 
ing catch. 

In Seattle, Jay Buhner and 
Ed^ Martinez each drove 
in a pair of runs as the 
mariners jumped out to a 
five-run lead after two 
innings and held on for 
their fifth straight victory, a 
6-5 win over the Oakland 
Athletics. 

Oakland starter Dave Tel- 
gbeder (2-4) was reached 
for six runs and i 1 hits over 
innings. Derek Lowe 
(2-2) pitched five innings 
for the win. allowing four 
nms and six hits. 

The Athletics got four of 
their runs on solo homers 
£rom h^k BeUhom, Jason 
Giambi, Jose Canseco and 
Matt Stairs. 




Bostou 
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N^YcSl/ 3v Atto.-:;. ■ • • 2 
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Los Angela. 5,... Collado. 3 

San Diego LI' - 'SanlTcaridscb .' 6 


Hingis, Sanchez, Martinez advance 

Philippousis 1st men’s seed out of Wimbledon 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Switzerland’s top-seed 
Maiiina Hin^s overcame a 
shalty start and beat Lux- 
embourg's Anne Kremer 6- 
4. 6-^ in a first-round 
maxch on Mfimbletton's 
new number-one show- 
court Tuesday — she need- 
ed SLX match points in the 
final game to clinch her 
win.. 

1116 lb-year-old World 
No. 1. who w*ent an early 
break down to the 218ih- 
ranked qualifier to trml 1-3 
in the fi^ set, took time to 
find her rhythm before 
completing her u'in in Ihr 
33mins. 

Hingis, playing for the 
first lime since her defeat 
in the French Open final 
and showing no discomfort 
from her knee injury, now 
plays Olga Barabanschiko- 
va of Belarus who earlier 
defeated Peua Begerow of 
Germany 6-3. 6-3. 

Hingis underwent an 
operation in April after 
hurting her knee when she 
w*a5 thrown from a friend's 
horse. 

Seventh seed Mark 
Philippoussis of Australia 
became the first men's seed 
to be beaten at this year's 
Wimbledon when Britain's 
Greg Rusedski completed a 
7-6 (8/6), 7-6 (8/6), 6-3 
first-round victory in a bat- 
tle between the biggest 
servers in the game. 

Rusedski, who hit 27 
aces in the two-hour cen- 
tre-coun clash, now plays 
either Scepfaane Huet of 
France or Jonathan Stark of 
the United States. 

'The British No. 2 had led 
by tw’o sets to love and was 
3-1 up in the third set when 
fa^g light supped play 
OtnNtondi’. 

Pfntippoussis served 14 
aces~but 13 double-faults. 

Meanwhile Wfimbledon's 
'foigotcen' champion Con- 
chita Martinez, who has 
been rouggliog to recap- 


her the tide here in 19Q4. 
took a bold fim step down 
the title nx^ at this year's 
championships when she 
brushed aside Karina Hab- 
sudova in less than an hour. 

Playing in bright sun- 
shine on the number-two 
showcouru a new slim-line 
Martinez answered her 
critics by sowing an 
iropressis’e 6-1. 6-2 victory 
over her 17th-rmked oppo- 
nent from Slovakia. 

'ITie 25-ycM-old tenth- 
seeded Spaniard, whose 
motivation and fitness base 
been questioned and who 
has slumped out of the top- 
ten in the utuld rankings 
following a series of disim- 
pointing results, now plays 
the winittr of the all-Japan- 
ese clash between Yuka 
Yoshida and Rika HiiaJd. 

Martinez, who has not 
won a title since the 1996 
Italian Open, had not 
played since her founh- 
round loss at the French 
Open to Amanda Coetzer 
of South Afiica. 

Germany's Anke Huber, 
the seventh-seed, proved 
too powerful fix plucky 
Japanese qualifier Hiruka 
looue and raced home 6-3, 
6-3. 

Huber, who wtm protec- 
tive sinking on her left 
thigh, nmv ^es a seond- 
rotind clash against either 
Joannene Kruger of South 
Africa or Stephanie De 
'Ville of Belgium. 

Another early w'omen's 
winner was experience 
American Nicole Arendt 
who defeated Petra Lw- 
grox‘3 of the Czech Repub- 
lic 6-2, 6-0. 

The 27-yca^oId Arendt 
could find herself playing 
top-seed Martina Hingis in 
the third-round if she can 
beat either compatriot Lisa 
Raymond or Eva Martinco- 
va of the Czech Republic in 
her next match. 

Arantxa Sancbez-Vic- 
ario, a ruoDcr-up for the 



Australia's Mark HiiUppoussis plays a return against 
Britain’s Greg RosedsU at Wimbledon (Renters photo) 

fiirn fh*» form whirh wnn lag rwo years uTis in nifh. 


DUTY FREE CAR FOR SALE 

HYUNDAI ACCENT GLS 1.5. Alr-conditioning. 
electric windows, sunroof, manual gear change. 
Only 18 months old and rn excellent condition. 
JDS, 000 or nearest offer. 

For more details please call 
Tel. 613886 or 079-31418 


r For Sale 


] Jeep Cherokee 1994 


I For Safe 1994 Jaap Cbarokaa With Diplomatic Plates | 
{ (Duties Unpaid). Color Dark Green, i 

I Mileage Is 100,000 Km. | 

I fty/nspeeffon you Are /nvfted To Check The Car ] 


Sefween 9:00 A,m. To 12:00 Noon For Two Days Only . 


I At The Australian Trade Commission Building, Located 
j Batmen 4th & 5th Circle Attached To Bnbassy Of Qatar. 
I For Farther Infomation Pis. Call 703620 /I 

I 1 - 



Martina Hinris of Switzeriand plays a retoni to Luxembourg's Anne Kremer during 
her first round match at the Wimbledon teojois championships. Hlngls is seeded num- 
.ber one in the tournament (Reoters photo)'’ 


less mood on Wimbledon's 
cemre-court Deeding just 
50 minutes to defeat first- 
round opponent Qare 
Wood of Britain 6-0, 6-0. 

Sancbez-Vicario. who 
shared the final victory at 
Eastbourne with Jana 
No%’otna on Sunday when 
play had to be abandoned, 
was always in charge 
against tire 29-year-old, 
36Sth-ranked home player. 

The 25-year-oId 

Spaniard, seeded eighth, 
now plays either 
Eromanuelle Gagliardi of 
Switzerland or Catalina 
Cristea of Romania. 

South African Wayne 
Ferreira, trailing by two 
sets to love when rain 
Slopped play on Monday, 
came back to produce a 
‘Houdini-style' escape act 
and beat fust-round oppo- 
nent Scott Draper of Aus- 
tralia 6-7 (5/7), 3-6. 6-1,6- 


0. 7-5. 

At one stage die ISlb- 
seeded Fenrua trailed 2-5 
in the fifth set. 

The 25-year-old from 
Johannesta^ who bos 
been at the centre of con- 
troversy in the British 
tabloid press for describing 
home player Greg Ruseds- 
ki as ha'ving “a big serve 
and little else". aoH* plays 
either Jeff Torango of the 
United States or Rodolphe 
Cilben of France. 

South Aftica’s sixth- 
seeded Amanda Coetzer 
53W' off a brase challenge 


by Alexandra Fusai of 
France and reached the 
second-round of the 
women's singles Tue.sday. 

The 2S-year-oId Coetzer. 
who reached the French 
open semi-finals, complet- 
ed a 7-6 (7/1), 6^1 vicior>‘ 
in Ihr 28nuns. 

The two players hod been 
level pegging at 6-6 when 
rain stopped play on Mon- 
day. 

Coetzer now' plays either 
Miho Saeki of Japan or 
Patricia Hy-Buulais of 
Canada. 


CAR FOR SALE 

4x4 Nissan Patrol Safari, full 
options, 1985 model, In very good 
condition. 

For more details please call 
Tel. 641121 



JOB OPPORTUNITV 


A leading bank in Jordan is seeking to employ quali- 
fied persons to fill the follo\Ning vacant positions 

A- Investment Manager . 

B- Assistant General Manager for investment affairs . 
Candidates must have the following qualifications 

1) - Jordanian national . 

2) - At least B.Sc. university degree in commercial field . 

3) - 15 - 20 years experience in investment and interna- 

tional banking , the last five years as investment 
manager in a major financial institution , 

4) - Experience should include full knowledge of money 

markeU , capital markets , investment instruments 
and ability to manage investment portfolios denomi- 
nated in JD-or foreign currencies . 

5) - Full command of English Language . 

6) - Computer literacy . 



Salaty commensurates with qualifications and experi- 
encc. Please send CVs within a week , together with re- 
cent photo and copies of qualificaiions and experience 
certificates as well as any supporting documents to the 
following address 

P.O.Box ( S30292 ) - Amman 

Applications will be treatecC conJicCentiaU^ 
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Turkish leftists pledge to support 
Yilmaz in quest for government 



ANKARA (AFP) — The 
leaders of two Turkish left- 
wing parties promised 
Tuesday to support prime 
minister designate, Mesuc 
Yilmaz, as he held talks 
with opposition groups 
towards forming a cordon 
govemmem that would 
exclude Islamists. 

“I promise that my party 
will contribute in all possi- 
ble ways," Bulent Ecevit, 
leader of the Party of the 
Democratic Left (DSP), 
told reporters after talks 
with Mr. \1lmaz, who leads 
the conservative Mother- 
land Party. 

Deniz Baykal, who heads 
the People's Republican 
Party fCHP). promised even 
before sitting down with 
Mr. \'ilmaz the support of 
his social-democratic side 
when a vote of confidence 
in a new govemmem is 
held. 

He added, however, that 
the CHP would not be a 
member of a coalition gov- 
ernment. 

For his part. Husamettin 
Cindoruk. leader of the 
small right-wing Party for a 
Democratic Turkey (DTP), 
did not rule out joining a 


Yilmaz-led government. 

Mr. Vilmaz was tasked 
with forming a new govern- 
ment Friday by President 
Suleyman Demirel after 
Islamist Welfare Parly 
leader Necmettin Eri»ikan 
stepped down as prime min- 
ister. 

Mr. Erbakan stepped 
aside after 12 months of 
fractious rei^ons with the 
influentual Turkish military, 
which sees itself as the 
guardian of Turkey's secu- 
lar heritage. 

Mr. Ecevit did not spell 
out exactly bow the DSP 
would contribute to a new 
government — for instance, 
whether it would join a 
coalition with it. or simply 
pledge its support in parlia- 
mentary votes. 

He said the details did not 
come up during his talks 
with Mr. \Hmaz. 

But he called upon 
Foreign Minister Tansu 
Ciller — a former prime 
minister and long-time Mr. 
Yilmaz rival whose Triie 
Path Party had supported 
Mr. Erbel^'s government 
— to participate in a 
YUmaz-1^ coalition. 

“It must be a government 


with as broad a base as pos- 
sible," Ecevit said. 
“True Path must be part of a 
new government (and) Ms. 
Ciller must overcome senti- 
mental hurdles to contribute 
to the formation of a new 
govemmenL" 

Ms. Ciller bad hoped that 
she would form the next 
govermnent. and Friday she 
.ruled out cooperation with 
Mr. Tilmaz — a view 
backed up Monday by True 
Path's leadership, ai&ough 
Ms. Ciller and Mr. Yilmaz 
were to meet later Tuesday. 

. Mr. Yilmaz, 49, faces an 
uphill struggle to put 
together the required parlia- 
mentary majority he needs 
CO win a crucial vote of con- 
fidence for any new govem- 
menL 

He currently has tiie back- 
ing of some 265 deputies — 
his own party, two left-wing 
parties, a centrist group and 
independents and lacks 
around 10 votes in the 550- 
seai national assembly. 

But a confident sounding 
Mr. Yilmaz said at the 
weekend: “I expect several 
deputies to resign ftom True 
Path in the next few days. I 
don't worry about the vote 


Most bombs used by Israel in 
Lebanon came from U.S. army 


LONDON (AFP) — Most 
of the bombs and air-to- 
ground missiles fired by 
Israel in Lebanon last year 
were sold to the United 
States armed forces and not 
Israel, a press report said 
here Tuesday. 

The Independent said the 
bombardment in southern 
Lebanon that killed almost 
200 civilians and 14 guerril- 
las from the pro-Iranian 
Hezbollah • ,.used . at least 
1;700 bombs -and missiles 
that were “transferred'* 
ftom U.S. military stocks 
with no prohibition on their 
use against civilians. 

The daily said that 
enquiries it had carried out 
had revealed, for example. 


that a hellfire missile fired 
by Israelis at an ambulance 
in southern Lebanon on 
April 13, 1996 — which 
killed four children and two 
women — was originally 
sold to the U.S. Marine 
Corps by a U.S. company 
called Martin Marietta. 

It was only later trans- 
ferred to Israel. 

The Independent said the 
system of weapons transfers 
ftom U.S, inventories has 
become so routine that mas- 
sive shipments of ordinance 
to Israel are now undertaken 
with DO publicity or debate. 

It added chat earlier this 
month, the United States 
leceiv^ an order for 98,000 
shells for ISS mxn guns at a 


cost of $30 million. 

This is reportedly over 
three times the 26,(XX) 
rounds fired into Lebanon 
during the entire three-week 
“Grapes of Wrath" opera- 
tion last year. 

Senatorial and Congres- 
sional committees will rou- 
tinely approve the transfer 
next month, &e 
Independent claimed. 

U.S. ofiScers ha\*e report- 
edly , told the paper .that 
Israel now has carte blanche 
to plunder the U.S. invento- 
ry, knowing that its synqsa- 
thisets on Capitol Hill will 
raise no questions about the 
use chat will be made of 
America's military' technol- 
ogy agmst Arab counoies. 


Remaining 13 detainees from 
Dirar incidents to be released 


By Rana Hnsseini 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Salt Governor 
Abdullah Hussban said 
Tuesday chat the remaining 
decrees of the Sunday inci- 
dent which took place in 
Dirar village near Deir Alla, 
will be releasal today. 

“We have instructions to 
free ±e remaining 1 3 people 
who were detain^ Sunday," 
Mr. Hussban said. 
Newspapers reported 
Tuesday that HRH Prince 
Abdullah. the RegenL 
ordered the release of all 
those demined following the 
incident. 

Families in Dirar village 
including that of Deputy /Ui 
Shari Sunday clash^ with 
police, after a bulldozer 
belonging to the Jondan 
Valley Authority' demolished 
seven partially constructed 
uninhabited houses and 
water irrigation canals. 

Reports in local press put 
the number of injured during 
the clashes at 23 civilians 
and 16 policemen. 


Mr. Hussban said an inves- 
tigation committee ques- 
tioned almost 30 people dur- 
ing the p^t three days, and 
“some individuals were 
released after it was proven 
that they were not involved" 
in the clashes. 

According to Mr. Hussban, 
the authorities' move to 
denoolish the houses built on 
state lands was “strictly 
based on court orders." 

Dirar residents, on the 
other hand, insist that they 
have resided there for a long 
time and have paid rent to 
the govenunent for its use. 

They further charge that 
more bouses will be demol- 
ished in the next few days, a 
claim that was quicldy 
denied by Mr. Hussban. 

'*We have no other orders 
from courts to destroy any 
houses. These allegations are 
baseless," Mr. Hussban told 
the Jordan Times. 

Minister of hiterior Nathir 
Rashid, was quoted Tuesday 
in A1 Ra*i newspaper, as 
blaming Depu^ Shati for 
Sunday's clakies. “Deputy 


Shati instigated the citizens 
there to resist die authori- 
ties," die minister charged. 

Deputy Shad was quoted 
in other dailies as saying that 
the minister himsaif did not 
react positively to a request 
made by Deputy Prime 
Minister Jawad Anani to 
defer the issue until 
Thursday for further consul- 
tation with the Cabinet 

The interior minister 
warned in his interview 
with A1 Ra'i that the govern- 
ment vdll not tolerate any 
violations committed by 
intfividuals a gains t s tate- 
lands, “and will implement 
the law to stop such actions." 

Dirar residents had said 
that they will petition IGs 
Majesty King Hussein to 
redress the situation and 
order a halt to the demoli- 
tions. 

In a similar incident in 
April one man was killed 
when police attemptarf to 
evict families from dieir 
homes in Salhiet Abed, east 
of Amman. 


Well sought fugitive dies 
just before getting arrested 


AMMAN (Petra) — A 
fugitive from Zibdet A1 
Wasatiyeb in the Irbid 
Gov’emorate who was sus- 
pected of being involved in 
many theft, foigery and 
fraud crimes, fell dead in 
his house as a result of a 
coronary attack before the 
police authorities could 
arrest him. 

Samer Mohammad Ziy- 
yad who was involved in a 
series of thefts, fraud and 
burning one of the houses 
in his hometown in Zibdet 
A1 Wasatiyeb escaped 
many police attempts to 
arrest him, the latest of 
which was on Monday June 


23. when a police force 
used a search warrant to 
inspect . his house. Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
sources said Tuesday. 

The PSD also said that 
police forces were denied 
entry to his house by his 
brotiier, together with peo- 
ple from the village result- 
ing in a fist fight between 
them and the police. 

After numerous attempt 
to search the house a police 
officer accompanied by the 
village mukhtar (chief) 
were allowed in where they 
found Samer laid motion- 
less on the floor. The offi- 
cer tried to perform first aid 


in preparation for rushing 
him to a hospital but his 
family refused and instead 
they took him to Maa'th 
Ben Jabal Hospital in 
North Shuneh where he 
was pronounced dead The 
corpse was taken to the 
forensic doctor for estab- 
lishing the reason of death 
who attributed it to a block- 
age in coronary arteries and 
a mal-functioning of heart 
muscle. 

Subsequently, the late 
fugitive’s family members 
along with people ftom the 
village set fire to a police 
car and burned it. 


of confidence.** 

He alre^y has the sup- 
port of at least one former 
True Path deputy who 
defected at the wee^nd. 

Ms. Ciller, on the other 
hand. COUld COUDt OH 3 
majority and has vowed to 
fight Yilmaz’s attempts to 
poach supporters from her 
party. 

Mr. Yilmaz, a centre- 
rightist who briefly served 
as prime minis ter twice In 
the 1990s, has ruled out any 
role for Mr. Erbakan in fais 
new govenunent 

‘Turkey is tired of 
Welfare, Welfare is tired of 
power... the most useful ser- 
vice that Mr. Erbakan can 
do ftH* the nation would be 
to ensure that Welfare ceas- 
es to be a party whidi cre- 
ates tensions." he said. 

Mr. &bakan became 
modem Turkey's first 
Islamist prime mini^r last 
June, after forging an 
uneasy alliance with Ms. 
CUler. 

Turkey’s military openly 
accused Mr. Erbakan’s 
party of indtiog its support- 
ers against Turkey's secular 
regime, heightening fears of 
a military i^eovm*. 

Israel, U.S. 
stage secret 
weapons 
conference 

ETLAT (AFP) — A secret 
symposium on missiles 
oig^tised by the Pentagon 
opened in this Sea resort 
on Monday amid tight secu- 
rity, Isradi televirion repott- 
ed. 

Anxind 5(X) delegates — 
senior defence ministry offi- 
cials from around 20 uniden- 
tified Western- countries — 
are gaffiered fx closed-door 
discussions on ballistic mis- 
siles and interception sys- 
tems, it said. 

The hotel hosting the con- 
ference has been closed aad 
dozens of Israel security 
guards and agents ftom the 
CIA have bew deployed to 
keep people away, die televi- 
sion reported. 

Missiles as well as large 
models are on display along 
with video films about new 
weqxws being developed in 
die United States and Israel 

The two countries are cur- 
xentiy wodung on a ballistic ' 
anti-missile missile nick- i 
named Hetz, ct arrow in 
Hebrew, which is due to be 
q)eratiraial by d)e year ^)00. 

They are aUso de^loping a 
laser air defsnee system 
known as Nuitilus designed 
to destroy Katyusha rockets 
used by the L^janese Shiite 
militia group HizboUab 
^aimt Israeli ftnres in south 
Lebanoa 

Annan calls 
for ‘sustained 
negotiations’ 
on Cyprus 

UNITED NAHONS QR.) — 
Secretary Getteral Kofi 
Annan has called for a 
tained prtxtess c^direa nego- 
tiations" to r^h a compre- 
heosive setdement of the 
Cyprus question and urged 
tire full backing of the 
Security CouDcS. 

In a letter to the president 
of tiie Council cumulated on. 
Monday, be gave formal 
notification of fare-to-£ace 
talks between the leaders of 
the Greek Cypdot and 
Turkish Cypdot ^)mmaQi- 
cies to be l^d in the New 
York area ftom July 9 to 13. 

'Ikldng ^ be 

Pmsidest Glafcos Clerides 
and Turkish Cy^ot leader, 
Rauf Deakiash, in what will 
be dieir first loiown direct 
ccmiact in tteaiiy three years. 
Mr. Annan's special advisee, 
former Ecuadorean foreign 
minister, Diego Cordovez. 
will assist the secretary gen- 
eral 

Mr. Arman said- tiie talL-c 
*Vill constitute the bg gin- 
ning of a process which 
shc^d continue as long as 
may be needed to achieve 
agreement on a comprehen- 
sive solutiOT." 





FROM HOME TO MUSEUM: Hassan HabibL first deputy of the Iranian 
President opens Golestan Palace in Tehran Tuesday after it was converted 
into a public museum. The palace was the residence of two previous Iranian 
royal dynasties who ruled the country before the Islanvic revolution (AFP 
Photo ) 

Cairo court overturns 
ban on female excision 


CAIRO (AFP) — A Cairo 
court Tuesday overtuined a 
vear-old government ban on 
femde excision in Egypt in 
a ruling hailed by Blamist 
fundamentalists but con- 
demned by human rights 
activists. 

Judge Abdelaziz Hamada 
said the Cairo administrative 
court ruled that the contro- 
versial operation, in which 
all or part of the clitoris and 
sometimes the labia is 
removed, can be carried ouL 

The judge said the ruling 
“cancellerT Health Minister 
Ismail Sallam's ban on 
female excision which came 
into force last year, a decree 
the court labelled an ‘^abuse 
of power." 

“God be praised, we have 
won and can apply Islam,’* 
said Sheikh Yussef Badri, an 
Islamist clergyman who was 
a paity to the suit filed witit 
the Cairo court by a group 
of Islamists, lawyers and 
doctors. 

The age-old practice of 
female excision, usually car- 
ried out on giiis aged around 
10, continues to be wide- 
spread in Egypt, where 97 
■pCT cent of women are 
excised, according to a 
study released in February. 

Supporters say excision is 
important to quell sexual 
desire before marriage. 

But it has claimed the lives 
of several young girls who 
bled to deafo at the bands of 
amateur “surgeons," often 
barbers. 

“This judgement is hot 
only against women's rights 
but also against the 
Egyptian penal code which 
contains a clause prohibiting 


mutilation of any pan of the 
human body." said Siham 
Abdel Salam. a doctor with 
the Egyptian Oigasdsation 
for Population ' and 
Development. 

“Circumcision has nothing 
to do with religion. In Egypt 
it is practised by both 
Muslims and Christians." 
Dr. Salam added. 

The country’s highest civil 
court, the Council of State, 
lecranmended in May that 
female excision should be 
legal although it is not 
mandatory Islam. anH 
said the decision ^ould be 
left to iadivi(^ fami- 
ly* 

■ The administrative court 
said Thesday that Ml 
S allam had Myrntnitted an 
‘^buse of power'* because 
be did not l^ve the right to 
decide alone to ban. and 
therefore cximiiialise, the 
practice. 

Only padiament can 
decide on what constitutes a 
crime, the court said. 

The debate erupted after a 
14-year-oId girl died while a 
doctor was carrying out an 
excision in August last year. 
The doctor was later 
charged with negligence. 

Mr. Badri said excisiOD 
was Fecommended by the 
“Sunna,** acts or wor^ by 
the I^pbet Mohammad 
whidi along with die Koran 
are considered die basis of 
Islamic law. 

He said excision was 
already widely practised and 
be wanted to prevent young 
girls becoming the victims 
of barbeis’ razors. 

The Egyptian 

Organisation of Human 


rights ha.s estimated that 
nearly 3.600 girls, both 
Muslims and Coptic 
Christians, undergo exci- 
sions each day in Egypt 
Eight Egyptian women out 
of 10 support the practice 
because they consider it a 
“good tradition," according 
to a study earlier this year. 

Egypt's highest Sunni 
Muslim authority. Sheikh 
Mohammad Sayyed 

Tantawl of AI Azhan has 
said Islam does not advocate 
female excision and that 
doctors should decide 
whetiier it is necessary* to 
perform the c^rerotion. 

Last month, the mufti of 
Egypt issued a fatwa decree- 
ing that female excision 
sh^d be allowed even 
though it is Qot obligatory 
under Islam. 

“Muslim clerics agree that 
circumcision is legal and 
that it is a matter for 
women." the mufti. Sheikh 
Nasr Farid Wassel. said. 

“Circumcision is neifoer 
obligatory, nor illegal. It is 
an issue left up (to the 
choice) of the people con- 
cerned.” 

An Egyptian court is also 
due to rule next Monday in 
another case brought by 
Islamist fundamentalists 
against Education Minister 
Hussein Kamel Babaeddin. 
for allowing school text- 
books to contain material 
describing excision as a 
"harmful custom." 

Government newspaper Al 
Abram has reported that 16 
cases have b^n filed with 
the C^airo administrative 
court against female exci- 
sion. 


Saudi court gives British nurses 
2 more weeks as lawyers clash 


RIYADH (/^) — A Saudi 
court has gjven two British 
nurses accused of Idlling an 
Australian coUeague two 
more weeks to sti^ a deal 
with the victim's femfiy that 
could save their lives, as rival 
lawyers clashed Tues^y. 

Legal sources said the 
Khobar court in eastern Saudi 
Arabia adjounied the trial 
until July 7 to allow the fami- 
ly to pit^de full proof of foe 
right cf foe victim’s brcMher, 
under Islamic law. k> decide 
00 wtiefoer to grant meixy. 

The court Monday also 
“requested foat foe two par- 
ties make full use of foe next 
two weeks to make yet anoth- 
er attempt at reconciliation," 
said the lawyers for the 
Britons, Lucille McL^cblan 
and Deborah Pany. 

But the fetemational Law 
Hnn (ILF) lepreseoting the 
femily of victim Yvrauie 
Cilferd, 55, slammed foe 
defence. 

To a previous three- week 
adjouniment, the defgndanrs 
arid their counsel disr^arded 
sTmilar insmictions (ft^ foe 
court) and instead used 
break to malign foe metnoiy 
of foe victim and to attack tfo 
victim’s femily,” it said. 

The ILF said foe rival firm 
of Salah Hejailan “claimed 
thft victim had disinhftrited 
her mofoer and biothec, and 
for that reason, fo^ were not 
entitled to exeidse their rights 
unda Islamic law.” 

The Islamic laws of Sharia 


in force in foe Saudi kingdom 
allow a victim's family to 
grant mercy and accept &an- 
cial compoisatioD ftom con- 
victed killers of dieir lel^ives. 

But Frank Gilford foe 
Australian's btotfaer. has so 
far refused to spare tte nurses 
ftom being beheaded 
Saudi law if diey are found 
guilty of i»rmeditated mur- 
der. Yvonne Gilford was 
found stabbed, battered and 
suffocated in a hns phal dor- 
mitory in Dhahran, near 
Kbobai; on E^. 11, The 
Ixofoer has said he could not 
accept mercy because of foe 
brut^ty of her killing. 

The court “pointed out 
Monday that the evidence 
clearly shows foat Yvonne’s 
motfa^ and brother are her 
only suivMng blood relatives 
and hence, folly entitle to 
pursue their Tslamir rights," 
said an ILF statemenL 

But the Hejailan firm has 
also raised doubts over the 
validity of a powCT of attorney 
to Bank ftom Yvonne’s 85 - 
yeapK)ld mofoet MurieL who 
lives in a nursing home, and 
over her mental competrace. 
The ILF insists fliat Frank, in 
rejecting the mercy option, is 

also speaking on behalf of his 

ailing mofoer. 

In spite of the court’s 
renewed call for a reconcilia- 
tion, foe rival law firms, both 
Riyadh-based, engaged in a 
new war of words Tuesday. 

The HejaUan firm allegefoy 
stole ftom Ms. Gilford’s bar* 


account after foe killing. 

“This seems a strangely 
OMicenary request for Frank 
Gilford to moire when he has 
stated publicly on more foan 
one occasion that he is not 
seekiDg financial compensa- 
tion following his sisters 
deadi," it said. 

The delay in submitting foil 
documents to the court also 
came in for criticism fiom foe 
Hejailan firm, which said it 
was causing “further weeks 
of wony and headache” for 
the nurses who have already- 
been in jail six months. 

Ori the ILF side. Ghasson 
Awaji said the court wanted 
^ nurses and their lawyers 
“to treat the victim’s fai^y 
wifo due deference ^ 
lespecL" Mr. Hejailan, who 
heads the nurses’ law firm, 
paeanwhile, failed to appear 
in court Monday for the 
fi»Mfo time in five hearings, 
noted the ILF, saying he 
“vacationing in Nice," south- 
ern France. 

The British and Australian 
consul generals attended foe 
bearing along with 
McLaucblan's brother, John 
Tne trid which opened May 
19 IS being held behind closed 
doois. 

^ foe judges wori; k> settle 
foe issue of who is entitled to 
spare the nurses, a source 
close to the case said the coun 
alr^ has the evidence 
ag™ foem gathered by foe 
public prosecutor's office. 


Famed James Bond ' 
car stolen in Florida 

BOCA RATON (Rj — 
ThicTCS ha^^ stolen James 
Bond's 1963 Aston Martin 
from a Florida airpon 
hangar and may hope to 
sell it to u private collector, 
police said. Even in this 
well-to-do seaside city 
where luxuiy imported cars 
dot the roads, the fl:t.shy sil- 
ver roadster with right- 
hand dri^‘c. machine guns, 
bullet-proof windows and 
ejection seat wx>uld likely 
be easily .spotted. “We sus- 
pect that it could he for a 
private collection of some 
sort," Bocn Raton police 
spokeswoman. Lori Croy, 
said. “It wouldn't be a 
vehicle you could drive on 
foe road without bmng 
noticed.” The .Aston Martin 
DB5, u.sed by 007 in ewly 
Bond movies such as 
“Goldfingcr.” w;is pur- 
loined from u hangar at a 
Boca airfield early last 
week. 

Hong Kong widow 
kept husband's 
body 3 years 

HONG KONG vR) — A 
Hong Kong widow kept the 
body of her dead husband 
in their upurtment for three 
years and often slept near 
foe corpse to keep it com- 
pany, police said on 
Tuesday. They discovered 
the dried-up remains of 74- 
year-old martial arts 
teacher Chow Man after 
one of his daughters who 
lived with the widow rang 
police. Chow .Au King. 59, 
who was taken to hospital 
for psychiatric treatment, 
told 'police that she 
believed her husband 
would wake up .some day. 
The body was discotered 
on Monday in the sitting / 
room of a 20th floor apart- '! 
ment in Wong Tai Sin, a 
densely-populated working 
class area of Hong Kong. 
For three years, the widow 
used the threat of suicide to 
persuade ber daughter 
three other children who 
shared the apartment not to 
report the case. .A police 
spokesman said she 
washed the body every day 
and changed its clothes in a 
bizarre echo of the horror 
film "Psycho" in which a 
crazed motel owner kept 
the mummified body of tas 
mofoer in n rocking cb^. . 

Top designer says 
Claudia Schiffer 
‘can’t walk" 

TUNIS (AFP) — -V 
Germany's Claudia 

Schiffer may be beautiful 
but she's hopeless as a 
model, says French cou- 
turier Paco Rabaone. 
"She's not a good model. 
She is beautiful but she 
doesn't know how to walk 
down a catwalk." the top 
designer told the newspa- 
per Le Temps. .According 
to foe Spuni.sh'bom avant- 
garde designer. “A beauti- 
ful model isn't necessarily 
a beautiful woman but a 
woman who knows how to 
move down a catwalk, who 
knows how to wwlk, who 
has style. The w.iy she 
holds herself, the way she 
presents the clothes is verv 
important," he added. 

Dog saves pigeons ^ 
in Italian town 

VITERBO (R) - — Pigeons 
. in the town of Viterbo won 
a year's reprieve when a 
peregrine falcon due to be 
drafted in by the council to 
drive them away wo.s killed 
by a dog before it could gel 
10 work. The male bird of 
prey, which swoops at great 
speed to kill small mam- 
mals and birds, was to have 
wen hou.sed with iLs mate 
m a bell tower to scare off 
pigeons whose droppings 
have badly damaged .some 
of foe Italian town’s 
ancient monuments, ft was 
killed by a dog belonging 
jo the bird's trainers. 
Council officials said on 
Monday that foe plan had 
now been delayed until 
next year s ne.sting season. 


